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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



It may be said; perhaps^ with reference to the mother 
country^ that we no longer want emigration — that 
our population is by no means so superfluous as was 
tkt one time imagined — ^that in many districts from 
which emigration has taken place^ the want of labour 
is beginning to be felt^ and more emigration would 
only render the necessity still greater. This is per* 
fectly true; the tables have tamed, and the labourer 
is beginning to be worth his hire. But do the em-* 
ployers of labour imagine that labour will stop at 
home, because it is their interest that it should do so? 
Labour has its own interests; precisely those which 
actuate the employer in the disposal of his manu- 
factureS; viz., to sell itself in the dearest market, to 
use the phrase of the Manchester school. Does an 
employer imagine that any man will continue to sell 
him his labour for seven shillings a week, when by 
transferring it to Australia he can sell it at twice 
seven shillings a day. If he do he is mistaken. 
However ill it may suit the employer to part with 

A3 



6 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

labour of which he has now none too much, the 
labourer will not consult his employer's interests in 
the matter^ but his own only. 

It has been a mistake in this country to suppose 
that labour was other than slightly superfluous^ and 
especially in agricultural districts^ the harvests of 
which would witJi difficulty be housed, were it not for 
the swarms of Irish labourers who make their periodic 
descent on England. The fact is that the agricultural 
labourer haA beeon tcdd bj his employe tibtt theff 
were too many of hna daas, and Im Bund being bj no 
maans of tibehig^t order, lia» believed it, in dafiaaoa 
of his Mntaesi wbieb should have diowed bim, that aA 
so time was there safficaent «f his class to gathor in 
the harvest He baa simply believed his master'n 
interest in prefeceoea to his own ejesigbt What real 
soperAiii^ of banda there may have been ia in our 
huge wen of a metropdisy and in large nanafae- 
taring towns, wbere the abundance of labour has 
broog^ wagea down to^ 8larva;^& point. In towns 
the fluperflnity of labour waa at one time real, and 
fltill partially contisaas so. In tbe conuUry it hn beea 
for tbe most part imaginsry. 

I win give two insteneea which will explain my 
neaniog with re&enoe both to town and oountiy. In 
my avocatica as Editor of the '^ AnttroluM Gazette,*^ 
I am in the habit of receiving a vast number of letters 
from every labouring grade in society; so much so^ 
that tiiere are few labour caUtnga into tibe secrets of 
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wbich I am not in some measure initiated. I will 
take one instance which occurred to me not a WBSk 
ia^, A mm wrote ta met^ statoig that he was de- 
siions to get out to Australtt, but that he was bomid 
hand and foot to his posrtxon^ out of which he could 
not save a penn j. And no wonder — Hxe pool* fiUow's 
position was this. He was stonakeeper to a large 
manufactnriDg^ jeweQer, in iriiich employment he had 
thoosands daily under his charge, which thousainds, 
from the tone of his letter, he watched with the fidelity 
of a bnllHlog. His salary had for a long time been 
BO more than £20 a year, or not quite mgbt shilHngs 
a week. He had only asked for a rise of Wages once 
when his employer threatened to discharge him if he 
did so again; alleging diat better men could be got 
fbr less money, though he knew the man's good 
qoaUties were worth their weight in better gold than 
eoreied his jewell^. This sto|q)ed the poor fellow's 
mouth; his rerj simplicity of heart made him believe 
it, but still be eodd not (fisbeliere the elysinm whi<^ 
number after number of the ** AvitraHan GcfzetU^ 
pointed out to him, as he read it at the Mechanie^iB 
Institute to which he belonged, in spite of his poverty. 
Tet that elysimn the man will, in all probability, 
never see, beeanse his enei^y has been carefully kept 
down, and his cleverness and MeVty only developed 
finr his employer's interest. Talk of slavery— pshaw ! 
even ^ Uncle Tom's Cabin ** reeords instances of 
slaves being permitted to accumulate thousands 
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of doUa^ wherewith to purchase iheir own free- 
dom. 

Next, for an agricultural instance. I am acquainted 
with a country parson, one of the Dr. Primrose school, 
of whom there are hut too few left. My fiiend is 
eren more <mfa%t at leading the road to heaven^ than 
pointing to it, and, as a matter of course, is much 
better up in theology than in political economy. The 
squure of the parish is also one of the Burchell school, 
whose benevolence would either make every labourer 
in the parish happy, or put him in the stocks for 
being miserable. Well, these two truly excellent men 
could not make out what was the matter in the 
parish : the parson said he could not marry half the 
young men — ^Vicar of Wakefield feshion; and the 
Squire said that the labourers were not half paid, 
though he reduced his rents to a most unproductive 
lUte, and every farmer in the parish grew as fat as his 
own home*brewed ale; they thought they had more 
hands than employment. It was agreed to refer the 
matter to my arbitration, and the case was duly laid 
before me. 

. I at once recommended the emigration of the super- 
fluous hands, and pointed out to the Squire that it 
would be more profitable for him to bear the expense, 
than to let matters on his estate remain as they were. 
My advice seemed so feasible, that it was adopted, and 
the preparatory measures were about to be taken \ but 
one Sunday, when a strange face was seen at churchy 
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the said face, in fact, belonging to myself, a sort of 
mysterious feeling was evidently brooding over the 
little congregation, which certainly did not emanate 
from the preacher's sermon* I felt myself as being 
closely inspected as to the nnmber of horns on my 
head, or the quantity of cloven feet which might be 
ensconced in my boots. After service, a meeting of 
the assembled wisdom of the parish was held in the( 
churchyard; a remarkably fat churchwarden taking 
his place on a tombstone as chairman. I was not 
present; but it was aflberwards told me that a resolu- 
tion was passed, raising the wages of the labourers 
generally, and for employing, somehow or other, all 
that were unemployed. It was clearly to the interest 
of the £Eitted calves, that none of their feeders should 
emigrate. And the feeders have. since stuck to their 
work. Australia is not, as far as I am aware, the 
better for one of them. The assembled wisdom in the 
churchyard knew better the cause of discontent than 
did either parson or squire. But it is evident that 
they have delayed the remedy too long, or have not 
made it strong enough. Many meetings in the 
churchyard will be necessary now, before even the 
agricultural labourer can be persuaded that it will be 
best for him to stay at home. 

i(' It is the population of manufacturing towns to 
whom this little work would especially appeal. It 
details the struggles of three men, whose previous 
lives had been passed in that most helpless and most 
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nnmstnietive of all conditions of life, a derksliip. 
Tbej knev no trade, nor were they in possession of 
any art which could be turned to oaefol account. 
Their good sense led them to emigrate, not for the 
purpose of making a sadden fortune, but for the pur- 
pose of appresticiQg thmnselres to the colonial trade 
of stock-&rming, till they had acquired the experience 
requisite to commence on their own aocount; wisely 
anticipatbg, also^ diat their industry 'and good con- 
duct would commmd credit in addition to their own 
small C8pital---thus, in fact, ereatmff capital out of 
ekaraeter, a process which, howerer difficult at hom^ 
is easily realized in any colony* No enugrant, be he 
erer so poor^ if possessed of intdHgence, energy, 
sobriety, and other qualities which contribute to 
success geoerally, needs fear but tliat these qualities 
will, in the long ran, lead him to a substantial 
positicm in a colony j but only when he shall have 
acquired sufficient experience to enable him to become 
useful to himself and others. 

View the question in what light we may, town 
labour does not meet with its own reward in ^gland ; 
in other words, the prc^ts of labour are not fairly 
shared between the empibyer and the employed. Take 
the case of a Manchester factory, in which the em- 
ployers, or cotton lords, amass enormoos wealth, 
whilst their labourers are amoi^st the most wretched 
and miserably paid of the industrial dasses. The 
latter gain their nine or ten shillings a week, and eid. 



IKTRaDUCTORT CHAPTBB. 11 

their days in destitation, or dependence on. their off*. 
spring; whilst the fomier beoome princes in wealthy 
and end their days in the sweet savour of hequeathing 
their miUions or half miUions to their descendante. 
The im£Eume3s of this will appear^ if we look at the 
price of intellect in our own conntrj, in which it is 
mate highly paid than in any other country in the 
worid. We pay our Cabinet miinBten, our judges^ and 
other high officers of state^ some Gre or mx dionsand a 
year ; hut the manufaetnrer, who shall have elaborated 
his half million out of the akill and energy of his 
workmen^ in the coarse of a thirty years' continnaBce 
in business^ is paid at three or four times the rate of a 
Cabinet minister — or, raitlier, he appropriates to him*- 
self sach a portion of profit^ which should have be- 
longed to the workman, as enables him to become thus 
rich at the ktter's e3q)ense. This, we maintain, is 
most unfair. It is not intellect which is thus highly 
paid for, but a mere aptitude for bosines^ as it is 
called ; and this aptitude for business is often foimd to 
exist amongst the meet unintellectnal of men. 

The workman has no remedy for this, but to take 
himself and his i^l to some country where both wiil 
be better appreciated. To grambie at his condition at 
home is useless, and will only make matters worse. 
He may reason upon it as he will> but to no purpose, 
other than, perhaps, to make him a convert to tiie doc- 
trines of Communism, the most absurd crotchet which 
can enter his imagination, unfitting him for steady 
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labour; with no return for his anxiety than that of fai- 
daring his position more intolerable. 

The first inqniiy of the inhabitant of a town, upon 
tnming his attention to emigration is, ^' What can I 
do on my arriyal in the colony ? " The inquiry is a 
proper, as well as a natural one ; and the more so, as 
the town classes, which are most desirous of emigra- 
tion, are precisely those who feel that they know 
nothing, beyond the ability to keep a set of books— « 
a species of knowledge which is not of the slightest 
use to them after leading England, inasmuch as if 
there were employment for them in the colony, which 
is not the case, no books would be entrusted to them 
without previous colonial experience on their parts. 
AU such must make up their minds that they will 
land without the possession of skill of any kind which 
will be at all appreciated. They need not, however, 
remain in their present position on this account. 

The reason why, will be plain on a little reflection. 
It is next to impossible to get a skilled English hand 
out of his English methods and habits, which are 
rarely suited to colonial practice; whilst it is con- 
sidered hx easier to teach a man who knows nothing, 
and has, therefore, no unsuitable habits to correct. If 
two newly arrived emigrants, the one a smart, active 
townsman, guiltless of any craft beyond that of the 
counting-house desk, and the other an experienced 
shepherd, himself a walking cyclopaedia on all matters 
relating to sheep, were to apply for employment to an 
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Anstrelian flock-master, the chances of gaining it 
would be two to one in favour of the unskilled though 
active applicant* The employer would know, that the 
old-world notions of the professed shepherd would 
lead the servant to put his opinions before those of 
hid master; whilst, however valuable they might be 
in the mother-country, they would practically be 
useless in a colony. The activity and tractableness 
consequent on knowing nothing, would give the un-* 
skilled man actually an advantage over the skUied 
applicant. 

This will be evident, if we consider the nature of 
the employment. In England, a shepherd, or a 
herdsman, would be the more valuable to his em« 
ployer in proportion as he was skilled in all the 
diseases to which sheep and cattle are heirs to, to-» 
gether with their remedies. In Australia, this know-* 
ledge would be thought lightly of, and for this reason : 
that there are few diseases, and these compairatively 
uncontrollable, whilst neither sheep nor cattle are of 
sufficient value to demand any serious attention to 
cases of individual sickness. It is much more im«* 
portant to be on the alert against the wild and wily 
enemies of the fold, than to cure a sheep of diseases. 
It is the same with cattle : a man who can be taught 
to ride at a pace and over ground which would appal 
an Enghsh steeple-chaser, is inore valuable to his 
employer than one who has all the learning of a 
veterinary college at his fingers' ends. The active* 
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looking mux, who lias nothing to laimanik, will gene- 
rally be employed at onoe; whilat his mere pfo- 
feseional oompetitor will only be employed if noihlag 
more likely be obtainable. 

There is nothing which an Aostraliaa etoek^fimner 
more abhors than a man ^*n^ hum9 too mueh,^^ 
since his own expseieDce tells him that whatever may 
be the man's real merits at home, they are not ap- 
plicable to his purpose ; and may inTohe an attrition 
to the mtMutia of a flock which wHl be highly detri- 
mental to its interests in the gross. Such a man may 
be use&l with a hnndred sheep, bat with thousands 
he is of no use whatelFer. It was this £9eling whieh 
in the old days of eoavictiflm in New South Wales led 
to the anxious competition for LcmdfMi pickpockets as 
assigned aerrasiis to a fiodonaster, in preference to the 
poacher or other agricultural rogue^ whom no flock- 
master would take if he could get a smart man of the 
former dasa. The days of eonvietiBm are now oTer, 
but the flockmaater's motives and principke of action 
remain just the same as before, the same necessity ex- 
isting for their exercise* 

The best way, perhaps^ to impress this more fully on 
the deniaen of one of our manu&etufing towas desirous 
of emigrating to Australia^ will be to show him what is 
really required, leaving him to be tihe judge as to his 
capalttHty of performing it. The first thing is to 
caution him against the mania of gold-buntiag--a 
pursuit which will no doubt abundantly enridi one 
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ia tm; bat tbea the chaaoea are ten to one against 
liis befog other tbaa one of the nioe who are not so 
enriched; and it ia hardly worth hia while to sacrifice 
the certain eventDal indepmideiiee whidi must acoom- 
panj the steadj pnrsmt of indnstrial labour, in the 
diase after sadden wealth, whieh, even if attained bj 
chance, will he leas satiafiiietoiy to him m the long 
ran. 

Ihifl point is so material that it is worth enlnging 
on* Let OS suppose oar intending emigrant at the 
diggingB, and that he is getting Us onnceof gold a 
week; this being more than double the average which 
is obtained b j the persons already there. He has, by 
the latest advioes, to pay m MUingn &r his quartern 
loaf^ and for every^iing else in proportion; lH*ead 
being the standard of value of profisions in Anstralia 
as it is in England. The price of the quartern loaf in 
Enghnd is sixpence, or just rniC'^melfth of the price at 
the diggings. Conseqaently, if he gains but ten 
ehUlingi a week in England, he ooghi to be gaining 
twelve times ten shillings, or dxpaunth a wedc at the 
Australian gold mines to do just as well, and no better, 
than he is doing at home* But enppeee he gains at 
the diggings no more than the average of all who are 
now there ; i. e. that he has precisely the same lack 
as his neighbours — ^viz., half an ounce of gold per 
week, value thirty ehiUinffe; it follows that he is four 
times worse off, at the Australian prices, of the neces- 
saries of life, than he is before he sails from England. 
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If he be a clerk in an English counting-house, he can 
easily make this calculation for himself. If the said 
clerk get his pound a week at home, his thirty 
shillings a week at the Victoria mines will just re* 
present^i;^ shillings a week as it can be laid out in 
the market of an English provincial town. Now this 
is not worth the risk of emigrating for; much less is 
it worth a preference for gold mining to the certain 
remuneration of a sheep or cattle run. The brilliant 
accounts of individual success at the diggings may 
dazzle him for a moment, but his own calm judgmoit 
should throw a veil over the momentary glare. 

But we must go farther than this. Wherever an 
average is gained^by a number of persons, some must be 
gaining more than the average, and odiers less. Sup- 
pose a lucky digger, like the drawer of a prize in the 
lottery, gain his 100 ounces a week, this, at an average 
of half an ounce per man per week, represents the joint 
earnings of 200 diggers ; and where are the gains of 
the 199 ? The over-drawn accounts of the Australian 
newspapers never place things in this, the true light ; 
yet they do sometimes tell us what becomes of the 
199. One man dies of '^destitution under a shed;'' 
another, a magistrate, sells fruit'for his living; a third 
keeps life and soul in him by making pies ; a fourth, 
an extensive employer of labour formerly, is offered a 
place as cook by the servants who have run away from 
him^ and are rolling in wealth. If intending emigrants 
ponder these matters as they really are, and not as 
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timt <nni vivid imagiiiattoii would ptmt iii€Hi, tliqr 
win be more likely to arrive at a nitioiial oondbaon as 
ngwda their beat iatereata. 

Turn we now to the lowest indnstrial o e eu p a tio n 
in AuBtralia, viaE., a hot-keeper in the lush; i. 4^ 
the lowest in point of eraolnxneiat^ but reaUj a Uglk 
station in point of what it wiB certainly lead toy in the 
case of a man who is determined that k ahali lead to 
aomething hi^er. It is, at any rate, a station firom 
which mai^of tiie wealthiest flodmastars in Aostralia 
ham risen. The last adviees give the wages of a hn** 
keeper at 322. per annnm, with rations; rations in 
Australia meaning more than any reasonable man can 
eat* If he be married, he and his wife will connumd 
firom 401. to 452. per anuam, incfaiding her rations; a 
ehild or two into the bargain making no diffBreno^ ear 
oept in the parents' fitvoor, as the children grow up and 
become nsefiil. But supposing the emigrant to be nn- 
married: out of his 3SUL he may lay by 261^ and that 
tar tibe very exedlent reason ikzt in the bush he ean- 
not spend his wages» if he be so indined, unless in 
gambling^ the too prevalent vice of bush servants. If ho 
do this, of eoorae his only proq[Mct is to live the life of 
a dog, as he will certainly die the death of one; for 
the bush is tlie last phoe in the worid where an un- 
deserving man will meet with any sympathy. 

But suppose him to save his S52. At the end of a 
couple of years, this will be 60Z., and the hut4DBeper 
will have become a shepherd, sufficiently dolled in all 
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the knowledge requisite for his craft. His employer, if 
hiB services are worth having, will willingly let him 
have a hundred sheep for his money, to run with his 
own flock. If he will not, others will, and with credit 
for more. This point once fairly established in Aus« 
tralia, the rest goes on after thq fashion of a snowball, 
to which the increase of the little flock can alone be 
compared, till the quondam hut-keeper becomes a flock- 
owner himself. All this is in the power of any man 
who will steadily pursue the course pointed out ; and, 
in &ct, the pages to which these remarks ai*e introduc- 
tory are only an elucidation of the statements here 
3nade« 

Turn we now to the nature of the employments of 
which we have spoken. These are such as the most 
Imskilled person can at once undertake, and do well in 
a couple of weeks. The duties of a hut-keeeper at a 
sheep-station consist, for the most part, in staying at 
home while the flock is out — of distributing the rations 
^— of cooking the food, and he need not be a Soyer to 
do (this very satisfactorily — of cultivating a patch of 
garden-ground — and of taking a turn with the watch- 
man at night, to see that the flock when folded does not 
become a prey to the dingoes, or native dogs. There 
is not much skill required here; the, only danger i8> 
that a cockney quill-driver should think such an occu- 
pation beneath him. If he do, let him keep away from 
Australia, for he will not better his condition there. 

Let us suppose our hut-keeper to have become a 
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shepherd. His duties are even more easy ; for in the 
excellent climate of the Australian bush, we cannot 
conceive a more deKghtful occupation to a man who 
prefers the calm solitudes of the bush to a life of town 
dissipation. He has to lead his flock forth in the 
morning, finding them fresh pastures whenever re- 
quired, to keep them in safety from wild animals whilst 
feeding, and to bring them safely to the fold at night. 
His charge are subject to two diseases only, which 
require his attention : the first, catarrh, is beyond his or 
any other man's power to eradicate; the second, scab, 
being the only one which will give him extra trouble- 
and in nine cases out of ten it is the fault of his own 
negligence if it give him scarcely any trouble at all. 
Here, then, there is no skill whatever required, beyond 
what he will have gained in his occupation of hut- 
keeper. 

Most townsmen will imagine that, as the ultimate 
purpose of the flock is their wool, it is necessary that 
an Australian shepherd should be skilled in the art of 
shearing. This is not so, the operation being per- 
formed by men whose professed business it is, and 
who travel over the country at the requisite period 
for this purpose. His only care is the health and 
safety of the flock. 

The life of an Australian stockman, or cattle herds- 
man, is a different affair altogether, though here little 
or no previous skill is required; and that which is 
required is better learned by actual practice. The life 
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of an Aostraiiftn sliepherd is quite aa Arcadian sort of 
»£Eaxt'^wnmti the orook, fdpe, and mistrass; the ontp 
ward appointments of the Austrdian Damon more 
resembling those of a eoinforfcablj-diaposed hear than 
the appointments of those whieh are painted hf a 
vast number of poets from Virgil down to Shenstooe ; 
the age of pastorals having ternunated at the Leap 
sowes. At any rate it has neirsr reached Australia, 
where the orook has been replaced by the Aart pipe«^ 
the trim eontovr by the beard of a twetremontii's 
growth, and the Totoe of Ae maiden can be no more 
acpected to be heard than that of the ciielaKk 

In pomt of equipment tiie Australiatt stockman is 
much on a par with the shepherd^-^a little more mxr 
couth^ perhaps. His first requisite is to leom to ride*^ 
in eontradislinotioa to his having learned in England. 
If be depend on the latter accomplishment, the chaises 
are, that he wiQ break his neck. The most accom- 
plished fanntsman at Melton woi^d cut a sorry figure 
in an Australiaa eattk chase ; whilst an Boglish jockey 
or steeple-chaser would dicit nothing more than a loud 
gnffem frcmi an accomplidied Australian stockman. 
The art of riding in Australia consists in a well 
established, and faithfully kept^ compact between tiie 
rider and his horse, that the horse shall look out for 
all dangers uader foot, nscliiding chasms in the earth 
a dozen ieet wide and of unknown dqyth — whilst the 
rid^ shall guard his own brains from overhanging 
branches of forest trees whieh emphaticaliy tfareatan 
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them any given munber of times in a minute ; the 
horsO; moreover^ expects that his rider shall keep a 
keen look out for the chai^ — made erery few 
minutes at branding tim6--*of a wild and infuriated 
bull; but 18 not ovor-particulsr in this respect^ 
as his own sagadtj lea^ him to anticipate and 
aroidit. 

The quiet oeeopant of a mercantile stool may think 
this description of a stockman's perils somewhat oyer* 
drawn; but I can assure him it is underdrawn^ for 
the simple reason that no words can describe the feats 
of rider or horse in the bash of Australia. An Austria 
lian stockman never rides fi^e horses at once, as is 
done at Astky's, to the wonder of a gaping audience ; 
b«t were the most accompUshed rider at Ast!ey*s to 
ride 4m8 bofrse its am AnstraliBn stockman does^ ho 
wotdd atstomsh himBelf. Yet there is> after all, no 
peril about the matter ; and the best proof of this^ in 
my own mind, is — that I never heard of a serious acci* 
dent beftUing an Australian stockman ; though I have 
witnessed feats which rendered me doubtftd of the 
etidencs of my own vision. 

Perhaps the nearest approach to the riding of an 
Australian stodcmaa is the steeple-cbner of our civi- 
lized country ; but there ia this difference between the 
two— that the brutal feat of the 8teq>fe-chaser consistB 
in pushing Ms horse beyond equine capability or en- 
durance. In the case of the Australian horse, both 
horse and rider are m the path of duty ; both equally 
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delight in it; and each performs his part equally 
well. 

I have gone to some length in this description of 
the feats of an Australian stockman — and with this 
purpose; — to impress upon those^ to whom these re- 
marks are addressed^ that the less they know of horse- 
manship^ as of many other matters^ before emigrating, 
the better. They have nothing to unlearn; whilst the 
teaching, when they have arrived at their destination, 
will be both easy and speedy. That teaching will 
have necessity for its basis; but the acquisition of the 
art will come none the less quickly on that account. 
The intending emigrant, knowing nothing whatever 
of the requirements of colonial life, will have nothing 
worse to encounter than I have depicted—- of this he 
may be certain; he has no occasion to turn stockman 
unless he choose ; but if he be young and energetic, 
the probability is, that he will prefer a stockman's 
career to any other. 

I will now devote the remainder of this chapter to 
other considerations. 

We have before stated that the recent emigration 
from this country has elucidated the &ct, that there 
exists no great superfluity of labour. In many cases, 
the banker and the, merchant have been compelled to 
give better salaries to their clerks, the gourmand to his 
cook, and the farmer to his labourer. Yet there is still 
room for further emigration, benefiting not only the 
emigrant, but those also who remain behind. It is not 
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a healthy condition of society where there is a super- 
fluity of labour^ since the advantage is alone to the em- 
ployer of labour^ and not to the labourer — for whom 
the best social condition is that when there is a super- 
fluity of employment; and this condition will be the 
more neai'Iy approached^ the more emigration becomes 
extended. 

The state of the labour-mai^ket is one of the stock 
pieces of the political economist ; but^ like those for 
whom he writes, he takes care to look on one side only, 
and that is on the side of the employer. The balance 
of labour with him means, that the employer should 
always be able to get labour on low terms whenever ho 
wants it ; or, as a Manchester cotton-spinner would 
express it, the power of buying labour, amongst other 
things, in the cheapest market, regardless of the com^ 
fort or condition of the labourer himself. This is no 
balance of labour at all — ^but rather resembles what a 
mathematician calls a ^^compensation of errors," which 
gives a momentary appearance of rectitude to hia 
equation, but is nevertheless false. An extended emi- 
gration will go far towards setting this matter to 
rights, by converting the superfluity ^of labour into 
future colonial material for additional, employment, 
and consequently additional remuneration for those 
who remain at home* 

The Manchester school, as it is termed, or what is 
the same thing, its representatives, have ever been the 
most supine as regards emigration, and frequently the 
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most inimical to cdonkation &fi a system. Tlutt they 
fibould be so> and yet oommand tho oosiiideiioe of a 
large onmbcar of persons, is a proof as to how mruh. 
people in generiJ tbiak tbt\)iigh the medium of otheis^ 
instead of glTii^ tbemeelves the trottUe of tiunkuig 
for themselres* They erea r^udiate all protection 
but that which insures them labour at starvation pcioee. 
The chei^ loaf has only been a means to the same end, 
and to none has that dieap h>af been half so profib* 
able as to those who were instrumental in obtainiog it. 
The improT^m^t ia the conditbn of their labourers haa 
bteie no sort of resemUanoe to the colossal fortunes 
Jmag made by tiie employerfi. Set on feot in IfauH 
tester an extensive syoteat of promoting emigralioB, 
with abuadant means of carrying o«t its object^ and 
none would ao londly cry oat against free trade in 
fatbcmr. 

SSm aslfiBhnmwn of this amo^t mm whose Jabom^ 
eectortion has rendered it necessary to have aets of 
Parliamettt to prevent diem from worldly their h^ 
bourers to death — and wha opeoiy defy these asts^ 
because the payment of the peeahyis (dieaper than istaB 
profit which may be made by breakup the kws — ^wiU 
appear on a very little oonsideratton. None have oom* 
plained more loudly that in many articles of their 
manufacture the Americans have drxven them out of 
the marlcets of Ihe East^ whidi is tnm enough. But 
tine American labourer, who can thus snocessfolly 
compete with starvation labour^ gets his ddlar a day. 
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whilst at Lowell a giri who has not been three nonthe 
in the factory will get more tii&n a ddlled Manshestfir 
weaver; her avowed obfeet in woitii^ heang^ by a 
few yesrff labour^ to aoqnire a domrry for herseif, in 
whkh she invariablr sncoeeds. When did the daafihter 

herself than tiiat of pemuy, and hopeless debassament 
for herself and her offipnngF 

Hese lemarics am xnt made in order to raider hr 
bourers in manaiactiiring towns dissatisfied witibt their 
condition further tiuai may indnoe tiiem to make an 
attonpt to better it by emigralaon to a ootmtry where 
their labour will be better iq^irseiated. As &r as this 
goes, the writer has no other object than to Tooder 
them dissatisfied with their ooiiditi<m. Any man who 
is not getting Hmt to which his labour £drly eotititles 
him hasasmneb]!ightto hedissalasfiedwidi fab short- 
oomings, as has employer has to be satisfied with his 
overflowmg8> aeitlwr ap««r4i0neBtIy nor oiw-wiself ob- 
tained. There is a wmer madm liian tiie hadmeyed one 
of birymg onr laHsauT m the dieapest market^ and that is^ 
^ By liberalthii^4dudlmtm stand." The opposite of 
this is phuidy efinced by all who will give tfaemsehres 
the troidde of obserdag the idtimate disposal of weaUi 
thus graspiiigiy acquired. How few of its possessors 
found fiuniEes which endure i In most casny their 
wealth Tanishfls in the.saceeodittggeBeratwn; wbaiA 
in very many^ they ''heap np tidies, aad kavw ool 
who shall gatbor Aem.*' This is perfeody nght. 
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and in the ordinary ways of Providence could not be 
otherwise^ or such society would be no place for the 
poor man— even to minister to. 

The half-paid artizan must^ however^ take care that 
his dissatisfaction is not purposeless. No more help* 
less being can exist than the man who is eternally 
grumbling, without the power of bettering his con* 
dition. His dissatisfaction, like that of a chained 
animal, only serves the more to chafe himself. There 
are few who, if they will keep ultimate emigration in 
view, may not sooner or later accomplish their object ; 
a few years' self-denial at most being all that is requi- 
site to provide the necessary funds. The savings' 
bank, if steadily resorted to^ is the first great panacea 
in this respect, and the avoidance of the gin-shop and 
the tavern the next. Both these latter are great aids 
to the grasping manufacturer in keeping down wages 
—their best friends, in fact ; for no man who givBs 
himself up to them is m taij condition to demand that 
bis hire should be worthy of his labour. 

Whenever the artizan is in a condition to transport 
his labour to a country where it will be better appre** 
dated, Australia, and the Southern colonies generally, 
are the places for his future home; the first as the 
fountains of wealth, and the agricultural colonies as 
the places where much of it must eventually be spent. 
There is yet another reason which should go far in de- 
termining his choice of a location. Australia and New 
{Sealand are rapidly becpming the culminating pointu 



^ 
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of the Anglo-Saxon race in the southern world \ and 
however egotistical it may sounds no other race of 
the human &mily is worth mixing with. Certainly, 
with few others would an Englishman like to mingle. 
It is something to be amongst the founders of a new 
empire; such as is rising up in the southern hemisphere 
—to influence the destinies of the human race, when 
the old empires of the northern hemisphere shall live 
only in classic history, or have become effete like their 
predecessors of Greece and Bome: the slaves of a 
despotism which has no aim beyond its own temporary 
power, and of a policy which has no better result than 
national degradation. 

With all our boasts of an ^^ empire on which the 
sun never sets" — a travestie, by the bye, of an old 
Spanish saying, which subsequent events have made a 
rhodomontade as empty as may one day be our own-— 
England has two colonies only, besides those in the 
Pacific, to which a man can -emigrate. The firsts 
Canada, is one of the most unsuitable possible in point 
of climate or locality ; the first forbidding laboiur of 
an agricultural kind during the greater portion of th^ 
year, and the second demanding a longer time before 
actual location than is consumed by a voyage to Aus* 
tralia or New Zealand, where domiciliation and employ- 
ment await the emigrant at once on arrival.* The 
second enugration colony, if it can be so called, is 

* Vide my book on New Zealand, where this matter is folly 
disoQssed. 
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Sooth Africa; the Aief gains of tlie ooloniata, for the 
most part I>atefaTneii9 arising^ from the dispnatM tiiey 
ean foment between the natiTes and the authorities; ia 
the hope of profiting }yf the expeiulittire of the cbm- 
miseariat^ of which England has had but too kmie&tft- 
ble proof in the expenditnre of vrany milfione for no 
eaiiUy parpose' than that of ttoaMing the Cape colt>- 
nistB to take advantage of the Engfish determimntiiaa 
to preserve the integrity of the empire «t any cost 
Beyond tiiese two colonieB, we have, notwithi^tanding 
Ihe Tastness of onr oolonial emjme^ no other loeatiim 
hut the Australian and New Zeahuad eolonies worthy 
of a moment's consideration to the intending eongrantr 
Canada; on the first decadenee of tiie English power 
->Hand that may not be &r distant--will aatoially fidl 
into the United States (tf Ameriea, if the Union 
last so ki^; and So«th Africa is waroeiy worth ooo* 
sideration as a eokmial depeadeney ^apon any terms, 
eitker in point of produce or politieal advantages. 

Intending e m i gr an ts should weH weigh these mat- 
ters. In point of actual distance from England; Canada 
would seem to present an adirantage ; in point of 
getting really to woiic; ft has not the advantages of 
Australia; the differenoe of time in fsmnir of the latter 
being preponderant, whilst that difference of time is 
more in fatoar of tiie riiip-broher than of the em^rant. 
As ht Hke new settiements of South Africa, they can 
be characterised as litde less than deliberate firauds 
committed on English ignorance, though with .Gofem*: 
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aunt aanetkm : not one of their i^eteiisioim beiag 
naiized, or ever likdy to become so. 

But theae xemariai mm aoinewhat extraneooa matters 
iai tiM proMDtittitaDfiey ihaii^h incentlTes to tbonght; 
flolet «s at oDoe to oar pforpoto* 

The fcUowing litde work will be £mxid not ociy a 
fllbaiilaiit but a ^de to ffiick as hare made up their 
junda to east tbcar bfoad upon Australian watcara. 
It is cattsoBiij one of the belt whiek has jpet been 
givea to the public as a pietnre of bnah life in Aus- 
tralia ; — posaessang all the roogli energy which aoch a 
life imparts to moi^ who enhfaoe it^ and giving within 
a mnall eonqmaa ali that an intmding emigraat can 
conprdtend of buah hie vilhont actaaU j ej^nriencing 
it. It i% jn ahort^ a ^g^ide to ind^ndenoe bj 
writers who have attained iL" 

Works of this dass are &r more vahiable, in point 
of utility^ than others of greatar pretoision^ as being 
uapremoditated;^ or evtst, as in the pveseni caae^ being 
written without the remotest idea aa. to puUieatian. 
The hiatCMTj of the feUowing Tolnme is soeiewhat cnri- 
ons. It is the prodaction of three distinct writers^ all 
from the same locality at hott% all sailing in company, 
and uniting their efforts and fortunes on anival in the 
colony. These three persons were neither more nor 
less than office clerks^ possessed of no knowledge what- 
ever beyond that of the desk — ^all dissaliafied with 
dteir prospects-^ and all determined to emigrate 
together, believing themselves bound by such, bonds 
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of mutual friendship as would enable them to work 
together^ if possible ; which bonds would^ at the same 
time^ inspire them with mutual confidence and energy. 
Their letters home were^ of course, separately sent to 
their several friends, and from thence the following 
narrative has been compiled; necessarily in the first 
person, as though it had emanated from one writer 
only. Very little literary correction was necessary, 
the narrative having not in any way been altered. 

The narrative is, in fact, a record of the pursuit of 
independence under difficulties, viz., those of previous 
ignorance of colonial pursuits. But it is at the same 
time a guarantee that this ignorance, necessary with 
many who are equally desirous of emigrating, need 
not deter any one from following the example of the 
writers ; this self-dependence being the only condition 
upon which each can succeed. Even with persons 
who believe themselves skilled before leaving England, 
there can be no safer rule than to cast much of their 
previous knowledge aside together with their pre- 
judices, both being frequently alike an obstacle to 
success, and to learn afresh. The lesson is an easy 
one, the rough independence under which the requi- 
site knowledge is acquired is of the most delightful 
and exhilarating nature, and the result is certain, pro- 
vided the rule be steadily followed out. 

But, as had been before enjoined, we may go further 
t^an this, and assert that previously acquired know- 
ledge of any particular craft pursued in the colonies, if 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 31 

it have become so finnly rooted as to be ^flexible, is 
highly detrimental to success. A skilful English car- 
penter^ who will not or cannot fall into the rough- 
and-ready methods of colonial building; will soon part 
company with his employer in &your of a much ruder 
artizau; who has no prejudices^ and is willing to learn 
what is really wanted. In the same way^ a first-rate 
Enghsh shepherd; who would persist in nursing indi- 
vidual sheep afflicted with some slight ailments^ whilst 
the dingoes were making havoc with the rest of the 
flock; would in the end be more destructive to the 
interests of that flock than the wild dogs themselves. 
A sharp eye is of infinitely more consequence than 
leechcraft; and vigilant habits than any degree of pro- 
fessional skill. A man who can ride down a bullock 
is more highly esteemed than one who can cure th 
diseases of the animals. 

Many are deterred from emigrating; fi*om a con- 
sciousness that they possess no knowledge of any craft 
that can be turned to useful accoimt. That iS; they 
judge themselves by an English rather than a colonial 
standard. If they knew the nature of the latter; 
which is rather tractability than English knowledge; 
they would not hesitate for a moment; provided they 
were alonC; and had no family dependent on their 
exertionS; whilst they were attaining skill. Though 
even in this respect; Australia presents a highly fa- 
vourable aspect; for in place of requiring a man to pay 
for the skill which is being imparted; colonists are 
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verj wining to paj him, and wril too^ whilst he is 
leeamng^ 

These are most impoirtaiit oonsiiferatrans to manj a 
would-be emigrant though the pennal of this book 
will show him that his fisars are attogether groundless. 
To impress this further on him, is the only objeet of 
these additional remarks^ and none whom they may 
infinence need hesitate to act upon the adidcelwhieh 
they comprise. 

6. B. Earp. 

^^JhutraMan GazetU" Office, March 19, 1853. 
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At a time when all the various inhabitants of Old 
England are regarding with longings yet somewhat 
doubting eyes, the wondrous accounts of golden rooks 
and sands which reward the toils of their Australian 
brethren ; when thousands only delay their departure to 
the ^^ promised land" from imcertainties as to the best 
mode of transit — ^the best preparations for their long 
and tedious journey'— and^ perhaps^ a few natural fears 
as to what may be expected on arrival at the port of 
their destination ; — a few words of advice^ a trifling 
narration of adventure undei^ne and wonders ob* 
served^ may not be deemed altogether out of place ; 
even though pamphlets^ cheap hand-books^ and a 
thousand journals have already done much in making 
the English public familiar with the leading foa- 

c 
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tares in the now eyery-day-matters relating to emigra- 
tion. 

As I would gladly think that what I write may be 
useful to the many whose minds are turned towards 
the Australian Colonies^ it may not; perhaps^ be amiss 
to reverse the usual order of things^ and give the con- 
clusions andirad «t eyen. before the j^oeuDds en which 
those conclusions are based; and^ JBrst, as to who 
should* emigrate^ or^ more strictly speaking, wha 
should not; the first class would be ^^ legion" indeed; 
the latter are happily but few. 

From a brief consideration of what is wanted; no 
onC; unless blinded by an immoderate self-love^ can fail 
to be assured whether it be worth his while to leave 
IIUi oouBtrjr* first in ih« lii(t elf qwalffifi«tiiin8, Hbeh^ 
stsBMb ;per86veranoe; a sturdy John SuU feeliag dtT 
deteimiiiation; nut 'to be shalsen by a ahort illness :or a 
BHBiof dlUludi^ but to jplod forwavd; Beonre of Dam* 
iBoFlMineVs smileB, if theie be but loouiage emmgii'A^ 
fitand against 4hfi &Bt aroagh bnffe^ whiah, peiohaiiaQ; 
anay meet the aiovioe in ihe«tiiangfe land .in wiuoii)li» 
im cast his lot. Of scaioely «eoaid importanoeds i(^ 
tiiat drink do not hold its miinous^ aoul^debasing influ* 
enoB «ever the intending -emigraiit; i^ indead; he be 
addicted to the idcc); fiureweU all thopes of sisii^ in {his 
aiew inhere; all that is ^^ained ob 2tBqxdiM^Jspeat,4Knii 
A miserable death soon onds ae miaerable Ji li&^ liquor 
of all sorts isao easily ohtainabki; aoiddn ithe ^coIaniflB 
at so flight a cost; compared with England, that thoa- 



KBCBMRFT OF m^vmmN. M> 

sands Aie^Mreedkad m tiusi^ptkdasaftd; or, ix) <KS0^fMMr 
Tom Sbod^s fliniite, tiie rock tbej Bplit «po0i » ^pua$i^. 
l^wA 18 tliiie ^reait jbaioe jof tbfe ookmm in qneilaaay 
•Bid^nias!! ttliflt^ji^uU be so; &e Jbigle-flapD<m waA 
Mileaiaii .seem ta be imt <too well (fitted by 9eme ikiai^ 
(partaide m liie 'Qompeaition of iiieir daj^^to evfiH the«i- 
.aebes of Ksfae fiaital oppertimities tbve -affioBded lSiem «f 
:8t'0De :strdke doslirojiiig' Khemseh'-ee aod tiheir femiliee. 
Bo iiQt fdUsk this piotnse ioe bigftdy ^odonved'; but 
ima 4o HDjuxoft ^ paper ^lAadi gives 'a «tati8tiQSl 
aeeamnt of tbe JLustraiian Cdoxaee^ and titeire msak iCbe- 
^^foantit J «f £piritfi cosisunied in propovtimsL fto Dbe jioipo- 
.lAtion^ made fusSieetf the ^nropertion yfiia^h itevesiw, 
TpfDblie-honseS; fvog'''ahop8; «iid the l&e^ twar to fdie 
orambars of lother 1ii»deexBon'« ^fjffm m 4ie irmflas 
,:io(wsis. 9/he neeult ^nay than be guessed at. Sbasraoi 
forbid duit I ahoirld 'deerj tbe ^uee lOif «parits ^ini 
jnoderation^ btft 'better^ far bertter^ fowiwe&t the nee 
'jtfwn ftH into &e tibuae ^i^di nagr be 4aily; t^^ 
3i0iia% (nritneaBed intown^tioiiQ^^ and hvtA, &Q Aivm- 

If « aoan %e «sAer^ ^peMOTorin;^ <and jbleesed miOi 
idearalile JafiaMh^ the fnaOi sn^oeed. An8.lratia is a laond 
for tone «nd fdl^ ^herebotb liead anid^hand me anre^of 
;a vewavd Sat their -esertioii']; %ut ^ (AinflMtia^ as m 
•flbgiiaBd and met^hme cAse^ tihe voddeas^ tiie im- 
jMrovideat; "the slnggafd; 'and I3ie drnnhard oanneit^^o 
-suit, and ^ill not proeper* 

WhoeiFer my jwade» xnagr ^e, inen df toYrns ^and 
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cities^ or dwellers in the yiliages of our native land^ I 
say to all, ploughmen and weavers, mechanics and 
shepherds, clerks from behind your desl^s of ill-paid 
toil and drudgery, or starving honesty wandering in 
the streets, if you know yourselves to be sober, per- 
severing, and honest, come to Australia, and you will 
prosper; a thousand chances are there for all; labour, 
be it of head or hand, is valuable and well paid for ; 
none but vagabonds starve— none ar6 unhappy but 
those who deserve to be so. Understand well what is 
recommended, and ask your hearts in honesty and sin- 
cerity of pui*pose if you are what I have said, if, un- 
daunted, you can work hard, and fare hard, perhaps, 
for a short time for a certain reward ; if you cannot 
answer these matters satisfactorily to your own con* 
sciences, in the name of all that's good stop at home, 
for you will be worse here than you are there. 

Many, very many, are there who, after having 
thrown up good situations in one of the towns, have 
started to the 'diggings,*' have become disgusted 
with the fatigue and hardships incidental to the rough 
travelling in the bush and over mountain roads; and 
after a few days' trial of digging, with scarcely patience 
to dig deep enough to reach the stratum in which the 
gold is most plentifully found, have started back again 
with curses loud and deep, because, through unaccus* 
tomed labour, their hands were sore, or because they 
could not find a ten or twenty ounce nugget imme- 
diately they broke ground; and, again, because they 
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did not like damper, or tea, sugar and sugar lag all 
lH>iIed together. These are the men who grumhle and 
do not succeed, and would wish other men to femcy 
t&at the fault lies, not in their folly, but in the 
country. 

There are hardships, doubtless, trying to the consti- 
tution, trying to the mind, trying to the temper, but 
how is it at home ? * Have you not quite as great in 
England ? Is it not better to have plenty in Australia 
as a shepherd, a herdsman, a farmer, a grazier, or 
a gold digger, even though that plenty be rough in 
its cookery, and with no better sauce than a healthy 
fif^etite? Do yon not in England work as hard as 
tiie body can be driven, either with head, hand, or 
both, for just enough to keep body and soul together ? 
If you do, is it not easier to exert that labour where, 
in a short time, it will render you happy and affluent, 
in a land where marriage adds to a man's wealth, and 
each child that is bom to him is likewise an addition 
not only to his happiness but to his affluence ? But, 
to gain this, you must work sturdily and soberly. 

Thus much for qualities required to prosper in the 
Australian colonies — qualities, truly, which, more or 
less, are likely to succeed anywhere, but which there 
have a wider field for adventure, and a certainty which 
cannot be felt in the crowded cities and towns, the 
unceasing grinding competition, and increasing num- 
bers of England. All of you, then, who in England' 
feel that you are endowed with a moderate share Of 
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tba qpialitisft nanied sfaoviM start, and at mws; h«t i^ 
oupoadSariagon the atepy. you feel doubts and heaub^ 
tio^pause^aoMl examine your heairti wielL and doaeljr 
te know wlaetlie^ those doubts arise from the ttatural 
dread which hangs over one about to embark in anevr 
cqptorfr of Uii, or whether they arise front a conseious- 
BiMS of not coming near the mark I hare poinled oot» 
If this- latter^ stop at home. If yon ted yooraekeft to 
fae^ easily turned from a purpose, or fond of yoor eaeey 
or fond of the hcyttle; stop at home. Stop at home^ 
rained men abeat town. Stop at home^ '^ gcaitff>'' 
wkoM^ ambition is to be great at< the ^^ Casimey" the 
^^ Ciier^ceHafs/' of the bettmg-hiofises^ Stop ait 
bom^ all. yon who cannot do without hoit watet for 
shasfjng^ and finger-nftpkiae^ and Soyer^a saoees at 
dstmer^ Biifr to alL who earn work and wUl work, what- 
ever or wlMvver they may be,.! say, ^ Corner for it is 
a* great and gbnoos lattdl Come,, and hapfwaess^ 
pfattty^ and content await you he«eJ^ 

Early in 1847,^ » desire to escape from the thraldom 
of a. London office induced three of us to> emigvate. 
Hamg but few hopes ia England, and no connexions 
tor delay our departure,, or indace us to^ after our plans, 
vm sailed for Adelaide as steerag^-passenget s^ both as 
a measute of ecoHMsy and. to habituate 110 in seme 
degree to the hardsidps we had little doubt wo shonU 
hum to naidefg!»3 ^^ many a worse introdoctieii we 
ntigikt have had-^ihat is to say, bearmg in mind the 
pmrpeaB for which we aot^bt sneh an iatroductien. 
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Tha good sUp iva& tolerably full; and, air all' wece laad* 
filk^ aS course all wei» sraa irarjr skk;- eadi Imdt 1» 
riiift for himsalf; and Koke* tbe best of maiOeiaaB they 
oeenived. Bat Ibis passed off as w& became bdbstnaled 
to the motion; of the Tossel: sttH tbero. wete maaj 
tbioga to aamoj and make mattens tmcomfortable ; so 
many persons thrown together in a narroir and con* 
ined apace could acarcelf agzeoy and constant quarrel- 
Kag wvnt oaf tfaoiy tka dneqpima of the abap^ wbieh 
wa» neeeaaariljf attcustly enfeioed, bora haid upas Hm 
ateerage-pasieafgafi^ and encaaffy daiip not bod, wan 
freqoflotljrshoRraied ob tihepooi slappoiF'ls bead^ though 
Ibeliefvkadul bat; ki» dntyv I Gai%benrever^eaaiij 
imagine tbaf^ usth m damzneering- er bratal master^ the 
steerage. of frTBflid. woalibftTeKfly ft piaee of tovmient 
&r tiiies» wfaidw itt-iktie ocBiidaetBd titeaai Iheia. 

I i$Sl laot ^aak of tihadetaia; off cot i^jnget: via 
bad gaiB» andk eahDa;^ batches battened down a&0B« 
time, whdbt Anader^ Hghtaingj raai; aad tha beawj) 
&11 of wate en diedcasvawave would pep its bead 
over, filled those below with feelings not easttj 
mtagined or described ; at anoAer tima we- bad a bout 
of gaspmginftdeadcalfaabeneatha sub' Mika a ball of 
five immedialbaly above ous beads — ^but thai^ like^ our 
ethor truds^ did not last leap. We crossed tiia liae^ 
aoid I beliefs seme fsn, aa Jack would call it^ was eon* 
tempkited^ but that the enai^prants had beard of tha 
kind of jokes perpetrated and did not aeeai to adnure 
the idea ; tie good oU skipper incerpeeed bis autbo- 
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ritjy and all passed off quietly. All these mishaps^ we 
were assured^ were bat the ordinary course of a mariner's 
life, and^ believing it true^ whether it was or waa 
not> many a sincere vow was registered that one voyage 
in a life-time was enough, and that nothing should 
induce the grumblers to venture on another trip over 
the billowy sea. 

We arrived sa&ly, and with light hearts, and not 
very heavy pockets, entered Adelaide to ^^ seek our 
fortunes." Totally unused to labour, it may be believed 
a not very cheering prospect was before us; but the 
feeling which prompted our departure from England 
upheld us here, and it was with a fiill determination to 
succeed that we landed on the Australian shore. 

We had been strongly advised by certain firiends in 
England to make up our minds as soon as possible after 
arrival as to our future proceedings^ and th«n at once 
to leave the town, where lodging and living were 
extremely dear. A cabinet council was soon called ; 
we were now to decide what was to be done and to 
doit^ 

As to turning farmers or graziers, that was out of 
the question — ^we knew nothing about it, and we 
doubted, for the first time, perhaps, what we were fit 
for. It was resolved, neni. can.,hoyreYeT, that we should 
wait on certain gentlemen to whom we had received 
letters of introduction and frankly ask their advice. 
We did so, and the answers were as frankly given :— - 
^^ Tou have too little money among you all to do any- 
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l^ing on speculation : your best plan is to put the little 
you have in a bank, where, by-the-bye, you will receive 
a high rate of interest, put your pride in your pockets, 
and start into the bush ; get yourselves employed as 
shepherds, stockmen, or anythisg of the sort which 
will give you an insight into the mode of keeping and 
raising sheep and cattle. You will receive good wages, 
all of which .you may save, and in a short time you 
may commence operations for yourselves with confi- 
dence and an almost certainty of success." We were 
t<rfd in the course of conversation that we might cer-* 
tainly, if we chose, obtain situations about the towns, 
btft they would not be so materially better than those 
we had relinquished in England as to compensate for 
the expense and inconvenience we had imdergone, and 
even then we should have no prospect of aught beyond 
remaining in slavery all our lives — ^to avoid which we 
had voluntarily expatriated ourselves. 

Although we had sought for advice with a firm 
resolve to act upon it, yet it was with feelings of 
mingled hues and shades that we commenced talking 
over among ourselves the various accounts we had 
heard and advice received in our round of visits. Even 
though resolved, it was not a very easily-managed 
thing to at once pocket the &lse pride usually felt by 
those not bom to manual labour ; and I verily believe, 
almost the greatest trial we have undergone was 
that first one of '^beginning the world at tHe begin- 
ning." 



4B' TUB BOiLD^ 

HaTaag^fized vpcm oisr mad* of pnceiliur^ we Hah 
posed of aartauk portioos o£ our outfit wiiick W9 ftniiid 
of biU».littlftiisft b»ufl; tha other povtioaa whidirWft did 
B«t iMWidiatety leqnire we left in. the caee of some, of 
ouv good friends in tha city; and vkh a knajeaek of 
aftwiieeeieaBj Utti^aliiBgiatomr kack% and a thick 
aapliiig in the. kasid of eaeh^ we kft Addaida flun« daji 
afiier landing: 6om the ship. 

Inlapof dMBonr pkas^ it had been, proposed, if 
pasiifak^ that wa should hire em iha suae run or hxm, 
as. our ohoiea might frtU^ hul^ afe. all ^^imiitSy thatit 
wwdd kebettw to sepaoaAa than, that two oCuashodrd 
kiia foB the same puffpasa^r-ouff auni hflDiif; to lean^ 
ana wadd ha saffieient ta aaoh hoaiidij^ aGkervard% 
wkaaweakaald cooHaeoaaior ewadwM, we canU in 
tioni inetBoet eaeh other in. those pmats of whialk hidi- 
mfaalljr wa stood ia need : an, thaa Ykm of oar hmT 
ness is to be found oaa of tba gF^aaft eanaesaf aur idtir 
nala sucaasai 

We tradgad nenrily along tha road^ wkich), near tba 
tomm, waa saAoiently liika Old Eoglaad to reeal a 
thaasand scenea and memariea ; and as acottaga here, 
or a gsHidea there^ waa passed, one. m (rtker of as 
waaki discover a &aeied resemblance to a. home scaie^ 
aad Bsaaj a. kope waa expressed of soma day again 
rairisitiag the spota which wove so vividlj xasalled* 
After afewm^; howevW; tha aspect of thasamMud- 
ing objects; thoagh stiU; bring far frooa wild oar na^ 
cultiYated; sufficiently impressed upon us the fact* thai 



1IM' waee ia. a stcwgis laad^ witb stvangft trees^ shmlM^ 
blcdfli^ a&d iosectfl; d\«pytbiag aftraag^y and ^^ jmnmmg 
stnuige." The road was dualj ia the astvenw^i aaA 
ineieafled the Uil of walkijig: in: aft eroeedittg d^proe ^ 
— eyeS; tShi»«fiy and naitrila alike iofoiag. fzooa Hkm 
impdpaibk eavtk whiclt av^v^ff k^aath oC wisdi. arar j 
foate<i^^ aft wei passed oa^ raiaed m daads ; wfaibt (mr 
gaements wesa like Joa^h*a gaimflttt-^f YaaaiiB 
c^iovass, h&m thei aante caoee^ Afiies several xmrnur 
halbEi^ in> eadee ia fraooae a ewg^ of water to waak m 
IMe oi ti)« fiae clay jGkhq amr tkooata aa tbot saiaaa 
xaagM^Wlaft far xaapuatioikyW'e fiaa% Woi^bt up^far 
tha xaghi at tt mmslL ^^ ahabeffli " oa tha road^ tiia 
wUdt^ tiiaiig^ ba^ & short daj'a marck Iroaa t]» 
i:Mtrofo]]fi of tlo j/nmoc^ was saa]»d j equal ta Urn 
saiaUt ale-banBaa of oar owB^cooBtirjr idUi^a ; and hsam 
wai were first iafrodsaed to the sfafilitt artidas af faad 
theau^boot tbe AuatoaSao; oolaitiea — srattaQ-steaks^ 
davtpeiry and tea. Tka daaqpr i» noduag: noae tkaii 
floiir and water'kBaaded teassftber and suida into smali 
flat cakes; lemetiaieswitiiaKtefle salt maad, and dien 
baked on: the keartlk ar a gnd(Qe'-plait^ as the- heose. 
he^ena to paeasss one- Tka tea is equally roddlj 
mada;> a.q<ttaatitj of tea is pint in ai potwitli sugary 
wiit«a is pofired in^ asud the whole is tkeo boiled 
tog^er. When sogsar is scarea in. the bwA^ tba asait* 
ting of which the sitgar-baga are made ia also popped 
into the teaippot^ to eztmat the. sacdmrine mattery so 
tk8ty,toastrattger9 the infinnon has rather a strange 
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taste : it requires some time to become used to th^ 
peculiar taste of the damper bread; but hunger and 
use soon overcome trifling discomforts like these^ and^ 
m &ct; on this, our first trial, I believe we made a very 
sufficient meal off the viands I have mentioned. 

After our appetites were sated, we lighted our pipes 
(by the way, another general habit in the colonies — 
pipes are universally used, and a meerschaum is in- 
valuable), and, in company with our host, prepared for 
an evening's chat. After having poured forth for the 
infonnation of our host and his iamily everything we 
could call to mind of English news, we commenced 
inquiries respecting our chances of success in the 
life we had marked out for ourselves, and, sooth 
to say, no answers could have tallied better with our 
wishes than those we received ; it came out that our 
host had been induced to emigrate to Sydney, and for 
some short time had been employed, together with his 
wife and children, on a farm not iar firom that city ; 
but feeling desirous of getting farther into the bush, 
he had changed, and changed again, until, in about seven 
years, he had been nearly over the three chief colonies ; 
and finally, with the money he had saved, they had 
bought a small plot of land firom the person who owned 
it. He then run up a small house, and all turned to 
cultivating their little nook of ground, adding a trifle 
to their means of living by entertaining wayfarers — 
though the income derived firom the latter source 
could not be great, I suspect; for, except a heai^y 
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shake of the hand to fiftther and sonS; not an idea 
of recompense or reward would they entertain or 
hear of. 

We slept there that nighty and receiving directions 
as to our route and conduct^ we started forth on our 
onward career. According to the advice we had 
received we struck off from the road we had beeik 
following^ and proceeded in a more easterly direction 
in order to arrive at a station which we were informed 
was some considerable distance on, having been more- 
over assured that we should be meeting with settlers* 
hutS| but where we should be heartily welcomed by 
the inmates. The road or pathway along which we 
were now passing was of a most wretched description, 
often, indeed, difficult to trace: the only foliage was 
that of the straggling bushes around, and here and 
there a huge ungainly gum tree, standing like a 
skeleton giant in our way* Here we met an adven** 
ture which had nearly deprived us of one of our 
party. 

Whilst plodding forward, now watching the strangely 
ornamented birds which were flitting about, or talk- 
ing over our plans, one of my companions, ob- 
serving at the side of his path a thick piece of stick, 
struck at it as he walked by; judge of his surprise as 
the fancied stick reared itself with an angry hiss and 
threatening eye; before it coidd spring, however, he 
-struck it down, but without killing it; in another 
moment, however, the three saplings descended upon 
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jwdl dflftnifed it; eTOH is dyiDgy hmmrav ^be icfidb 
iDtaprpaGl iBi and iGxad iIb firngt in ^e tittek I )»li*; 
finding it dead I allowed it to remain clinging to Ab 
fitodk, end eanrisd it nm widt ne i» ilie imd •? /onr 
<diy*(0 JMniej. Befoie thiB wt had smt given (qdb 
likcmgbt to tdtt poBBiUlitj cff mac^g uny pdiMnenn 
Mplslei^ Itvt onr friglit ootouSe .us wadbskssAj .ciwefitly 
and la iride kedbh uraa^en to vupiaang xdudBilbiokei 
BiapicacmSyteitlwr in citr padih lOr Vy itbe nde^cff iL Qe 
Jheltkig ifior tthe .OYflmng at a amfl Imty in ^Uch 
MaMed aewildan jtriahman (a8ief«r.liDMthad in oriOiMl 
inT fta SinaiaM Sahi ^vro ^ware ^eaBurad t&at Ihe TQjptilaB 
vaere Intii ingblyvanoDioiiB and often inet vdA^^iM; 
tinKt Aegr wera little to be feared; 'being andabrnt «Dd 
tinrid; in point tif feet, the goeaiait idan^er «rdb8 
from itheir indoknoe expoeing tdMODi {to be trodden.oB; 
when they irase likelj to apring ;atitii8 ofianAec AtiH^ 
Imt few caaee ware known of pevsons being bitteB, 
Aongh when saoh am aodAeixt 4id nnfiEurtimaidly dabs 
place; the wound was always mortaL 

One fevemng kere ww spant snudi «b fthe ffonner^ 
bat onr Irish friend 'waBnd (oexlt day aJOonsidevtfUe 
^tanoe with .na, and befidreieaYiog ns; pointed out«onr 
HFWj^ and dien :bado us Gad^spsed. These is 210 use an 
aepealing the detaib of taxr tjomsiay (np the >oo8iitry ; 
sneh (tfbings youmay see in .every ifaodk or paper about 
^esa oabaies; ao I wall even Msf on to mar aBrival 
«t ite *^trm:' 

We axxNRadxearly onefaresoon act the apot, a&d^fiMMid 
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mne te& or imdm initB tQg0(iher| iri& a hvgv ndkd» 
ia i^Hus, ISfii a vSlage^und. A jRose •£ xuuqrdags 
isBtaudy xaised aa ahuni, avd a ODU}ib of inada 
popped :cmt cf sona af linB ioita to aaa triiat uraa tbs 
aaaae of tl» 4ifltini)8ao0« A warn ipdoooae ims st 
once accorded to us^ all hands were absent^flBoept Aa 
Invt&flqMry aeoil qobs af tiba msa wIm ifaad apim&ed 
iua skonMer bf a £dl f mm a imne, sa dagr !«r t«» 

Althongli we were welooma esoagli, itisaamai flaft 
iha doga did not by aiigr meaaa admiie ike ontBadoD- 
^kian of ^^ Chance" inlD ilheir >diiinaiiwu Bj-Aenb^ 
I have not yet Jateodnoad ifaim, and as ihe Qbas dane 
me ^ood service, it iitould rbe m gross injaatice not to 
idrvw lus partiait. 

I hacame aoguainted 'maA him in AdeHaide, wbeia 
IbB nffas ibeing^ nmiOBrcifid^ ^maoled hysundiy 'Stneel^ 
mus, ia aonseqaence I aiqqKne of Jbis heaag a Mai 
stranger; perhaps also^ becauaa lliey 'were a litde 
jealous tof 'the ornament he had nmnd 'his neek, neither 
mo» or less -than a paacenf vhainatladfaed ta aibeafe 
jnllock; from which IfaaciBd ihim to 'be some fAlp 
dog ileit in a hottt as n igasEtdy "who, gattii^ hun^g*!^ «ar 
.Baathn, imanagwd to gat loose and was neat hat. Be 
*&!bAmm at BHK^9 my aympathiBB weie .aroused, and bgr 
i&m ingaraoB ane ^of ;a utiok i had in my hand, 3 
aaoooadad da drnving the *fadEiBs off and leairing mj 
&iend in ^peaoe : mmsh to my aarprise, he mmiediat% 
attefihed Imnaalf to me aad followed xdose tomy hedb, 
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^Tery look of his eyes, every wag of his tail, saying 
^ I mean to stick to you." I was well-laughed at on 
getting back with my acquisition, but malgre tout, 
I formerly adopted him and christened him '^ Chance " ; 
and a good chance I have ever considered it that I 
ibtmd him. 

He is rather a yellow tinge, strong as a young tiger, 
and equally determined and fierce. His gripe is like 
that of a vice, and I have never yet known him turn 
tail at anything ; and now that the dogs in and round 
the hut were clamorously entering their protest at the 
addition to their number. Chance stood by my side, 
head a little down, tail up and teeth displayed quite 
'^ ready" as the hut-keeper declared. A few well- 
applied lashes with a heavy whip quickly restored 
peace, and seating ourselves, we were speedily engaged 
in taking off the rough edge of our appetites, which 
had been considerably sharpened by a walk of five to 
six hours that morning. 

In conversation we mentioned our desire of taking 
service, mysielf as a labourer, little H as a shep- 
herd, and M— — , finding it would be difficult to get 
•employed on a farm as first desired, determined also to 
engage as a Jack^of-all-trades, if possible — herdsman, 
hut-keeper, and gardener. We laughed heartily at 
his resolve, but he persevered in it, and carried it out. 
-After several days' delay in making arrangements, 
<S;c., it was finally arranged that M— and myself 
should join the party with whom we were stopping, to 



mteim28L per aBnum eadi> with a- weekly aUowaooo 
of 10 lln; meat^ 10 IbK flour^ 2 lbs. sngar^ i lb. tea^ 
2 Off. of tobacoO; each. IHteairtmie^ H— bad en^^ 
teared into/ sn- agreement to aerre as a shepherd m the 
Be^hfaoarhood (aboat twmity or twentf-five nnles dis-^ 
tant); but- he receives SOL perannxun^ rations being tlw 
axmBi Oa eRtering* serviee' we firainkly told our em« 
ployer we Ibsew nothing of cattle or sheep^ and were 
tdd in reply; ao xnueh due better; in answer to oof 
ataisememt; thai^ we could' rido but Iittle> we were> told 
mik a laugh we lAouM soon learn. As l^ere were a 
lasge mtmber of cattle^ we had a considerable numbep 
eif hande employed^ two b^g always left at home to 
In^p all aafe« W - and myself^ therefore^ arranged 
that we should go out altenostdy^ so that each should 
have a fiur share, of wsrk^ experienee> and amusement. 
Horsesc were aQotted. to each^ but no saddle was to be 
had until tile next siqiplies came up the country; 
However, a shift was made, and the' next day I made 
iny debfd. Attaching myself to one of the men, with 
wibbm I was more pteased than the otheis^ we started 
off zJb dayUght at- a etamtcUng gallop, whieh sordy 
ti!ied my nerrss^ a»d I.aoatt found from the gary lai^ 
thai wa& ti!ie only reply leeuld obtain to^ my prayer 
ftr a halt^ tiiatt initiation inta the mystevies^ of ri^ng 
Had commeneed. I^aRtrngfaout thafft day im wsmalmost 
esBttaBtLy in moliflii roimd ibe hccda^ keepng' t^eosi 
together and' iiij geed pastoage^ cave^baiag^ take&^td 
^veid idsiWsg'tiiem mem tfaaa W88> absohitely 
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sarj. Every now and then some wild youngster of 
tbe herd would throw up his head and tail^ and 
away went we, helter-skelter, after him— he must 
be headed and driven back ; but still take care. Ah ! 
I thought so ; down goes his head, and with a vicious 
bellow he charges the bold man who dares to bar hi» 
path; a touch on the rein, and the well-trained steed 
swerves aside, whilst the heavy-thonged whip ds^ 
scends with a crack like a pistol on Bullee's side or 
head. A second time he is headed, and now he turns 
back to the herd, a lash across the flank making him 
bellow and bound forward as nimbly as he before had 
rushed the other way. In one of these episodes, the 
excitement of which well nigh made me forget the 
ma;rtyrdom I was suffering, the beast which had 
separated from the herd suddenly turned at right* 
angles in its course, and charged at me like a thunder- 
bolt. He was a fine bull, nearly all black, and as, 
with flashing eyes, and foam on his lip, and broad chest, 
he dashed at me, he looked a noble animal. I did 
not think so at the moment, however, for, swerving 
my horse on one side, he started somewhat abruptly, 
and I went flying over his head, — another moment and 
I should have been in the air or beneath the bull's 
feet, when, like a shot, one of the men went over me 
at a stride, and as his whip descended with the fall 
swing of his arm, I saw the brute wince and turn 
away* One second more and I was again in ike saddle ; 
•whilst laugh, jest, and quip ran round at my tnmUe«! 
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' On gaming oar hats in the evenings we found our 
meal ready for us — beef and mutton-chops and steaks 
fried — damper and tea^ and could I have found any 
position in which I could have partaken of my meal 
with ease^ I should have been happy. But; alas^ no ! 
neither sittings standings squatting^ lying; ^Q^^ kneeling 
was practicable long; I tried each, but my bones 
ached; and sore, sere was my flesh after that day's 
ride. My mistakes and mishaps afforded the themes 
for that night's gossip over our tea and pipes, and 
merrily and happily did the hours fly by, until it was 
time for ^^ snoozing." A watch was stationed and the 
dogs fastened round, as the dingoes, or wild dogs, 
destroy great numbers of the young calves, and will even 
enter the enclosure in which they are penned, in spite 
even of the dams, dogs, or watchmen. Although roused 
several times by the clamorous barking of the dogs, 
yet the night passed off without any disaster, and the 
next morning, after preparing breakfast, the partiea 
started, leaving myself and the hut-man at home. 

I had resolved to make my horse as much my firiend 
as possible ; and in order to teach him to know me and 
obey my voice, I had tethered, or rather picketed him, 
about twenty yards from the front of the hut, and as I 
•passed about, kept speaking to him and occasionally 
giving him something to eat. He was half wild, and 
did not at all like my approaching him, making use 
of his heels occasionally in a way which rendered it a 
matter of consideration how to get within reach, which^ 
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how6v«r^ I B9W and' thea did^ smoothing nmA.mmatiMg 

Whilst thuseinplbjad) tcrnrards mxd'dBsjtmf'emar- 
pnotoi^ saddealj made. a. dart, tovraodfl* the i^dfo 
yaod;^ with the ejacahilion of ^' Bj Jove ! thtttB'ft a 
diittgfoei" aod sure enough, atinftmeixt.afterwaasd& anwajr' 
bowiod the gentleman^ heading; for somebiisii Bba^ 
ar Buile diatast; ^^ Ho! Change;: ho! aftei^ Um^ mj> 
ho[yi !'^ One seooindjsiiffieed. to tear the picket &>m. tha 
giM«nd;, I £EirgQit. my stiffiiess,. mj pain, my aehea^ 
dftnag mj heeis^ ag^st. mf good steed's < std^e^ 
aiwiaj) wa wwik as; for dear- litis, tha ding^e< maluii^ 
£19^ the bufih. as hard ae he oould.tear along^ GhaiuiQ 
at^las(heekJikevgnm deatb^^mjaelf iatfae i^r, bareh 
headed and mthoat saddle> briilie», Bpnxa^ or irinpd 
'^Ho.f Chance, ho ! a. haodred. jard& woib: and. he 
is:your>09niy bcanw-dog, hie on ! hie.on! " 

The neast momenti mj horse stretched ovtitot elMr 
a small ofaasm wiuch I had. not notiofid^. so, imbeat 
was I on' the' ding«ej and baraly keeping mj seat 
as>hetreise^ I i^erilj thought'. I was in* pieoes^when. he 
laaided. But ner^' mind; '^Kuah fimrari! Oa! 
Ghane^ on ! pull hkx down; brave dag.'' [Bhe 
di&goe< turns; now foD the tug of war ; not^ao^^^tiie 
oominyy brute lieS' down oir its book, and; OJMtnoe 
panting^ stands over it^ gaang with astonshment-and 
oeatnnpt. L sprang down to lash: it; up^ bntsaa Hm 
dog titnMd.ta'liek/myv hand, Master I>ingo».th«aight 
ImMmaiiumfiikBoSi Yain hoif&f be had, seai0el3^ 
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a ytitd befell the dog was upon him^ one nip ncrosB 
the hnoBf'a'ctj, and an sngry growl^ and the robber 
^Nm defunct; while OhancsB; boundi&g and gambbUng 
ttiarA, clahned :ihank8 irom me by his aoisy criei. 
I patted and oaretsed h&m, &en seieit;^ the 4md 
^ 'animal; leaped on 'to mj kersey and gaHsped baok-to 
rdie Ihnts. 'Oh! ihgat qgkrnms ran; maay ^a teaiag 
gallop liarve I had ona^e ihen, hat ^Hmt Axat £vie 
wntBbmy wnth *boiiB^ *ble«id; on >my ^mweiVs have imd^, 
made ^ne ra iunsennm. Strange^ ' tao^ 'fma > t^at tose 
ixxy imtBe, whloh a/ntomeot before had ksfaed outsat 
ue widi his faeels; seemed to ^reeagmee naie, wSiiib- 
mied aa I gave hhnfood vr (Saressed him/aad'howeTar 
distaat; « afdistle er a word, if it but<isanglit hds'ear; 
tenaglitium at fiill speeds my aide. 

Hbm passed our nohoys in wild gdllofis after «wild 
nskith, or wilder 'dingoes; 'sometimes a rkangamo 
'sliowed Titself; and ^en I am a&aid d;fae isittie vTeike 
^r Ito iime ingotten^ as at headlong speed we 
endeavonmd to ride dt down. Soanetimes with >a igut^ 
^of wbich seireral of im could boast possemoD, we 
'iwodUL add gaudily t^lotihed panrdtS; blue binds, wmI 
other winged inhabitants ef the bush, to our rarely 
'vermd meab. Soaaittimes an * opossum (not sMNdi 
iXeUaked) or a 'kangaroo rappeared on >our %able> aad 
(at n%ilit ihe wiM tale, 1^ merry fseng, oir the >nddle, 
wotdd beguile the bng houro. 

Asaong ihe things we had left behind m Adelaide, 
fmsse a number of boolffi sad magaadnes^ and m join- 
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ing we had sent word down so that they might come 
up with the next waggon -load of provisions, &c. 
These I read aloud as long as they lasted, and many 
a long and serious argument took place from the 
facts or fictions which thus were brought under tlie 
notice of my companions. When we had read all 
these and discussed them thoroughly, it struck me 
that, instead of reading them aloud ajgain as had been 
purposed, W and myself could find in our me- 

mories a goodly stock of novels, of which, if we coidd 
'Carry on the story in a consecutive manner, we could 
at least find materials for many a long evening. My 
proposal was hailed with acclamations, and through 
the long evenings of nearly three years which we 
spent there, most of the novels of Scott, James, Mar- 
Tyat, Bulwer, Cooper, and others, were retailed for 
their amusement, whilst neighbouring shepherds and 
drivers have ridden ten and twelve miles to spend 
ft few hours, listen to the story, afterwards wending 
back their weary way cheerfully and contented. 

About three months after we joined, we had a 
•cattle-branding, which I will describe as a speicimen 
of some scores at which I have subsequently assisted. 
Our cattle, being most of them old hands, did not 
require driving home like newly bought ones, ^which 
for some time after changing masters require con 
stant care and watchfulness to prevent them start- 
ing off for their old run. In consequence of being 
less closely watched, ours, though all near at hand, 
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were somewhat wild^ and we knew we should have 
a job in getting them together. AH hands ftom the 
stations and runs around were therefore called upon 
for their assistance, which is always cheerfolly ren- 
dered, as each master in turn requires the same 
accommodation. On the appointed morning then 
we mustered twenty-seven hands, all good men and 
true, and mounting, we dashed off, describing a large 
circle in order to bring all our herds in at once. 
. After several hours the various lots were seen tend- 
ing towards the common centre, the stock-yard. 

This said yard, I should inform you, is a species of 
pound, constructed of course with reference to your 
requirements, with gear for slaughtering, branding, 
&c. We had two, at some distance apart, and divid- 
ing the herd, a portion was headed toward each. 
Now commenced the tug of war — no force, no per* 
suasion .would induce many of them to pass the gates; 
they, seemed to anticipate what was to follow ; the re- . 
fractory would one moment dash off at fiill speed hoping 
to escape, charging everything that came in their 
way. Frustrated in that, one would dodge into the 
other parcel of cattle, and commence his pranks afresh 
there, whilst not a few of them, after several trials, 
lay down on the ground, and nothing but severe 
lashing would make the cunning brutes rise. At last 
they were all enclosed. Near the gates sat two of 
the older stockmen with the description-books, enter- 
ing the written portraits of all the youngsters we had 
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to maiBs:. The bnoidiiig-iroiis ane of Tsriaus sorts* 
Some ownecs are conteat witibi initials^ otters hava 
a £mcj for crosses, stars^ Jbc., sood some joake use 
of most .unintelligible hieroglypliicS; and for no better 
season than tbst the brand should not be ixnitialbed^ 
Little £Ood if it were, for such marks are alwayj^ 
obscure, and the master -or brandar Inmself oould 
seldom swear to his stock. The faraadiBg-inons are 
attadied to a long handle to avoid injizry to ;the 
operator's hands, and when heated to :red&ess ;aie 
applied to the ihink or somettmas :the shoulder; the 
latter ie^ however, in my opinion a dangnrous plan. 
The cattle are lassoed and thrown down if fall grown? 
or jnani£esting anjthu^ like a tartar spirit, but :the 
<»lTes are merely hauled dose to the fitoduiding and 
tfcttQ marked whilst stasdiog. This job lasted us 
fbr some hours amidst ^shoiits snd laughter; one 
moment on unruly beast resisting all e&rts to ^cMtdi 
the head in the noosed rope, or when caught and 
branded, making every one near fly frcnn his frantic 
rag«, the scampering men rolling over the 'raais in 
their haste to escape. What with blunders and 
sficrrow escapes from accident, peals of laughter, the 
hoarse l)ellowing of the caged cattle, and the lAouts 
of those etandin^g aroimd volunteering advice and' help, 
w^ch served to render the '< confiisioa worse con* 
ibusEided," such a scene can be but faintly detseribed ; 
to be approciated it should be seen. 

After the branding had been com^ted^ a jovial 
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ieaet was *prepiirBd for all bands. Beef and mirtton-*- 
salt and frmhj roast a&d boiled— were placed upon 
t&e pladcB whieh did duty for tabk; accompanied 
by Tegetnbles irom oitr garden^ damper^ and tea in 
large pots; aad^ after the inward man had been 
Mtiafied^ tobacco in plenly. IfnA tea was brewed^ 
pipes were lighted aad niigbted; and songs^ and 
stories^ and jests weait Tound until it was time to 
breakup. 

Ocoamonalfy ibis monotonous yet stirring Bfe was 
'varied by a riait to the neighbouring vtations; or hy 
a email party -at honra^ and &us were passed 'two 
yeans ctf our time^ when we considered we wisre 
snffieieiitly vened in cattle and sheep breeding to 
start boldly en e«r own aceoant; but the old herd- 
man^ or'oveneer^ strongly advised us Tstker to enter 
into Hiome agreemait with the gentleman 'on whose 
run we were employed; so tiiat we migbt oecopy 
a portion of it with cattle we miglit purofaasS; either 
by paysient of a entail rent or 'by aclting -as ^assistantB 
:in Tetom for the aeoonnnodation we veceiyjsd. Deem- 
ing this advice too good to be refected, M— — 'vms 
^despatc^d naiit day to make all necessary arrange- 
ntfsnts. A second geod hint had been ^gmn us % 
roor old ^0Bd; that a biU was las good, or needy so, 
as hard oasfa'when ihe endomor <waB :kuown. !M»— -^ 
was told to lieor iiiie in mind, and, 'as umy be 



posed, sage were the councils and advices iie that 
nsgbt recelTed; though little H— -«— somewhat nwread 
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the iolemnity of the partmg ezhoitatioii by advisiiig' 

H to cut off a few feet of his hair and a few 

inches of his moustaches. There was a great deal of 
fenth in the obsenration^ tcnr barbers are scarce in the 
bush^ and none of us had either time or inclination 
to care much about his toilet. A profusion of hair^ 
whiskers^ beard^ and moustache, was therefore to be 
seen on each face, only trimmed sufficiently close 
with a pair of sdssors or shears as not to interfere 
with the functions of eating or drinking; altogether, 
our wild appearance would have enabled us to pass 
either as Robinson Crusoe or one of ^^ La Jeune 
IVaneSf* and we often laughed to fancy the looks 
of astonishment and dismay which would greet our 
appearance at the west-end of London, whilst many 
were the expressions of doubt and wonder as to 
whether our best friends would recognize our browned 
and hair-covered visages. 

It was decided to send M- — down in consequence 
of the money at Adelaide having been paid in to his 
a me ; and as we fiincy he is also the coolest head 
of the party, it was doubly our object for him to go. 
He started off the next morning, and only those who 
have undergone the trial, can appreciate the feelings 
of anxiety and suspense to which we were the victims, 
until his return about a fortnight afterwards. We 
knew well he would waste but little 'time when he 
reached Adelaide in settling matters, but a thousand 
dianoes worried our minds after he had fairly set out : 
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he might lose his way; might he thrown from his 
horse; he taken ill; and what could he do then^ or 
we either? Such was the state of our minds for 
some time; and the only way I could find to relieve 
myself waa by violent and continuous action. I was 
in the saddle the whole day^ skirting the run at foil 
speed on the look-out for stray cattle^ and in the 
excitement of the rapid motion^ and the care required 
to avoid holes and the trunks of fallen trees^ I in 
some degree lost my feelings of anxiety for my aheent 
friend. 

One mornings however^ whilst ahout a mile from 

our hut, I heard my name vociferated by H , 

who the next moment came at a full run towards 
me without hat or coat, his hair flying loose and 
looking like a wild man. '^ Hurrah ! he's hack, and 
he- s all right, and has not been ill ; and, what is more, 
he looks respectable, for he has not an atom of hair on 
his face now." I could not refrain from laughing, 

as I made him sjmng forward towards the huts* It 
was a merry meeting; for nearly three years we had 
been constantly together, and use being second nature, 
we missed each other wofully, though but separated 
for a few days. 

It occupied us but a short time to spread our rude 
table; and, after he had satisfied his hunger, we 
lighted our pipes, albeit early in the day, and squatted 
down to hear his report. He had arrived at Adelaide 
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fiafely enougii; and at once proceeded to liie Tesidesee 
of idee of the gentlemen to wbom vre h&i been bt- 
^btdd for the advice which had determined our 
(anode of procedure upon oar £rBt aerriTal. He had 
already been amtzsed to see the peopk stare at hhU; 
iteeustomed as tbey were to see the gyasders, &c.; 
come davm irom the bush; but <m kaquirmg of the 

mtvmt for 'Mr. , he buarat vf airly tinto a la«g4i 

St ihe woman's look of umazeoiMnt; and Ms nEEnrimant 
w»s not lessened by the lanrprifle jof the wortlry ^eat- 
tleman and his family^ who entirely failed to reeolfect 
'hka. Oa oni^dng imoself knsmn, howcrrer^ he 'was 
vmost wamly welcomed; and every aiBsittanee Iwi- 
"diered hm, to carry forward i^e views 'widi wMdi 
lie had came down. Taking the pracatdnon in tiie 
3Sr8t.plaoe; however, to diyest his &ioeef>the .gnsater 
^jmt of its 'hi]%ate covmaig, ke prooeeded witii «. wr 
kind friend "to see Mr. -^^-^ (the owner of l3ie:rtm 
4Ht which we were); and on making known to him 
'onr vievTB and wishes, fae was met with the titmodt 
loordialit^ and kinrdaess. j4. sfaoEt ^time snfficsed to 
'SGRian^ anatters; land it was agreed Ihat we might 
.lorre SdO h^td of cattle at 3/. 6s. ;per ihsad, and tbe 
vae of the nm for ^siz ^months; it ihebacg nnderatoed 
that we assisted in the tending his herds as well as 
dm* own:; the payment to be ^ntrie byltwo biHs, the 
Jialf '.at ox snonihs; aad the eecofid iialf at -twihe 
iBDstihB ttfter jiate. Jit ilie seme time lie offered 
to tet^s IsBiVe '500 head at the same nrate, or tevon at 



B17SH PAYHBNTS. 61 

aa eaiaaiad omdit if thought fit. This) howevet, 
did: not' suil) our TimrS) andH-*— ^ therefore dedineA 
iti The- &Qt is» that anxiaii maj here always ohtaifif 
good credit! if ' he be known to be sober aad; iiidufr*- 
triotts^ and if,,8ff in, our oaee^ he be known to posaeee* 
a few hundreds, in either of the bajiks^ he may ohtaia 
credit to d$ least <fa)uUe the amount^ and oa most 
adirauDtageous .termsi. 

•This agreement having beea inade> Mr—— drew 
out a ca«|dQ of.bil]% winch, having dulj executed^ho: 
hasided over to the seller^ reenring in return an orderr 
to the oveiseer to' deUTer two hundred head of sdected 
Q9A&% to bfr aUowad to remain upon the run for the. 
apace of six calendar months from thait date^; and sor 
behold us fairlj laun^ed into the Auetralian world 
as cattle holdai» on: our own account. The next 

three dajs were anplojed by ]£ in. attending air 

various places where he thoughtit likely he might meet 
with fine catfle^ in which at length he. proved aac- 
oeeeful; purchasing two splendid young buBsy cokuai 
bffed fioai: ai Dudiam sirC; for thirteen pounds, paid 
down-; these he had brought up with him, net deem«« 
ing it worth while either to run the ridc^ or- go to l^e 
expense of hiring a; man. fiir* die purpose, and as- he 
had'uo fiirther>oooask>n to remain^ he started neoct iag^ 
with his purchase, first; entering into arrangementa 
with persons in the town to send down such oattloi 
S6[My as we -might desire to^Hspose o^ te^ thean fiar sale, 
ar diey coidd beet BMii»ge. Such was thasabrtanee 
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of onr crony'ft tale. After thanking and praising him^ 
and admiring the two splendid brates he had brought 
up with so much trouble^ we sat ourselves down with 
J07 and pride in our hearts that we had at length 
thrown off the yoke of servitude, which, lightly as it 
sat upon our necks, still forcibly on occasions recallfed 
itself to our minds ; still were we thankful that we had 
persevered in our determination, for now with know- 
ledge and increased capital, we started in a fair race, 
equal to any of our competitors and with nothing to 
fear; strong and energetic in our union, the weak- 
ness of one counterbalanced by the strength of another, 
like the old fable of the bundle of sticks. We felt 
' that united we were a match for, and superior to, all 
opposition or trials, and that proving true to ourselves 
a straight road of success and happiness lay open to 
us, and we firmly resolved, ^'coute qui coute/* that 
success should be attained. 

' The next question was the selection of our cattle ; 
and as the branding gathering, &c., would soon take 
place, we resolved to wait until that time, and select 

our animals as they were driven in. M had ordered 

a set of brands to be made and transmitted by the 
drags which were to arrive previous to our branding 
the young yearlings, so that we should be thus all 
prepared at the proper time; our brand was a circle 
with our three initials. 

. A second source of care still remained, and that 
was the selection of a run for our cattle by the time 
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our tenancy expired^ as we were well aware we could 
scarcely expect to remain afber that time even at a 
money rent, as at partiiealar seasons the pasturage was 
but little more than a bare sufficiency for the owner's 
herds. It was a subject of long consideration and 
debate among us, especially as we well knew there 
was nothing for sixty or seventy miles round which 
would suit us, and it was absolutely necessary that 
one or other of us should personally view the grounds 
about, before we took up the run. As the presence of 
all three was not required at the branding it- was 
finally resolved that I should be the travelling member 
of the firm, and should start at once in quest of eligible 
ground and water for our beasts, and that in the event 
of finding such a place, I should at once proceed to 
make sure of it. 

We had bargained with Mr. for the purchase 

of the horses we had been in the habit of ridmg, ob- 
taining the three for the sum of thirty-six pounds ; 
so seeing that my old companion was in good trim for 
a journey, I resolved to start next morning with old 
*^ Chance" and his son ^^ Beauty " — this latter was, if 
possible, uglier than his father ; still he was staunch 
as steel and a favourite with us all. My instructions 
were to find, if possible, a run with a good constant 
supply of water, either by pools or stream, as near as 
possible to the roads and to the towns, and as little 
infested with ^* scrub" or dense underwood as might be ; 
of course trees were wanted for shade, if they could be 
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met witL All these pointo were to. be fvUj osasukred^ 
andaa good anaremge attaiQod.ast^elttDdl ahottld 
fall, in with woiuld allow. 

The next daj I accordingly took my d^artim^.aiid 
as it was quite possible. I might have to eamp out^. I 
toeh'goedicare to cairy with, me a small store of sali* 
mettt and damper> as weU ae good^aubore of ammimitiov 
^•heing armed to the tee A in case of a rencontre with 
a strong native or hoahreaftger, either of whom is in^* 
dined tOr be civil to a. man with: a loaded piece in. hia 
ImhmI. Slnowing that it was^of no . nae atttenqating to 
ppoQitre land to the wei^waiidy I started off in tax 
easterly dir«stio% intending to cboss tfae^ Maarray ooa 
its upper ssbream^ and then seek through, tha country; 
down, towards the coast, trusting nmck^to be.aUe to 
obtain information of anything worth, hav^ing at- the 
i^pherds' huts in the oourse of my journey , cir- 
Gumstanoes which happened induced nm^. howeTer^ 
aliglktly to change my route; and wdU was my search 
newarded by such a change. 

As I had eacpected; I found €»til should h«ve to* 
make myself as happy and coraf&rtable aa I .enuld. in 
the open air for the night, and camtinuedl forward ia 
tiia approaching gloom merdby ta look out for a 
oanifiHrtable>*looking spot. Thia. I. was .nnti Idiag ia 
fiadii^; when, unsaddling mp howa and picketing 
him.wbere^ he waa. sheltered and; had^ plenty of geod 
^aribage^ I set) to wevk lighting a Jaege fire under the 
lee of 8Qa»e:ihiok sionib,. whiohjsheteamcb as 61012 the 
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draught of the night-air which was gently sighing 
around. A little tin pot soon procured me some tea^ 
and making a hearty meal^ I lighted my pipe and was 
soon lost in deep reveries ; at one time recalling dear 
old England and the friends I had left there^ and then 
running over the events of my life here. 

From these thoughts I was recalled hy the fierce 
barking of the two dogs^ who, springing from their 
cosy berth close to the embers of the burning wood^ 
were now dashing about the edge of the bush threaten- 
ing some one or some thing within. Thinking some 
of the natives might be trying to come upon me un- 
awareS; I rapidly cocked and levelled my piece at a 
spot where the rustling of branches and leaves plainly 
pointed out the presence of a living object; singing 
out that I ^'should fire if no one made his appear- 
ance." 

^^ Call o£F these confounded dogs^ then," exclaimed 
a rough voice, and bringing them to my side by a 
whistle, the thick underwood was pushed aside by a 
couple of rough looking men, whom I at once set 
down as escaped prisoners. As I, however, did not 
wish actually to know this to be a fact, I stopped the 
elder man of the two, who was about to explain 
matters, and telling him that I never had been a 
curious man, I proffered them a share in what re- 
mained of my salt meat and damper, which was 
accepted and demolished with an alacrity that spoke 
Tolumes for the hunger they must have been enduring. 
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Giving ihsm flone Uktiooo tbey wave apeedHj ia the 
MVBBtlilieairezLtof lM}]{)iii68ft.' I soon learned frein did 
eddsaiid ends of ibek conTeitsa that they ma^ baTa 
«cc»mbled tki^ugii iiieest end eeni^ over flMMiniUia 
and waste and barraa sands, iot nearly five kiiadt«ed 
miles (even allowing they had progressed in a etrsHglit 
line), fer they OMrationed Itavii^ oraased the live^ol 
range and tiie eoniae af the Maoquane. Thqr in.<- 
tendad, they saU^ to get eo^leyad near Addakle vlo^ 
«n opp<ff tottity 4Xffened to orettum to JBogbud, u$ ikeif 
^^ mere fmte Ured <«/* thie ^euntnf" 
' lioaming the object &r whioh I was ivandering 
about, tliey advised me to keep to nearly a due eaatetly 
coorso; if anythaag, idigiilly tending to the southward, 
^toirards the track betwreen Sydney and Melba«nia, 
4MSiiring me I should naeet good paatare-knd and 
water, though in many places heavily timbered. After 
chatting some timei, oi» of theoft heaped fresh wood 
on the fife, and we then di£|)er8ed oarselves to sleep--^ 
a sign first oalliBg eld ^<}haaoe" to my side, where 
he lay aH night. £efi«e day*hreaik, howaver, nqr 
strange sioquamtBneeswereafiset, and warmly thanking 
.me and bidding me<]kxi<*8peed, departed in a directiaa 
^0 cross the Murray and towards Adelaide. 

I felt very doubtful as to proceeding as they liad 
advised me, ineamuch as tihe distance was so graat; 
Imt if the laad were such as they described, and near 
die Melboiune joad, the adviantages would have more 
than countei'bafamced the laconveni^ces. Beasonii^ 



thus, I determined at onee to strike off in the directio& 
indicated, fnakiag all speed to satisfy myself of the 
troth or filsity ot their representations* My journey 
lay through a low, bnshy country, with dumps of 
gaunt gum-trees scattered here and there. I had to 
pass seyeral rames and i^idlies, and in one place I 
crossed the bed of what, in the rains, would be a coor 
siderable stream, running into the Murray, but now 
a suQcessiitt of smaU pools. The banks had a most 
beautifiil appearaneei^ — a thick belt of shrubs, inter- 
mingled with a species of iry, whose snudl, dark, 
shining leaves formed a beautiful contrast with the 
Other colours of the surrounding foliage* I had hard 
work, however, to get through, as this same ivy 
boond up the whole of the shrubs into one tangled 
mass^ and, in ascending the bank, I had fairly to cut 
a way through. 

The same couivtry, covered with low bushes, clftnps 
of wretelied*looking trees, and here and there a slight 
4wwnf>nce of stones, hj before me as &r as I could see. 
It was at once aj^rent that it was of no use driving 
my horse so hard^ for tibat " camp out" must be the 
order of the day (or ratiier night) again. The doge 
had been snapfnng at kangaroo-rats at frequent in- 
terrsals, so that I had no &ar as to their being in good 
OMidition ; but it struck me, if I should again have a 
430upls of visit<»8 at my nigbf s bivouac, I should be 
running short of my next day's fiEu*e. However, no 
sucji event happened, and by my solitary fire I sat 
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fimoking and sleeping through the long nighty till^ as 
the faint gleams of morning shot along the horizon, 
I blew up the fire, and fortifying myself for my 
onward journey^ I mounted, and again travelled forw 
ward. 

My progress, from the nature of the country, had 
necessarily been comparatively slow, so that after 
pushing on until after mid-day, I began to imagine I 
must have deviated considerably from my line of 
inarch, as be'fore this I had calculated on striking 
the Murrumbidgee ; it was nearly evening, however, 
before I came upon the bank, and glad was I to see 
the waters shining in front of me, as I pushed through 
the tangled undergrowth of shrubs along the course 
of the stream. At the spot where I struck it, there 
was a tolerable body of water, the stream forming a 
kind of sheltered reach, which in the times of drought 
is, T doubt not, one of the large ponds or lakes 
which are the only indications of the course of an 
Australian river at such periods. Not feeUng dis* 
posed to hunt along the bank for a narrower spot, 
especially as evening was rapidly drawing on, and I 
was almost certain to meet with some station or other 
near at hand, I spurred my horse in, and half 
wading, half swimming, we passed over : the cool, 
refreshing feel of the water relieving me of some part 
of the fatigue which I felt. I speedily perceived indi- 
cations of man's presence, both on the opposite baxik, 
and in the country itself; and after riding about a 



BUSH HOSPITALITY. 69 

mile forward, the welcome sight of a large sheep-fold 
and hut gave me assurance of a comfor^ble meaL 
The dogs speedily catching sight of me, commenced 
their noisy salute, to which " Chance" and " Beauty" 
as promptly rephfed. Riding up to the door, I was at 
once welcomed by the two inmates ; and, first paying 
due attention to my horse, I entered, and was soon, 
lost in the agreeable duty of demolishing mutton- 
steaks, and damper, and tea, all steaming hot. Sitting 
round the fire afterwards, I learned that the advice I, 
had received from the two runaways was true in all 
its bearings, the land about being good for pastui^age^ 
with a sufficiency of water, and in many places good 
oover of trees scattered here and there. 

Their hut was one of the out-stations of the run, and 
they had been there for about five weeks, but expected 
to be shortly relieved, though they did not seem to 
dislike their lonely life. They had been, they said, 
very fortunate in not having lost a single sheep 
during the time they had been there, though on fre- 
quent occasions the dingoes had been close to the 
spot, the dogs alone preventing their attacking the 
flocks. If I wanted a good run, they advised me to 
locate in some part of the space between the Murrum- 
bidgee and Murray, a very g^eat portion being good 
plains, intersected by creeks and pools. Towards the 
northern, or rather north-east portion, the ground was 
broken, and heavily wooded, though good pasture was 
to be obtained ^ the vicinity of the hills, as a general 
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thing, affording a certainty of water in the small 
ravines an4 pools. 

Chatting over these and similar matters^ the time 
passed on^ nntil the one whose turn it was to watch, 
took possession of a kind of box lying ontside, dozing 
in which, with all the dogs on the alert for dingoe or 
stranger, he passed awaj the night. His companion 
and myself still sat smoking and talking of home, till 
fatigue admonished us to wrap ourselves up and lie 
down to sleep. 

Next day, I again started onward, receiving direc- 
tions as to how the stations lay, and also which were 
the unlocated spots. I was, however, spared much 
trouble, travel, and anxiety, by meeting, two days 
afterwards, at one of the large squatting stations, the 
sheep-owner who had taken the whole of the immense 
run upon which I had been travelling. Knowing the 
errand upon which I had come down, he offered me 
the use of his land (provided his own immediate flocks 
and herds were not interfered with), at the rate of 
twopence per head per annum. This proposition I at 
once closed with, it being agreed that our cattle were 
to be considered as equally free with his own stock to 
traverse any part of the run. I thus obtained the use 
and advantages of an immense space of land for the 
same sum that we should have paid for a very small 
one. 

The next three or four days T employed in riding 
over the country, in various directions ; and pleased as 
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I had been ui firsts I wss evoi mxan so sftei a ebser 

ezamioatioiL had showB me tibe eapftbtlitieB and extent 

of thm pastxirags aroiiBd. In caii6e<{iience'I suppose of 

the eredcs and mers lie^iiig the country tderaUy 

mokt (I am speaking of Australia), tibe herbage was 

BHid^ dosor than I ha^e bef<Bra se«i it^ the prei^ailing 

character of the grass which had hitherto conns under 

my obseiratioii, having been somewhat soao^ so that 

the gromid was pkooly visiUe betwecA the bladea; 

herey hxmevety, il was mmh etoser, and in spots 

fcmned climqns as close as onr meadow swards in 

England. The appk-traea (so caUad) wexe seattiared 

in small ehimps; and aome other trees^ whose name I 

do not know, were also sparely aoetteved over the 

landscape; the green of the leaves looking doi^y 

beantiful in my eyes, from the. eontrast with the 

wretched gum trees wi& ^ stripes of bark deqpeadiiig 

around them, which I had hitherto faaen in the halnt 

of seeing aroimd me* It wae theai,. and still is^ a 

matter of some snrpriae to me, that no^ farming haa yet 

been carried on in this locality, for I feel sure the land 

would anqply repirf the labour and esfmm; and when 

t^ coontry is more densely populated, it will become 

one of the granaries of the whole eontinent : its great 

disadvantage at present is, of conrae, its distanoe from 

either of the capitals ; bat as the stream of popiilation 

fiowa npwardsj, tiie roads will become good, and the 

produce of this pert of the eoimtry find a ready 

market and sale. 
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After having thus made my arrangementSy I thought 

it high time to start for home^ as I well knew M 

and H would be anxiously expecting to hear as to 

my success, or otherwise ; and as we were in first-' 
rate travelling trim, I resolved to push on as fast 
as possible, which, knowing the road, I could now 
safely do. 

I turned my face towards home at once, starting in 
the early mornings and as at a stretching gallop (our 
usual pace here) we flew over the ground, I felt that 
with health and all the prospect of success in life, I 
had done a wise thing in leaving England, and trust* 
ing to the rough, primitive life of the bush for greater 
comfort and happiness than I had a chance of pos- 
sessing before. 

Onward I pressed, taking the precaution, however, 
of learning from one of the men on the run, where I 
could pass the river without dashing in as I had done 
on my arrival; and passing over comfortably, I urged 
my course still on, as fast as I coald go with due 
regard to my steed's legs. My homeward path was 
quiet and peaceable enough, the only things I saw 
being an occasional kang^aroo, whose head wotdd be 
popped up to reconnoitre me, and then, astonished 
rather than alarmed at the sight of myself and dogs, 
B. bound would carry him yards forward, perhaps to 
stop and gaze again. I could have shot several, but 
they were of no use to me, situated as I was, and the 
dogs could generally snap the small species called 
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kangaroo- ratS; in sufficient quantities to appease their 
appetites; the larger ones thus escaped unscathed ^-^ 
more than thej would have done had a station been 
within half a dozen miles of the place where I saw 
them. 

Throughout the whole course of mj route^ I had 
been careful to notice all the peculiarities of the 
waj^ and also the quality and quantity of the herbage, 
as I calculated on bringing our cattle the same way I 
had come^ beings with but trifling variation, a straight 
line. My great trouble was, that for nearly seventy to 
eighty miles before reaching the Murrumbidgee, there 
was scarcely any water except in a few pools, which 
would not supply one-half our stock : wherever I saw 
any indication of water, therefore, I dashed off to 
examine the spots, and thus, though I found many 
small water-ponds, I could plainly see that a portion 
at least would have to keep to the southward of my 
course in order to procure the necessary supply of the 
precious fluid; the rest could pass along the direct 
route, and meet the remainder on the other side of the 
river. This, however, would double the length of that 
portion of the journey, for that part of the stock which 
would keep to the southward; and an addition of 
seventy miles in a country where there is much scrub, 
is alike harassing to the stock and its drivers. 

I reached our old place late on the eighth day 
since I left the spot I had fixed on for our run, for I 
had been obliged to be careful of pushing my horse 
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too hard, as he had become a good deal distressed bj 
my fr«qiieiit exennioQS into the brush lAer irater. 
*Mj arriTal was hailed, as maj be bdieyed, with load 
acclamations of pleasure ; and scarcdj eould I obtain 
time to eat, 30 many and so eager were the questioiis 
asked. At length, having satined myself, I |«oeeeded 
to satisfy them, and had the pleasure of findrag aB 
my measures improved, not obly by my coUeaguas, 
but also by the old and experienced hands around. 
In retmn I was told tiiat it had been held adnsable 
to increase oar stodc, as three of us ooold easily 
manage treble the number we possessed. Hy oonsent 
being, of coarse, immediately given, the purdian of 
240 head, which had been already selected, was at 
once eonduded by M , making our total number 
440 beasts. 

Aa none of us felt^mueh inclined to be hntieeeper, we 
conelnded an agreement wtth one of the men cm the 
rtm, whose time was up, to accompany us in that 
capacity, receiving 261. per annum and his rationsL 
This being settled, the question arose as to taking tile 
animals down to our station ; and, after many pros 

and eons, we resolved that M and the hutkeq)e^ 

should keep to the course of the stream, whore they 
wwe sure to find water, with 800 head j whilst H— 
and myself should push forward with the remainder, 
and commence proceedings in our new locaticn; and 
as the herbage was now in good condition, we ro» 
solved to start ofF as soon as possible, notwithstanding 
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the loss of the grazing for the six months^ as preyiously 

aigreed on between M and onr old master and 

friend^ Mr. — -. 

Some time was necessarily lost in making Tarious 
arrangements; and also in determining which were to 
he the beasts to go along the upper route^ the 
strongest; of course, being selected for that purpose, 
as it was most probable that they would be somewhat 
distressed by the time we struck the Murrumbidgee. 
Ha:Ting determined on the division of our forces, ad 
I have told you, we got the cattle together ; and all 
of them having now received our branding marks 
and been entered in our stock book, we separated 
them into two herds, and prepared to start, confident 
diat, bred as they had been on the same run, they 
would not stray far unless the whole body went adrift, 
and that would cause us little trouble, a large body 
bemg easily traced. 

On the next morning we started, bidding adieu, 
with regret, to the companions with whom we had 
so long been associated^ nearly two years and a 
quarter having now elapsed since we first made our 
appearance there firesh from Adelaide. However, we 
were not the first who had left the place, starting in 
the world ; and with bright prospects before us, we 
drove off the slight gloom ever attached to a parting 

scene. H and myseJf were the ones starting 

BOW, it being considered advisable to drive off our lot 
clear before the others passed, so that M and the 
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man did not leave till next day. Our progress 
was uninteresting enough — slowly passing through the 
country I have already described, seldom exceeding 
a walk, and camping at night near one of the water* 
pools for the benefit of our charge, one always on 
the alert with the dogs, and his arms ready to be used 
at a moment's notice — he towards dawn rousing up 
his companion in order to obtain a snooze before start* 
ing. Such for nine days was our life: sometimes, 
provokingly enough, the animals would scarcely move 
along at all, and ten or twelve miles was a good day'sb 
work under such circumstances. The last three days, 
however, we were compelled to press them forward, as 
I was well aware they would otherwise get no water ; 
and, rambling at night, probably would be lost; or, 
being tired out, become a prey to the dingoes. The 
last day I began almost to despair, for the greater 
part of them were nearly done up with a long day's 
march and but a scanty supply of water the previous 
days ; our horses, too, showed signs of flagging. It 
would not do, however, to give up; and we still kept 
pressing the poor brutes as much as we dared. On a 
sudden they voluntarily quickened their pace, evidently 
conscious that there was a stream ahead, and though 
still at a considerable distance, they carried on their 
increased speed until the long wished-for element was 
at hand. A task of no ordinary difficulty now pre- 
sented itself: the bank was steep, and covered with 
tangled bushes and underwood ; and as the water was 
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in plenty below^ we feared lest any of the animals 
falling should be lost. Riding between the bank and 
the herd, we contrived, by the aid of our good dogs 
and the lavish use of heavy-thonged whips, to direct 
the course towards a part of the stream where the 
bank was low and sandy, though the brushwood was 
quite as thick, perhaps even more so, than above. 
Cutting a way through for the leading members of 
our bovine family, those who followed speedily widened 
the passage, and their noses were soon buried in the 
welcome fluid. As we had resolved not to pass over 
till the next day, we headed back the herd; and 
making such rough arrangements as we could contrive 
to prevent their straying to the stream and crossing, 
we prepared to pass the night; the whole of the 
animals, to our great delight, makiDg play upon the 
scattered herbage and shrubbery, evidently none the 
worse for their journey or involuntary abstinence 
during the past three days. 

Our anxiety, however, speedily made itself apparent 
by our frequent and suspicious glances through the 
gloom, to make sure the herd was not straying; and 
as we both came to the conclusion that sleep was out 
of the question, we brought our horses nearer to us, 
ready for the saddle, should occasion require ; a blazing 
fire was made up, tea prepared to last the night, and our 
pipes replenished as well. I wish we had an Australian 
poet, who could sing, in Byronic strains, the praise of 
tobacco^ and lend the charms of verse to place the 
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herb in the positkm of lofty pre-eminence it deserves. 
What should we be here without it? What eoold 
supply its pkce? No matter to the shepbexd or 
stockman^ to the traveller or squatter, if nieat^ damper, 
or even tea, run short; but te be <m short allowiance, 
or destitute, of tobacco would be privation — misery 
indeed ! No loss could press so heavily, nothing eould 
be more severely felt, than such » calamity. To look 
at a hnt in which an Australian smoking* party is 
assembled, the startled spectator would fancy the hut 
was on fire ; but no such tbii^. Let him &ii»r the 
small crib, and a dozen red sparks will be visible, the 
glowing bowls of as many pipes, whose owners were 
thus seeking solace after their <ky of unremitting 
toil. 

In England, I fancied myself a smoker — ^vsanity, and 
delusion, and vexation of spirit ! I was only learning, 
for there I puffed out a few cigars; here a shi^rt black 
pipe and strong tobacco is the style of thing, almoat 
literally from morning till night, and from night to 
morning round again. Throughout that long night, 
then, H— ~ and myself sat by our fire, smcddng, 
chatting, and drisldsg tea till morning. If by cfaanoe 
our heads drooped widi drowsiness, a feeling of appre- 
hension immediately caused us to spring up, and^ in- 
voluntarily laying the hand on our guns, look careftdly 
and suspiciously around in quest of our charge. In 
point of fact, the novelty of our position* and the 
constant state of care and anxiety in which we had 
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lieen during &e past fcnrtniglit^ had its inTariaUa effect 
upoft tba miad ; ao that, eyen when the bodj 
dsnumded repose, the nobler part, impressed with the 
oJIb irhioh had been made apoQ it^ vssointely rejiiBed 
to cast off its siispioioiiB vigihuioe; hut, on the alert 
jBtittM, ocnapelled the body, albeit with a bad giaoe, to 
follow ite example. 

Thus passed the aight ; and in the morning, we had 
tiie martification to find our mimbers eight short, our 
two young fonOs among the missing. A close seaxeh 
WIS ^ onoe institnted along the banks ; and after a 
ooDfliderable time, we discorered ihat they had not 
aressed, bat had travelled away along the bank 

towards the northward. Leanng H with the 

i8Bt of the herd, and all the dogs except my own two, 
wiio were dose at my horse's heels, I pushed as £ist as 
I <could throogh the bush, fidfewing the track of the 
£igitrFes, which was plainly enough to be seen. Iwas, 
however, nearly two hours before I caaight sight of 
them, sbroUing along leisuxely, browsing on the scat- 
tered grass and tsad^spiiouts of the shrubs. Makinga 
di^tdetourj I tomed them; and as I was resolved to 
cross, and get some distance on that day, I pressed 
them idong their trail, oooly sacceeding in again joining 
H towards noon-day. 

In no very amiable mood, we proceeded to drive our 
animals across; and a pretty job we had. Some pre- 
ferred to go up and some wanted to go down stream; 
some were seized with an intense desire of examioing 



80 CROSSING THE .RIVER. 

the banks^ and shrubs on the banks ; whilst others, 
Bgain, lay down in the shallow water, calmly disregard- 
ing all our shouts, and even our whips, expostulating, 
with loud-mouthed bellowings, at our half-frantie 
efforts to get them up and across; noisy barkings 
were added to the uproar, as the dogs, running here, 
swimming there, endeavoured to aid us; whilst an 
unruly member of the herd, pawing the ground, head 
down and tail up, was only in doubt whether to charge 
the dogs or the men. His doubts were speedily dis- 
pelled ; for my whip, descending upon his side, raised 
doubts in his mind as to the kind of country on the 
other side, and he at once plunged into the stream so 
as to solve the difSculty. 

At last, imagine us all safe across, and now upon our 
own ground, though the spot I had marked out in my 
mind's eye for our station was forty or forty-five miles 
distant. Near the river, however, it was necessary we 
should remain, until joined by M and the re- 
mainder of the stock ; when I proposed to leave them, 
and start forward, to get the necessary buildings, <S;c., 
erected by the time they had recruited their animals, 
and travelled slowly down to the place. 

Our great fear was that, though, during the day 
by " tailing " our animals, we could keep them all safe, 
yet at night it was very possible they might head back ; 
we therefore proceeded some little distance on in order to 
arrive at the station I before mentioned as stopping at 
when I first came down ; as I trusted, by the aid of the 
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shephfpds, to knock wp a rude indmurey &r the puiv 
pose of Is^epin^ tibem together at idglit, during the 
tisM we remained. Upon Bxrvnngy kawever, we found 
tliat tkey and Hxm flock had left ; but as the remains 
ef the fold they had used was still standing, we con- 
trived^ by the aid of some saplings and bush-Tines, to 
make the place tolerably secure, though a restless bea^ 
oould have easSy leaped the pale, if it feh disposed. 

Feeling more at ease now that the chances of loss 
were so msreellously diminished, I proposed to H— 
Ho leave him for tfeee days, calculating that one day's 
hard tiding would triro me down, another bring me 
back, leaving the intermediate one to rest my horse, 
and enable me to make some arrangements. H« agree- 
ing, I 1^ him all the dogs, and started at once^ 
reaching &e i^t I was bound for in good time the- 
same day. 

On making known my wants, I wi» told that thwe^ 
were in the neighbourhood some tixme Uat^j who> 
couM run up a couple of bark huts, weadier tight, axid 
quite largo enoogli for our purpose, in three or four 
days; and that a messenger should be sent off at 
once to a creek at some distance, where a large party 
of sawyers were located, to bring up a couple or three 
to set to work at our stockyard. 

Sure enough, the next morning brought blacks and 
whites ; the latter, as you may imagine, were the first- 
attended to, as we should not have minded sleeping in 
the open air, provided we felt assured of the safety 
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and well-being of our stock. After a long consulta- 
tion, it was agreed that the sawyers were to provide 
mateiials for and erect a stock-yard, eleven yards 
by six, three railed, with a partition across (making 
in effect two yards each, five and half by six rods), 
of strong stringy bark, fitted with all the gear neces- 
sary ; viz. gallows, milking-rangeSy <S;c., the total 
sum to be paid being 7L They were then to run 
US up a large hut, and a small one; the former 
divided so as to serve for a storehouse as well, for 
which we were to pay a further sum of £16. The 
work was to be commenced immediately, and be sub- 
ject to the approval of any one of us, and be paid 
for on completion by cheque. The ^' blackies " we left 
in the hands of the overseer of the neighbouring 
flocks, who saw our huts run up, and paid the natives 
in various goods, the total value of which w:as under 
a couple of pounds. 

Having thus started them at work on the part of the 
run I contemplated making use of, I started back to 

relieve H from his troublesome and lonely duty. 

He was glad enough at my arrival ; for, single* 
handed, he had been harassed severely in bringing up 
the herd, and counting them into the yard. 

According to our calculations, we might every 

day expect to see M and the remainder of the 

cattle; and consequently we contrived, as much as 
possible, to keep our herd grazing along the banks, 
or within a reasonable distance of the stream. It was 
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not until the twenty-third day, however; that we per^ 
ceived their approach^ their journey having thus taken 
thirty-two days ; and the state of anxiety in which we 
were from day to day may well he imagined. All 
kinds of gloomy ideas had taken alternate possession 
of our minds; and several times we had seriously de^ 
hated whether it would not he advisable to drive our 
herd up to the station, hire a man to take charge, and 
then, with some of the blacks, who are noted for their 
sagacity in the pathless bush, start in quest of our 
missing friends. But now all was right; they were 
in sight ; and hastily driving our lot into the yard, 
leaving Chance fastened to the old hut, and the other 
dogs loose about, we dashed off to assist in the passage. 
It was a joyous meeting ; and in answer to our inqui- 
ries, we learned that, although both were well, and 
the cattle safe, yet a weary march had been traversed 
since we had parted. We had little difficulty in bring- 
mg them across; and, as our immediate charge was 
little likely to stray now, we released them, and incar- 
cerated about two hundred of the wilder animals just 
arrived. 

After all our arrangements had been made, and tea 
despatched, we requested a narrative from M— — • of 
his disasters. It appeared they had left the next day 
as agreed on, and found the route tolerably clear and 
open, affording pasturage sufficient for the animals, as 
also water. After having progressed in this manner 
for four days, their course was stopped by a marshy 



84 ARRIVAL AT THB NEW HOME. 

piece of land^ which they endeavoured to pass round, 
bat; owing to the dense growth of underwood, foand 
impossible ; two days were lost in vain attempts, and, 
at length, not liking to retrace their steps, th^y re- 
solved npon erossing the stream. With difficulty and 
an immensity of trouble they sncceeded^ Imt &te was 
against them, and twice again they croesed and re- 
crossed the coarse of the river, ere they were eoabled 
to keep steadily forward to the point indicated fix* 
our meeting. 

They had had no flour for above a fortnight, and 
for some days had been destitute of tea and tobacco^ 
subsisting on kangaroos, Beveral of which they had 
knocked over, and preserved the skins; on one or two 
occasions the man succeeded in obtaining some fish. 
They did not look any the worse for their privations, 
as we laughingly assured them; stfll we could feel 
fer them, knowing the discomforts of such a case* 

They were eager to push on, however, and the 
cattle being in good condition, and quite equal to it^ 
it fas voted, nem, ean., that I diould ride on to see 
all 'ready, and they should follow with their chai^*; 
I was always selected &r diese pioneer jobs : they all 
seemed to look upon me as a kind of wandering Jewf 
and certainly I never was more happy than in the 
saddle, and on the move. 

03 again, then: on reaching what in future was to 
be home, I found all finished — and well finished ; the 
overseer had seen all done, riding over .every day to 
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as much interest in it ag though the s^fikir had been 
his own. 

On my £rst arriral, no one was about the place, but 
two of the blacks, who had been directed to watch for 
us, and report our arrival. These same blacks are 
queer looking fallows, straight and tall, with rather 
intelligent features, certainly much more so than my 
readiQg had induced me to coanceiTe ; they have con- 
siderable corporations of their own, and all are willing 
to do their best to increase them, being very fond of 
eating, especially of flour, tea, sugar, and tobacco ; a 
smadl piece of the latter, held up as an inducement to 
do some trifiiAg task, almost invariably carrying the 
point They are very good*-tempered too, and obliging, 
feding a degree of pride in any trust placed in them, 
and very seldom abusing it. They are useful too from 
their skill in tracking footsteps; seldom filing to track 
and recover any stray cattle or sheep \ they are very 
clever at removing bark from trees, their climbing 
powers aiding them most wonderfully. I have often 
seen one of these tall fellows with the whole weight of 
his body resting on the point of his big toe, which was 
placed in a small notch he had cut with his tomahawk in 
the tree. They are capital fishermen too, and if well 
treated, I fully believe are equal to a white man as a 
shepherd in the bush. There is no doubt that they 
are very rude and uncivilized in manners and habits 
pf life ; but the stories that are related oi their being 
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little better than the veriest; brute beasts^ are all trash 
and falsehood. In the towns where'they are degraded 
bj drinky and other causes, these tales may have some 
truth, but in the bush I emphatically and again repeat 
that it is &lse. 

My black companions soon had a glorious fire for 
me, and making some damper and tea, I set to work, 
giving them a portion, much to their delight. As 
Boon as they had finished, they prepared to start off 
to the overseer's to let him know of my arrival, giving 
me to ^imderstand, in their broken English, that they 
-should run all the way, and should not stop until they 
returned with the person they were going to. 

Seated in firont of the fire, quietly smoking, I 
passed away nearly three hours, when, at full speed, 
arrived some seven or eight of the men, employed at 
our neighbour's sheep station, bringing meat, tea, and 
tobacco, evidently intent on making me comfortable, 
and themselves happy, and a merry evening indeed 
we passed. 

Strange was the company thus gathered together ; 
the overseer had been an old soldier, Vho, years ago, 
had come into ,the country ; three of the others had 
been in the British naval service, two were eman- 
cipists, and I myself a City clerk. How different our 
positions now! the old man was contented, and did 
not wish to leave the snug berth in which he was J 
but all the others were looking forward to becoming 
stock or land holders on a greater or less scale* One 
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of the sailors who had been a midshipman^ being now 
on the run with the same view as had induced our 
trk) to commence our career as cattle drivers. 

When down here before, I had concluded an arrange- 
ment by which Mr. P 's drays were to bring up 

the supplies we should stand in need of, and I now 
anxiously inquired whether the orders I had sent 
down to Melbourne had been executed and arrived. 

" Oh ! yes," was the reply, " Mr. has heard 

your party so highly spoken of by fiiends of his in 
Adelaide, that he has added several articles, which he 
thought you stood in need of, subject, of course, to 
your own and friends' approval." 

On further inquiry, it appeared that our old master 
was acquainted with Mr. -, and that it was through 
him that' we had been so well spoken of. But the 
best friends must part, and leaving the two natives, 
the whole started back for their own huts at a late 
hour. 

The next day was occupied in getting over our 
somewhat incongruous and multitudinous assemblage 
of stores — tea, tobacco, sugar, gunpowder, lead, flour, 
salt, soap, nails, and other articles of ironmongery, 
three saddles, and gear appertaining. Mr. — had 
added to the list of articles which I had ordered, some 
good rope, several axes of different sorts and sizes, two 
tarpaulins, and the same number of chums, and a 
stock of stationery, which had escaped my memory 
entirely. All these, with the aid of my blacks, I got 
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iaftly lionafld in Umb back part of cm board house; 
and at nighty as I listened to their aniiBated chatter, 
as they sat on the of^weite side o£ the firei smoldiDg 
the tobacco I had gmu them^ and eareasiiig mj two 
dogs^ who lay contentedly bj lliem, I made a aQeat 
bat firm resobitioB^ that I would try whether kindness 
eonld not make tiieoa movo settled in their habits, 
their restless, roving die^KStttions being the only barrier, 
m the ofani(» of those who know them well, to their 
becoming good and nse&l members of society. This 
barriec is, howorer^ a rery*— t^ great one; yet I 
feel assured, thai; though I waa not ambled to carry 
out my views, had time but permitted, I could hare 
orefoome it, and conquered the only remaining trait of 
savago Ufo) which I could peroelTo in these harmlfifis 
aborigines. 

Next day my fioeoda arrived with the cattle; and 
h^hly commended was I far all my arrangements^ and 
for- the spot I had selected for our settlement^ the 
which commendstions I received in a proper i^pirit of 
humility, laughingly remjnding them of the ^^ Wan- 
dering Jew," a eognomen whidi they had thoc^ht £t 
to fix upon mow Our friend, the overseer, eume ov^ 
in the latter part (tf the day, and tfaovgh he had con- 
sidered the price we had paid fcr our stock as rather 
high, he acknowledged, on seeing them, that we had 
made a good purchase, every head having been picked 
with care from the vraat herds of our late station. 
The young Burham bulls attracted hia attentiEm, how- 
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^er^ gteotij ; he praised them aaueh^ and said that, 
if care were taken always to usq gueh sires in breeding, 
the Australian cattle would Booa surpass any in the 
world, I do not know about 8urpamnff> but with 
the eare^ which in England i^ bestowed upon th0 
breeds, I am certain we could e^mal the ben^ the old 
country ever haa or could produce^ 

We sent off one of our blacks to the sawyer'a camp 
to bring up the men to whom we w&te indebted. At 
the oTerseer's suggpeetians (or rather eommaads) they 
had made,, m my abs^oe, suoclry alter&tiaQS^ aad, I co»- 
&SS, imponHrements, eiahaitdng the cost of our various 

buildings. M drew a cheque for 29L for the 

sawyers^ and anodier for Me. for the goods 

brought up by the draya aad also supfdied to tbe 
natives, for 732^ our stock of goods being a tolerably 
large one. We three thea taking possession of the 
snudler hut — ^the large one being entirely a store — the 
hutkeeper was put in possession of the stronger of the 
two bark ones, wMkb our blackies aad dogs, too, 
seemed tacitly to lay violent hands (and &at) upon the 
i9ther» 

Our stode-yard was very strong, and large enough 
for treble our present exkeaat of business ; but in direct- 
um its build, I had had in view the certainty of every 
year increasing the number of head to be looked after ; 
and as the calving aeaaai was dose at hand, a speedy 
uM^rease might be looked for. As all our present work 
was, however, an outlay of hard cash, we set to work, 
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fis soon as we were settled^ to square our accounts and 
'find out how we stood. 

When M was in Adelaide^ our bank account^ 

including the wages we had received^ and interest on 
all the amounts irom the dates they had been paid in^ 
amounted to the gross sum of 1,3461.^ nearly three 
hundred pounds more than we had landed with! 

M had given cheques for nearly 1,160Z., arid, 

deducting various small expenses, we found we had 
still within a trifle of 170L clear ; we had, moreover 
442 head of picked cattle, four horses, good substan- 
tial wood buildings and yard, and a very considerable 
stock of necessaries in our store. As, however, our 
cheques (bills) did not fall due till, in some instances, 
twelve months after the date we wefe calculating from 
(rather more than less), we could safely calculate on 
nearly eighty to ninety pounds interest being carried 
to our credit at the bank, the rate of interest being so 
high. 

Thus, behold us fairly launched, and constantly 
occupied tending the cattle; which we divided into 
two lots, always bringing them home at night, for 
some considerable time after our first arrival. Few 
evenings passed without our receiving or paying visits 
to our neighbours. Talking one -evening of our first 
appearance, M mentioned that it seemed remark- 
able to him that strangers should have taken so much 
trouble, and shown so much kindness, as both Mr. 
and the overseer had done. 
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" No wonder at all," said the o.d man. '^ You 
would give a comer of your Uanket^ and the half 
of your supper, to any stranger who nught passj 
what moro; then, is there in taking a little trouble ? 
«-— nay, more, in the one case you entertain a stranger 
because he is a stranger ; you, on the contrary, were 
about to become neighbours; and that very fact is, 
I think, enough to explain all that has been done. 
But," added the old man, '^ had you been for months 
and months together at an out-station, scarcely once in 
a month seeing the face of a human being, the face 
of a fellow-man would always afterwards seem to 
have a claim upon you for kindness and sympathy 
wherever it was met." This, I believe, explains 
the reason of the warm reception one everywhere 
meets with in the bush, so seldom is a strange face 
-seen, often indeed no face, either familiar or otherwise, 
is seen more frequently than once in a week or 
fortnight ; so seldom I say is the occurrence of a visit 
that when such a chance does happen, the residents 
at the spot the wayfarer chances upon, scarcely know 
how best to show their pleasure ; and if a man chose 
he might live his whole life in the rude abundance of 
the bush, by passing from spot to spot, a welcome 
guest at every hut he stumbled upon; the only care 
of the inhabitants being to keep him with them as 
long as possible. 

We jog along now in a steady sort of fashion ; and 
the first breeding season gave us an increase of one 
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hundred and seven cattle, nearij twenty-five per cent. 
We sold at different intervals to the sheep stations 
near &rtj->Bix of oof calves, at fifte^i shillings each, 
for sQj^ljing the shepherds, and nine beasts we at 
' various times killed and salted for oufselves. All 
oar bills havii^ been paid except the two at long 
.dates, we sent down the eheqne we had received, and 

&ctj picked beasts, with M and the hut-ke^er, 

who was rather anxious to receive and spend his wages. 
They proceeded down the dray-road, but M con- 
tinued to get quit of p<Mrtions of hk charge at several 
places on the road down ; the &ct being that the animals 
were much better bred than the usual nui, and conse- 
quently were sure to be bought, and we w«re now 
begimadog to map the effects of having paid more 
money {or and more attention to good beasts in place 
of the ordinary run of cattle. On arriving near Mel- 
bourne with the ranainder of his beasts (fifteen only I 

beheve), M-— ^ proceeded to Mr» 's house, and 

soon by his means found a purchaser fw that number; 
fiurthtf than this, by the aid and instrumentality of the 
same gentleman, he succeeded^ thoi^h with some 

• 

difficulty, in arranging a transfer of the money whidi 
remained in the bank of Adelaide, to one in Mel- 
bourne, both M- and Mr. ■ writing to the 

former city to Mr. , our old master, requesting 

him to be good enough to exchange the bills he held 
for two payable in Mdbourne, which he could easily 
n^^otiate in the way of business ; this was acceded to 
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and the old bills returned, though we did not receive 
iikem until aome time after from the bank. 

Our total stock was thus but slightl j inoseased; but 
we had lived weU, paid all our debts, improved our 
herd, and paid into the bank nearly 1001. this first 
year; we could now calculate with safety qd doing at 
least twice as mudi in the current year. . 

Our hut-ke^r had received from all, lesve of 
absence for a month when they raaefaed the town; 
but before the tame had expired he made his ap- 
pearaooe, travel-stained and way-worn, his spree 
having lasted out his money. The last shilling gone, 
aud his head a little dear, he had left the town and 
come straight up. This man was one instance t>f 
many hundreds, nay, I may say, ^oosands ia Aus* 
tralia; who work wdl and honestly, but are seLEed 
by a desire for a drunken spre^ They then draw the 
amount of money due to them, often as much as two, 
even three yearsf wages; sometimes th^ manage to 
reach the towns, hut more usually pull up at the first 
place where spirit is procurable, and then sddom stir 
until every farthing is gone. This consummation re- 
quires occasionally but a very short time, as many 
gamble away what they cannot at once spend in 
drink, and when all is gone, perhaps in two or three 
days, a week, or a fortnight, the spree is concluded, 
and they go back to their occupation imtil the accu- 
mulation of funds and the lapse of time induce them 
to start off again. 
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It is tliis fiuUng wliich keeps men so long servants ; 
in point of fact^ were it not for this one carse, no man 
need remain in servitude for a longer period than three 
or four years. The savings of that time are sufficient 
to enable a man of experience to start in a small way ; 
and once on the footing of his own master^ it is 
scarcely probable that he can fail; but^ no! these 
besotted^ blinded idiots cannot see beyond the im- 
mediate gratification of the moment, and servants they 
remain and must remain all their lives^ bound down by 
a chain stronger than iron^ the bonds of an enslaving 
^d pernicious vice. 

Satisfied with the past^ and hopeful for the future^ 
we continued our old course of life^ the same as I have 
described^ at the station where we were first initiated 
into the mysteries of stock-keeping. With little 
variation^ the life of one day was the same through- 
out the year; the only breaks to the routine being 
visits from strangers and from our neighbours, cattle- 
branding, and an occasional hunt for some beast or 
beasts that might take into their heads to stray. 
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PART IL 



THE GOLD FIELDS. 



^' L'homme propose, Dieu dispose," says the proverb, 
and so it proved with us ^ fondly fancying that we 
were in the high road of success, we deemed it 
scarcely possible to be turned aside. The result is 
another among the myriads of proofs of the vanity of 
human resolves. The gold-fields of Bathurst were 
discovered, and, magnified by rumour's thousand 
tongues, the news reached our part of the world in an 
incredibly short space of time. Speedily the effect 
was seen by the dropping oflF of the shepherds ; every 
day almost brought some new rumour, more extrava- 
gant than the one of the day before, and, at last, our 
hut-keeper, after several days of evident anxiety, was 
found missing one morning. The overseer told us that 
seven of the shepherds on the various runs, had also 
left, forfeiting their wages rather than stick to their 
agreements ; be cordially told us, moreover, that he 
expected, ere long, we should stand a chance of having 
all the run to ourselves. 

Bitter were the maledictions on the gold which we 
at first vented^ but our man of head, M ■ , soon 
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brought us bf^ck to the reasoning point* He pointed 
out to us that if the reports were true^ even in &ct, 
there was little doubt but that other parts of New 
South Wales would prove to be gold-fields; that pro- 
visions would rise to an extraordinary height^ and that 
we should have no carriers to bring them up, even if 
we bought them ; so that in his opinion we had far 
better start for Melbourne or Sydney, to dispose of our 
stock, or else make up otzr minds' to live on the run, 
using as little tea, £c., as possible, and making up in 
beef; trusting that wh3st our stock was increasing, 
things might take a turn more favourable to the 
grazing portion of the comonnnity. 

"Very good advice," replied I ; " but even you, my 

dear M , do not speak of livzug on beef alone, and 

in the bush too, with your usual tone of determination ; 
and yet, as to parting with our stock, I don't like it." 

^' Wait, then," answered M— , quietly ; " wait.'* 

We did wait, and matters were worse. We had not 
a soul within a day's ride, except the overseer, who 
was at his wits' end, with a dozen flocks of sheep 
straying about. At length he determined to ride 
down to Melbourne, to report to his master the fix in 
which he was phced. At his earnest soUcitations, we 
agreed to look afUn* the sheep as well as we could for 
fourteen days, by which lame, we calculated, he could 
go and return. 

I rode down with the dogs to one of the more dis- 
tant of the sheep stations, and I was indeed shodced t» 
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see the state of things ; — ^no sheep were to be seen^ bat 
it was plainly evident that the dingoes had been making 
terrible havoc among them. I tracked the course of 
the flock with some difficulty^ and succeeded in gather- 
ing several hundreds by the aid of the dogs. The 
rascally dingoes^ however^ had^ during the short time 
they had had their swing, grown so daring, that at 
some distance ahead of me, in open daylight, I per- 
ceived one of them skulking near a belt of brush. 
Flesh and blood could not stand considering ; so, 
covering his broadside with my piece^ he rolled over 
with a ball through him. I was sorry the next mo- 
ment, for I thought I should have lost the flock; as 
they started off at the report. The dogs, however, 
kept them together, and I contrived to get them all up 
to the home station, as it was called. 

H had collected a great number also, and 

though getting dark, we set to work with hurdles en- 
larging the fold-yard, so as to keep them safely through 
the night, if possible. We had told M— - not to be 
surprised at our absence, as we had calculated on pro- 
bably camping out in pursuit of the flocks. We made 
some tea, but even for the bush it was but a rough 
meal 3 — then loading our pieces, lighting our pipes, and 
turning the dogs out, we prepared to pass the night 
by the fire. Each of us, in fact, was dispirited by 
what we had seen. For the first time since we had 
been in the colony, we began to despair of the future ; 
and our good angel, M— — , was not with us to reason 

G 
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away the gloom, vUek, fitxm its Tery novelty/ we tAt 
the moffe severely. We could not di^uise from each 
bthtf the thoughts over which we were brooding ; and 
sleep being out of the qnestian, we coameneed pacing 
around the fold eide by side. 

On conq)aring notes and taxing our memories^ we 
lelt convinced that we had only coUeeted the debris of 
three of the flocks ; two the overseer had folded, leaving 
the remainittg nine to be accounted ior. There were, we 
knew, fourteen flocks, containmg from ^00 to 800 each, 
mocotdmg to the part of the run allotted to the shep- 
herd ', so that we calculated at least two-thirds were dead 
or strayed. The dingoes, warregals, or whatever name 
they bear (I belfeve them all the same species), are 
not satisfied with devouring a sheep, but bite every one 
they can ; so that we knew it would be a great chance 
if some of the flodbs were not either totally scattered or 
destroyed. . We several times imagined we saw them 
during the night, and hallooed our dogs at th^n, not 
daring to pull trigger for fear of striking one of our 
own dogs. 

Tired out .at last, we lay down by the fire in our 
blankets and dept for some time, but awoke ^ain 
before daybreak, chilly and gloomy. He£q>ing up the 
fire, we sat some time smoking, till, as the first gleams 
of day began to show above the horizon, I again 
passed round the fold, to see that all was safe, which, 
to my great pleasure, I found the case. As I doubted 
not that dmgees were lurking about, I called the doga 
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into the hiit> tatd then H taking one side, and m j- 

«elf the other, we walked some distance away, to and 

• As anticipated, befbfe long several sharp, fox*like 
noses were tfarost out to make sure their enemies the 
dogs were gone, and ere long the bodies followed, as 
the brutes commeneed sneaking over towards the fold, 
keeping'a vigilant eye on us at the same time ; evidently 
knowing nothing of gunpowder, bnt deeming us quite 
&r eaoogh ofip to be innocuous. We gradually drew 
near, and upon H«— ^- giving a whistle, our pieces 
made a common report, and a pair of tine robbers lay 
in the agonies of death. The second barrel was as 

promptly delivered by each of us. H killed, but 

the one I aimed at only carried off a broken hind leg, 
for the dingoe iEsculapitis to q)erate upon. 

This lesson, however, seemed to be an effective one ; 
for though we gave them ample time to enter a second 
appearance none did so, and we therefore let the dogs 
loose ; Beauty bdng the first to discover the corpses, 
and to set his fellows an example in the mode of 
making a breakfiut on them, 
: The whole day we were on the hunt for stragglers* 

M haviog brought down the herd early, we left 

him in charge of the flock — no easy task for one man 
->*^60 cattle, and about 1,500 to 1,600 sheep. We 
made great additions to the number, however, and 

when M thought it advisable some time after 

noon to leave H— - in charge of the sheep, and to 
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wend his own way home, the total number of fleeces 
had nearly doubled ; and on riding in some time after 
with another addition^ it was at once evident we must 
take further steps to secure them during the night, im* 
less we wanted a large per centage dead ere morning. 

We worked like slaves, making use of everything 
upon which we could lay our hands ; the stock of 

made hurdles being soon exhausted. H , however, 

proved himself much the cleverer of the two, for sud- 
denly stopping in his work, he plainly pronounced us a 
pair of fools, since by shifting the side hurdles, and 
making use of those used as partitions for the top 
and bottom, we could treble or even quadruple 
the size of the fold with a much less expenditure of 
labour and materials than was the case as we were 
then working. No sooner said than done: and by 
nightfall we had closed all up except a considerable 
opening near the top ; here, however, we lighted a fire 
apiece, at some feet distance apart, and trusting to 
the dogs and our fire-arms, we passed the night in 
peace. 

For some days this life continued, but happily we 
succeeded in gathering together nearly 7,000 sheep ; 
though every day we lost some by the inde&tigable 
waiTegals, who, in spite of dogs and guns, perti- 
naciously kept lurking about, evidently knowing that 
two pair of eyes could not watch, or two pair of 
hands defend so large a flock. We sometimes shot 
five or six warregals in the day, and once or twice the 
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dogs succeeded in picking up one. But it was all of 
no use ; come they would; and come they did. 

. ' In the forenoon of the twelfth day Mr, made 

his appearance^ accompanied by the overseer and six 
shepherds whom he had induced to come up under an 
agreement that they should receive 20^ each upon the 
arrival of the flock at a melting station mentioned. 
He thanked us warmly for our attention to^ and 
trouble with the poor beasts^ and said he had lost at 
least 8^000 of them; and that by the tune he had got 
rid of those we had saved for him, his loss would be at 
least three td four thousand pounds. 

We had thought much about our own prospects 
during the past days, and this statement had little in 
it to cause us much longer to hesitate to follow his 
example ; though it was a bitter trial to us to for- 
sake our station, after having contrived to get over 
the rough part of life's journey. However, the 
sacrifice we felt had better be made, and we started 
for Melbourne at the latter end of September, 
1861. 

We had progressed but a little way, however, before 
the news was thafr near Melbourne gold was even more 
plentiful than at Ophir; and that it was supposed the 
country round the town, as well as about Ballarat and 
the vicinity, was highly charged with gold. We had 
made^ip our minds to dispose of any of our cattle that 
we could along the road, and several times we succeeded 
in selling small lots at good prices. On one occasion^ a 
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man bought and paid for forty head, which he told ns 
he intended taking to Ballarat for sale. 

We still held on our course towards the town, send- 
ing H oflF with forty head, however, towards the 

spot where the diggings were said to be, in order to 
sell them there if possible. So well did he succeed, 
that he reached the road in time to intercept us going 
on, and he strongly advocated our tddng the whole 
we had acroes to Ballarat, and disposing of them 
there. As, however, it did not seem probable that four 
hundred head would be readily taken up, his motion 
was negatived, but eighty were placed in his charge to 
take there; the gold he had received in payment 
being given to our banker, M • 

Whilst holding on our course we were informed of 
the disooveries at Mount Alexander, and I in turn 
resolved to start off widi a hundred head for sale. 
This I did, but did not reach the diggings, as I suc- 
ceeded in disposing of them at the rate of one ounce 
per head, long before I came in sight of Mount Alex- 
ander. At full speed, I made after M , but did 

not overtake him. He reached Melbourne, and at once 
hastened to get rid of the cattle. Here he was again 
extremely lucky, being enabled to dispose of a number 
df bullocks at good prices ; which, though never used 
for draught hitherto, were nevertheless purchased for 
and trained for that purpose. Several of the best 
animals passed into the botchers^ hands, and for the 
remainder he had concluded an agreement with one of 
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the boiling^-honses some hours before I seadbed the 
dty. 

Tm> days afterwvrds Hi made his appearmee 

witii a small hng of dust and nuggets^ and a stock oi 
wonderful stories lespectingp the quantity of the pre* 
dons metal* The whole of the dust, Ac, ym had 
received having been disposed of, we found that, owing 
to the loose weights used by our custaners, we laA 
come out of the meUe considerable gainers ; our cattle 
having fetched on an average nearly four pounds « 

head: the total sum in.M 's hands being within a 

yery little of l,800t 

When, on his retuni, be infinmed us of this, rncre-^ 
dulity was our first sensation ; . but we were soon con^ 
vuieed that it was iadeed a &ct; and that with all 
our fears during the last seven numths, we had at thai 
moment in the bank upwards of 2,000/. 

^^ Hurrah ! hurrah ! and now for the diggings/^ 

shouted H . ^^ I have seen them work, and I 

know all about it." . 

Little discussion was neciessary. It was all we 
could do ; and only waiting to procure a few necessary 
articles, we set off to try our luck at the ^^ Diggjj^ps.'' 



You ask in your letters for a more detailed account 
of the country, &o^ than I have yet given. You 
know I am but a poor naturalist, but I will do my best 
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80 &r as I hare seen of the ooimtrj. In the first 
place^ then^ everything depends upon the more or less 
abundant supply of water. Many thousands^ I may 
say millions, of acres of good land are totally useless 
from the want of water. The soil, where it is not 
of the most arid descriptioo, hears shrub and grass 
siifficient for extensive pasturage, and as a general 
rule is of great capability. In the gardens which 
we have in the rear of our huts, we cultivate all kinds 
of vegetables, much finer, and in many instances 
hetbefr flayoured than those in England; and I am 
told that around the towns, grapes, melons, peaches^ 
&o., of an immense size and fine flavour, grow pro- 
fusely under cultivation. 

We have several apple and pear trees which, how- 
ever, require care, though they reward us abundantly. 
We have tried also to grow tobacco, and have pro- 
dueed some very strong and full-flavoured leaves, 
but the culture is accompanied by such unceasing care 
and supervision, that as an amusement it becomes 
tiresome, and as a speculation would, I fear, in Aus- 
tralia prove an entire fiiilure. Our onions and potatoes 
thrive famously, as indeed in one sweeping clause I 
may say of almost the whole of our English garden 
plants. 

Flowers are too common to be regarded, and in 
addition to the natural blooms which are met with, 
it is but necessary to plant a flower or shrub, and in 
^ another year the place will teem with it. 
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] What tlimk you of hedge-rows being formed of 
geranium^ flowering myrfcle^ fuchsias, roses, and many 
other of your choicest flowers? Yet here such is in- 
deed the^ case, and they are passed unheeded. But of 
all things the bush is the great wonder : in some parts 
huge trees, standing alone like columns of an arcade, 
extend as far as the eye can reach, producing a sad* 
dening and desponding effect on the mind of the 
trareller. In other places, huge forests of Australian 
cedar and mahogany (in colonial parlance), with the 
whole of the intervening spaces fllled up with a dense 
growth of underwood. This is par excellence ^^ the 
bush/' and though bad enough in all conscience with 
the huge trees towering aloft, it would be infinitely 
worse without them. 

Travelling in the tangled bush is most dangerous. 
Numerous and well authenticated instances are known 
of parsons losing their way and perishing in^ these 
labyrinths where scarcely a soul passes from month 
to month. In the cedar bush, however, one seldom 
passes along far without meeting with sawyers* huts, 
or coming unexpectedly on a pair hard at work, sawing 
in a rough pit, or on logs raised from the ground. 

This class of men are usually strong, hearty men 
at first, but almost invariably of a d^ath-like palloi^ 
occasioned, I believe, both by the dense exhalations 
arising from the ground, as also from the exclusion of 
light by the heavy masses of fohage beneath wiiich 
they work. In a few years, too, they generally become 
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martjrs to rheumatism, and many die victims to cold 
and consumptioD, contracted in thooe forest sliades. 
In die recesses of the bush and forost are found many 
secure hiding-placeBy which were^ and still lare^ though 
not to so great a degree, made use of by a class 
of men, whose profession is the obtaining cattle from 
dishonest senraats, and then drinng them to one of 
the other pioTincei for sale. SanK. year* ago this 
practice profaikd to an almost incredible degree, and 
in the penal settlements it is still by no means un-^ 
common. 

The woods produced in these dense forests are as 
a general rule remarkably good^ being fit for all kinds 
of house and shq) work, and several of th^n for 
cabinet-making. The cedar is, iiowever, decidedly 
the best. The gum woods, of which there are seTeral 
specieB, are extremely hard, but rather liaUe to £y 
on a sudden strain. 

Of animals and birds I can tell yon but little* 
We have shot seyeral kangaioos, and poor Chanee 
nearly receired his qnietm from *^ an old man," as an 
old buck kangaroo is called* They use dieir daws 
with great force, and had I not put a ball into his 
head, I fear my poor dog would hare been killed. 
As it was he was greatly torn, and required nuning 
for some weeks before he recoTered his strength and 
courage. Still, though so preciously mauled, he haa 
since more than once ran in at one of them at bay. 
We hare besides bandicoots and opossums, the latter 
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no joke to attack miless witii a pm, as they bite 
most severe! J; and are not easflj daunted. 

Hosts of rats, too, may be met with, and Chance 
has more than once been indebted to them for a 
meal. Parrots, jars, crows, paroqnets, thrushes, and 
magpies, are the only birds I have seen; and im- 
fortunately all scream, and none sing. The parrots 
and paroquets are innumerable, and although the 
magnificent appearance which they presetit when a 
;fiock of them take flight, is pleasing to the eye, yet 
the discordant screaming wUch is constantly heard, 
is more than a counterbafamee to the pleasure the 
eye receives. I have often wished to see the emu, 
but have not^ neither has any one of my compa-^ 
nions. 

In the stream which runs about a shcnrt half-mile 
from us— by-the-bye, it is called a river here — ^we 
catch eels and a kind of carp, also a fish something 
like a bass, all good eating, but we rarely can spare 
time to try for them. The invalids, when there are 
any— which is but rardy, none of us having been 
ill, though once or twice a tumble in a hole has 
incapacitated a man for a day or two — ^the invalids 
are about the only ones who can indulge in the 
bixnry of fishing. N dither can I give you a sci- 
entific catalogue of reptiles. I believe iguanas are 
to be found, though I have never seen diem; but 
lizards, some of them of the most brilMant and lovely 
hues, are extremely plentiiul. Of snakes we have 
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hosts, and how we escape them is miraculous. The 
laziness, which I think I before mentioned to you, 
is the only reason I can assign that has preserved 
us from death a thousand times over. 

The most deadly is a yellow snake, which ranges 
jrom about seven to fourteen inches in length, and 
is rather thin; the bite of this reptile is certain death 
unless the wound is immediately cauterised. There 
are besides green, black, and mottled snakes ; also 
some little things not above four or five inches long, 
and the thickness of a small quill; others are as 
large round as a man's forearm, others s^n are of 
great length. .1 have been assured of their being met 
of upwards of twenty feet long. This species we used 
to call the diamond snake. I should think in all 
there cannot be less than from twenty to thirty 
species, and yet it is but very rarely that an instance 
of being bitten is heard of. 

There are> besides these, black and reddish-coloured 
scorpions, which are apt to be tiresome, getting behind 
boxes, or anything which has been a long time a 
fixture. One of our people was stung in the wrist 
by a scorpion, while lifting some wood for the fires. 
I tied a handkerchief tightly above the wound, and a 
second near the shoulder, sending oE to endeavour to 
procure some oil. I open^ the wound and com- 
menced bathing it with hot wa^ ; luckily oil was 
procured, and after bathing the wound with it hot, 
and making Ihe man swallow some, we concluded we 
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had done all we coiild, nothing like a surgeon being 
within sixty or seventy miles. Our remedy proved 
effectual; for though . the arm was swollen and useless 
for some dayS; the patient suffering severely^ yet by 
continuing the bathing the wound healed^ and the 
man was all right in about a week. 

We have, also^ musquitoes who bite like Airies^ and 
a species of locust^ or tree-cricket, which makes a noise 
that would induce one to believe it was a dozen, not 
one. Where the trees swarm with them^ as they do in 
some places in summer, you may imagine the concert. 
Fleas, too, are as numerous as in Egypt, for, by all 
accounts, that plague still remains there ; . and where- 
ever the soil is at all sandy, or there are sheep about, 
the open air is the best restdng-place for the traveller. 
So much for the plagues : the land itself, as I told 
you, depends much upon the water. Along the banks 
of the streams, the land is generally good, and would 
be highly appreciated by a farmer; but at any dis* 
tance, the land, though perhaps equally good, bears 
but badly, from the heat parching up the blades of 
grass. The hollows, too, are always good soil. When 
rain does fall here, it comes down with a vengeance-^ 
torrents is a mild term— and, in consequence, all the 
soil is washed from the heights, and deposited in these 
hollows. Itfs in consequence of the inequality of the 
producing qualities of the land, that such immense 
runs are required for the cattle, or sheep; for if the 
season be particularly dry, you may see a narrow belt 
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of grass, and bushes firiaging the hanks of the waiter- 
coursei whilst all else is dressed in a russet gown of 
parched and dried-np beihage. The same pbt of 
ground whioh just after the nans will support 100 
cattle, will not, in the summer, supplj food for ten. 
So much is this the ease, that it is a common practice 
with cattle-breeders to limit their stock to a certain 
number ; the surplus every year, if not sold, are driven 
down to the town, killed, and boiled down for tallow. 

To your questions about cattle and sheep, I am 
somewhat averse to replying too confidentiy, as though 
I am succeeding, J am woikittg it out myself, whilst 
too many in this country are better pleased to leave 
their affairs in the hands of an overseer, seldom 
making their appearance at the* stations more than 
twice or thrice in the year. However, I will give you 
mjf opinion, and that is, that no man should think of 
keeping either cattle or sheep, without first making 
himself perfectly aware of what he is about to do ; he 
should visit the run he intends to enter upon, examine 
its eligil»lity, as r^;ard3 low lands and high lands, 
both of which there ought to be in a run ; the mode 
by which water is obtained, whether from a constant 
stream or not'; the species of timber and brush around; 
and last, not least, the neighbours he has to deal with. 
He should then see the stock he is goin^ to purchase, 
and know who is the sdler; he should be perfectly 
clear about terms and agreements ; he should seek far 
and near for good servants, and not haggle for a 
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pound per annum to get tfaem; all these are pre- 
HzBinftrj^ but most important points, for on them all 
his future welfare and success depends— I am sup- 
posing, of course, that the intending stock-owner 
knows his business; if not, he must either obtain a 
trustworthy and intelligent oTerseer (a trouUesome 
and expensive mode of work), or he mmt do at I did-^ 
go to Mohool to leant his trade. It is a bad phm to 
commence with a large number of either cattle or 
sheep, and whatever you buy, should be got, if pos- 
sible, from persons near at hand, not only because you 
are likely to be better treated, but also if the stock 
walk back to their old k>me, which is frequently the 
ease, they are more readily recovered. It is really 
wonderful the distance cattle will return to a run on 
which they have been bred, passing through an almost 
impenetrable bush, and arriving before their (some* 
times) mounted pursuers. 

Of one thing, persons should above all beware — viz.^ 
of public auctions ; it is not, by any means, a rare 
oceorrenoe for a herd of cattle to be sold, which the 
owner had not been able to get together for months, 
owing to their excessive wildness ; or^ perhaps, a flock 
of she^ may be the *lot knocked down, so infected 
with scab, or foot-rot, that a month may suffice to 
sweep off the whole lot. It is very certain, that if a 
man is desirous of purdiiasing cattle, sheep, ot 
horses, if he only let it become known, he will speedily 
be offered animals with which he will be satisBed, and 
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at a reasonable rate^ instead of, as is too oflten the 
case, paying exorbitantly in auction-rooms for diseased 
sheep or cattle, which he may, perhaps, seey but which 
he will never be enabled to get inside his stock-yard. 

For a young hand commencing life here, I should 
always recommend cattle-breeding ; it is certainly not 
so lucrative, but it is equally certain that it is much 
safer* If a man can • afford to have a hundred or a 
thousand sheep swept off by rot, drought, or any of 
the ills to which sheep are subject, well and good — it 
is but one of the chances of his speculation ; but for 
a man who has to make his fortune, I consider sheep- 
keeping to be little short of madness ; a bad shepherd 
and a score of dingoes will ruin a sheep-owner (a small 
one I mean, of course) in six months. 

If, then, it be determined to begin ^ith cattle, a 
man should do as I have before said — see the run 
he intends to occupy, and the cattle he intends to 
buy. Get a good stockman and a hut-keeper — ^the 
owner himself must form a third hard worker ; in 
point of fact, if he but know his business, he should 
be his own stockman; a hut-keeper, then, will be 
all that is necessary for him. Get a small stock-yard 
and gallows run up, and also a hut; then bargain 
with some wealthy neighbour to bring up the supplies 
at the time he brings his own ; buy from 100 to 150 
head of cattle at first, and, as you get on, purchase 
more, hire more men, buy a dmy and team, and, 
8 many more have done before you, be sober, indus- 
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triduB, and c&rofiil; then tmeeeed omA gram mA« It 
is a bard life, bat it is a merrjr and a bealthy ooa: 
llha <diniate is aplendid; and a B%bt> or a MCffe of 
nights, in tbs open air is laaglwd at. Sseept in tiiie 
aormbre depths of the fcmst^ we bear notbrng* of 
CKdds or iUoeas of anj kind. Living ^tSi, prosperii^ 
and enjoying good healtb, what can jon seek far more t 

The rage for gold iacreasee every day ; yet> im 
spite of the vastsiuns found and to be found, of what 
avail is it? Prioea are aa enonnons aa the amounts 
the diggers obtain. They must live^ and must 
pay for living. Depend upcm it^ the Australian 
&miers, cattle-breeder^ •and ahsep*ownersi^ will prove ' 
in the end to be the real goldi^finders* Meantime^, at 
the diggings and in the buah*<*-ia town and conntry*-** 
£e^ e^^&fj grade and every daaa-^we have room and 
to spare. If they will wodc, thfff can obtain im* 
menyse wages at anything tiiey choose, to turn iio; and 
if all England w^are to pour in one vast torrent upooot our 
ahorea^ we should stiil havu room and employineiit 
foraU! 

Before entrndng upon awr adventures, in quest of the 
yellow god, it mig^t» perhaps, be as wdl to say 
something of the manner in which gold was diseoveredj 
and, also, what I can state resipecting the kind of soil 
in which it generally occurs* I am no mineralogist 
nisr geologist, so that the little I have to say will all 
be in as plain English as I can ^command, without 
teehnioalitiea of any kind. 
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It appears that, for many years^ suspicions had 
been entertained that the rocks and sands of Australia 
contained the precious metal. Even as &r back as 
1838-39, this was confidently asserted ; and, both by 
pamphlets and in the columns of the colonial press, 
the probability, if not the absolute certainty, of the 
presence of gold was strongly and frequently advocated 
from that time up to the date when it was placed 
beyond doubt by the discoveries of Mr. Hargraves in 
the earlier half of the year 1851 — a year which will 
form a memorable epoch, a brilliant starting-point in 
the history of the Australian colonies. 

It seems, indeed, a strange, almost a startling fSeust, 
that thus, for nearly twelve years, with a constant note 
of warning ringing in their ears, the great bulk of our 
inhabitants never seemed to dream even of the won- 
drous truth which was to burst upon them like a 
-thunder peal; that they were living amidst, treading 
upon, masses and sands of gold ; and equally strange 
t seems that thousands were traversing the wilds 
n which it was to be found, shepherds and cattle- 
drivers, the trader and the catde-iiEuiner, all intent 
upon the acquisition of a metal which they were 
heedlessly trampling under foot. It seems almost 
to give countenance to the opinion of the diggers 
themselves, who assert that, either the Almighty 
blinded the eyes of men until the poor of England 
had congregated in Australian lands, to enjoy the good 
He had prepared for them, or else (the more philo- 
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sophical adopt this idea) that a peculiar process of 
chemistry has been slowly going on of late years^ 
which has thus, on a sudden^ laid bare before the eyes 
of a wondering world, riches such as were scarcely 
dreamed of even in the palmiest and most hopeful days 
of Mexico and Peru. These notions, though naturally 
erroneous and wild, still tend to show the opinions of 
people in this part of the globe* It is, as is proudly 
and emphatically asserted, ''the poor man's land." 
God provides wealth' and abundance, if it is toiled for; 
abundance far greater than the commerce of the old 
world can attain — greater even than the boasted " dig- 
gings" of California can yield to the labour of its 
inhabitants. 

Such are the ideas, such the language, of our 
''diggers ; " and, though, fallacious they may be, they 
are still true in some measure, in a particular point of 
view. Thus, the poor man, inured to labour and a life 
of hardship, cares little for the hard £Etre and unceasing 
toil which is required to succeed in this style of life. 
True it is, that whore, on ordinary occasions, a gentle- 
man obtains one pound of gold, a labouring man obtains 
ifvo ; still there is this vast difference, that the poor 
man squanders, in nine cases out of ten, the whole, 
which he has literally acquired by the sweat of 

1 his brow ; and this simple circumstance explains 
why so very, very few return hence to England. 
Many there are, doubtless, who save and remit 

' largely home for the purpose of paying the passages 
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of their relatioiis; but thase are the exertions, not the 
rule. 

But I am wandering terriblj wide of mj subject : I 
WB8 speaking of the diseoreiy, Ac, of, gold in these 
colonies. Well then^ in spite of all that had been said 
or written up to 1861, but little public notice was 
attracted to the subject; so littk, indeed, that manj 
persons had left here for Califomi% and many others 
contemplated doing so, when an announcement was 
made which, though at first scarcely credited, speediljr 
turned the flood of emigration full upon, instead of 
from our shores. 

In one of the papers published at Sydney a para- 
graph appeared, stating that in the western country 
there was no longer any doubt of the existence of 
gold, inasmuch as a Mr. Hargraves, who had spent 
some time in Galifcnmia^ had proved that not only 
did it exist, but in such considerable quantities, that 
men were dearxng iqywards of tivopmmdB a day under 
all the disadvantages of non-acquaintance with the 
subject, and imperfect machinery. This was speedily 
followed by the Government officer's account, fully 
Biftbstasktiating Mr. Hargraves' statement, and in one 
moment a mania arose which haa never lessened, but, 
on the ccmtrary, increased to an extent beyond all 
precedent. Work was speedily at a staad-stiU; for 
, the distance from Sydney was so trifling, that three 
or four days' tramp brought the speculator to the 
spot. 
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Tfad diseoTeries had scarcely commenoed throaghout 
tiie whole of the Batfamrst and Wellia^a district^ 
and immense fields were brought into m>iic^ when 
the' colony of Victoria or Port Phillip foliowvd in the 
path of discovery^ and Ballarat and Mosnt Alexander 
were afinoanced as far «xoeeiMng even the Tnron dig- 
gings in ridbnefls and extamt 

Onwards roiled the wave, imtil it w«b found that 
almost every creek and golly in these districts was 
more or less impregnated with the precbus metal. 
From fdl parts flocfcsd aspirants for weahh ; the flodn 
and herds were left straying in the bush for want of 
tendance ; ships lay useless in every harbour, no men 
to navigate them ; shops were shut up ; ladies deaaed 
their own shoes, made theff beds, and cooked the 
dimiersi jtidgee had to groom llieir own horses, and 
fetch water from Hie wefl, or the mreait for their 
dinners from the bvtcher^s lAop; all order in the 
towns was «t an end } every >one and everything tend- 
ing towards that magnet — the gold diggings. 

Q%ee&mrmo» mass (neaiiy a hundredweight, I^bei- 
lieve) of pure gold which had been discov«ared by the 
blacdc servant of a gentiteman nan^d Kerr, gavea pro- 
digious spvLf to the leverii^ e^tem<^t wbieh pre« 
Tfoled ; andtfaeooBStant sneoession of eonsiderable-sixed 
^B^SS^ which was announced, many of them irf great 
value, tended to keep alif« the feeling. Emigration on 
a vast scale from the neighbouring colonies set in ; so 
^much so, that large rewards were offered for the die- 
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covery of other fields^ in order to retain the popiOa- 
tion ; and I believe it was principally in consequence 
of one of these offers of reward that the Melbourne 
diggings were discovered. 

Great; no doubt^ are the benefits of these Wondrous 
discoveries to the poorer classes, but dire has been the 
injury to the wealthier portions of the community; 
and I still confidently believe that the country would 
have been more prosperous, the people more perma- 
nently happy and well-to-do in the world, had no 
grain of gold ever existed throughout the extent 
of the land. Ultimately, the effect will without 
doubt be, that into the hands of the agriculturalist 
and the grazier will pass much of the vaunted wealth 
of the diggers; even now, so vast, so exorbitant, are 
the charges for all species of commodities, whether 
of food, of clothing, defence, or luxury, that the 
diggers are not so very much richer than they were 
formerly, as townsmen or countrymen; for, with the 
acquisition of wealth, has come the desire of spending 
it, and few, very few, are to be found capable or 
willing to save. 

In order to sum up in a few brief words : the prin- 
cipal New South Wales diggings are about sixty to 
eighty miles from Sydney, and about the same distance 
in the sister colony from Melbourne. These distances 
are not.those of. the high roads in England, but ap- 
proximately judged at by horses' legs. All round, for 
miles and miles, the creeks, gullies, <&c., abound with 
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Uie metal ; and I have little doubt it will be found 
throughout the whole of the colonies^ more or less^ 
before long; whether it will tend eventually to their 
well-being is a problem which time only can solve, bat 
of which, I must confess, I am not very sanguine. 
«^ And now for the soils in which it is generally found, 

and the forms in which it makes its appearance. 
At the different diggings, the soils lie in different 
strata; and the confusion of these soils is so great 
that, in many places, the difference in the thickness of 
one certain bed of gravel or clay will vary in a few 
feet of surface — ^five, ten, or perhaps double that 
number of feet. The gold occurs, more or less, in all 
the various strata; and, in some instances, the surface- 
soil has been peculiarly rich. At the Victoria dig- 
gings — ^beneath the surface-soil— lies a thick bed of 
gravel, then comes a bed of a reddish, mixed marly 
earth, containing good quantities of gold ; but little 
time is usually spent upon this, as, immediately below^ 
lies a bed of blue .clay, containing gold in sufficient 
quantities to satisfy even the longings of our avaricious 
seekers ; below this, again, occurs a stratum of slate, 
varying in thickness, but extremely rich in '^pockets," 
as they are technically termed. These pockets are holes 
or fissures in the slate, in which the gold has been de- 
posited; sometimes in pure nuggets or lumps, at other 
.times mixed up with extraneous matter. This is the 
general formation ; but in some places the red and yellow 
;marl are more compact and of greater thickness thaa 
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in. odifirs ; and hrgid nmMos or bouldere of a kind 
ef grazdte fure fimnd in the claj-beds, materially in« 
n^easing^ the labour. The quantity of gold varies, also^ 
wcmderfiilly* SoBottthnes from the nery sarfaoe^Mil 
right away doim into the slate^ the metal is foond 
abundantly; mstanees havmg oecurred of a party 
realiaing as much as from 1^6001. to 2,0002* out of one 
liingfe hole; others, on the contrary, will sink half-A- 
doeea holes, and find soaroely a grain of gold the 
whole time. They peii9ev<ere, and perhaps the very 
next more than rewards them for their whole time and 

tea. 

Immense quttndtieeof gold azist intermingled with, 
or imbedded in quarts, and the* piece irfaadi Dr. Kenr^s 
shepherd discovered wm of this eharaoter. Very 
much of this, howevca*, can never be worked with 
profit imti! a regularly organzed system of gtdd* 
crushing and Defining sfafdl be brought into working 
order; and then, I have but litde doubt, enormous sums 
will be made, as, in several places, Toads, and evm 
bridges, I am infbsmad, have been oonstnicted of the 
auriferous stone. Nuggets ocomr plentifiilly, also, in 
the beds of the various mountain streams, cueeks, and 
gullies; in the bottoms of water-holes; and in the 
various hollows wbich occur throughout the country. 
jiUl this last class (nuggets) are evidently produced by 
bne cause : the rockor sml in which they were prinra*^ 
rily imbedded having been washed away by water, 
tiiese lumps have been deposited, togeflier with Hie 
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debfit of the envelopiiig materiak^ and are naturally 
found in the lowest levels. Some of the creeks haTO 
proved most extraordinarily pivNluGtiYe. 

The TariouB features of the gold formation standi 
Uunrefore, thus: — In vater-wom nuggets, nearly pure, 
among liie pebbles and boulders of water-oourses, and 
in the more rodcy portH»:» of the ** fields.'' In van- 
oudy shaped and constituted nuggets in quartz, date, 
iron-stone (granite, I rather fimey), the different 
cdoui«d maris and clays. In scales, anall grains, 
and dust, amongst the stokd and earth, constituting 
the upper strata of the earth's surfiioe; and in the 
same form, in the mud and sand at the botUnn of the 
water-coui«e% ponds, a&d steeams. 

Where^r a stream is bemg WKnrked, it is a great 
point of amb^on to obtain a liceneis for any portiefi 
mhtsfe there is im angle in the baaik ; should a mass of 
roc^ project its rugged front into ihe stream, it is a 
Ittc^ man who worics that spot ; hm*, shouM the roots 
of some old tree have crspt into the bed of the creek, 
still more fortunate is the holder of the claim con- 
sidered. 

The rationale of this is, that at all these spots, or 
^ts of a similar deseriptian, a spedes of eddy is 
fermed, which allows all the gold whieh the thiek 
waters have hitherto hejd in suspeinion to sink 
%y its greater specific gravity to t&e bottom } wfa3st 
a great part of the extraneous matter is stiD eained 
i£f and, as may be supposed, some of the richest 
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pocKets have been found at or about such places as 
these. 

The bed claims? &s they are called in contradistinction 
to the bank claims^ are usually tolerably productive, 
but liable to this mishap, that, perhaps, when in full 
work, a fall of rain comes on — at a distance may be— 
and the torrent pouring on whelms the bed claim in a 
mass of rubbish, destroying all the previous labour, and 
leaving a bitter legacy, in the shape of decayed vege- 
table rubbish and huge boulders to be removed, ere the 
spot can again be experimented upon. This calamity 
cannot well happen to the bank claim, except under 
peculiar circumstances. It may, indeed, be a benefit 
to them as affording an increased supply of water for 
the purpose of washing the soil, which operation, by- 
the-bye, I had better now describe to you. 

There are several modes, some of them too scientific 
by half, as well as too expensive, to suit the tastes of 
the diggers, who think much more about '^nuggets," 
than about 'Must." One of these, the ^'Californy 
cradle," in diggers' parlance, is of two forms: one of 
them has the bottom pierced with holes, the earth is 
mixed with water, and thrown into the cradle, which is 
kept in motion ; the gold from its' great weight (nine- 
teen times that of water) falls through the holes and 
unites with a quantity of quicksilver in the compart- 
ment below, the greater portion of the sand and mud 
passing off with the water, the remainder being easily 
removed from the sur&ce of the quicksilver. The 
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other form is on the same plan, but a little more 
simple : the cradle is made deeper with a deep ledge, 
the quicksilyer is at the bottom, the soil is thrown 
in with water and sharply agitated, so that the gold 
falls and forms an amalgam, and the refuse is swept 
off. As both these ways require an apparatus for 
procuring a divorce between the loving couple, who, 
to speak truth, cling most closely to each other, you 
may well believe few attempt to use them, and those 
few lose more time fiddle-faddling about a small 
portion of gold, than would suffice for them to wash 
ten times the quantity. The common rocking cradle, 
if well made, is a most efficient mode of obtaining the 
metal from the substances accompanying it. If not 
well made, or carelessly or clumsily managed, of course 
large quantities must be lost, but even at the worst, 
it has answered the purpose for which it was de- 
signed. This common cradle is much like its name- 
sake for babies, but standing higher for the sake of 
convenience in washing. It slants away slightly from 
the head to the foot, having small bars fastened across 
at the bottom from side to side, in order to arrest the 
motion of stones, nuggets of gold, and indeed all gold 
which may be mixed up with the earth ; at the head of 
some is a grating, but others have a deep cleet, so 
that the water does not run off with so great a 
force. 

When a bucket-full or cart-full of earth is to be 
washed, a portion of the stuff is thrown in, and water 
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poured on it^ earth and water b^^ sapplied as neces- 
aary, un^^ in the opinion of the cradler^ snffieient has 
been done ; the cradle all this time having* been in 
motion^ the water has taken tip the greater part of the 
earthy materials and sand, and has carried them over 
the foot>raib, leaving behind the heavier stones and 
ahnost tiie whole of the gold, which, from its great 
weight, being liberated by the agitation of the water, 
Mis, and passing along the bottom of the cradle is 
arrested by the ba^. The stones are then es^Qaiined 
to see if any nn^ets are among them, 'Ab refuse is 
sw^ oirt, the nuggets and goldnlust pnt into a 
badcBt by the side of the cradle, and the smme ooinse 
of proceeding is gone through again. 

Mafiy of the poorer dasses of iliggers at first com- 
mence operatioBs with a common tm^didi, and after a 
fern tnals seldom fail to aoqnire a peculiar knack of so 
tomiag the wrist and hand, that eveiy twist sends 
from Hie edge of the dish a portion of w«ter, earth, 
and ^aad, the whole of the heavier matter drawing 
towards the centre. In -ttis primitive et^e they sooceed 
in realizing eonsidembleqnantitiesof gold. In both these 
waye ail but the very small sei^ gold is obtained, 
though when the ** diggings^* were first discovered, 
whether it was firom igncnance or an impatient desire 
of finding masses I cannot say, but so it was that 
huge quantities of good-sized grains of gold were 
obtained by washing the r^fkise of the first diggers' 
cradled stuff. 
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And now to our own proceedings. Before I di- 
gtteaed, we were aboat to start for Mount Alex- 
aad^ to cast our lot in with the other seekers for 
gold. We bad met two persona^ one a shopke^E^er; 
the other his assistant, who were also about to leave 
Helbouma After some little talk we decided upon 
joining our forces. We had a considerable quantity 
of stores, of which a rough yaluatioii was made ; our 
new oompanions purchasing a tent of canvass^ a cradle, 
and other things, such as shovde and pickaxes, to 
square matters with us, the difference being adjusted 
afterwards. Pinding that prices were so encnrmous, 
we only bought what was absolutely necessary, trust- 
ing to pick up odds and ends at the ^^ di^ngs" from 
parties desirous of disposing of them. 

We engaged with a dray which was going up^ to 
carry all our traps and stores, as also the two towns- 
men ; we three being on horseback with our dogs at 
our heels^ for we could not induce ourselves to part 
with our old friends^ on whose backs so many hundred 
miles had beoa traversed. We were all weU armed and 
in high sforits, though at £rat we grumbled sorely at 
the slow pace of the bullocks ; but in the excitement 
of hearing the news of the diggings, and watching the 
crowds that passed and repassed, this cause of annoy- 
ance was soon fbrgotteo. 

It was a matter of astonishment to us, long unused 
to see more than a score of human beings at a time, 
now on a sudden to percdre horsemen and drays full 
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of passengers^ and pedestrians in plenty^ all wending 
in numbers towards the common centre of attraction 
and hope. Then a down dray would pass^ questions 
being shouted by all as they passed to learn wliat 
news, the answers serving only to excite still more the 
universal enthusiasm. Soon a party from the diggings 
was met with, who, with laughter, jeered those going 
up for their dilatory movements, boasting of the trea- 
sure they had obtained, and declaring their intention 
df stopping in town only to dispose of the gold, and 
place the proceeds in safety, and then to return. Amid 
such scenes passed our first day's journey. 

On camping for night, the oxen and horses were 
turned loose, our fire lighted, and a good meal soon 
got ready, and then looking to our arms, we passed 
the night in forgetfolness. 

Early mom saw us on our way; the road had been 
tolerably good the day before, but now was not only 
naturally bad, but so cut up by the unceasing stream 
of passengers and beasts, that we werio obliged to be 
careful of our way, and clouds of dust did not tend, by 
any means, to render our passage up more agreeable. 

We halted that night near some water-pools, around 
and in the vicinity of which at least two hundred 
others were assembled, and wild and picturesque in 
the highest degree was the scene thus formed; the 
blazing fires, with forms flitting about, or seated in 
groups around, the animals feeding in the back 
ground; the laugh, shout, and, not unfiequently, 
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the loudly uttered oath; dark trees in the back- 
ground^ and still further back^ the heavy and threaten- 
ing masses of the hills^ all conspired to lend a charac- 
ter of wildness to the scene which^ to my eyes at 
leasts rendered it doubly enchanting. Nor be it sup- 
posed that this wildness was in look alone : every one 
in these groups was armed^ and the greater number, 
before disposing themselves to rest, discharged their 
pieces in the air, and, reloading them, seemed prepared 
for a night attack. This custom, to our eyes, however, 
was more honoured in the breach than in the observ- 
ance, as, thanks to an occasional shot at a bird or 
a beast, we felt that our good doubles were in working 
order, and, to tell the truth, I always have placed 
as much faith in the- teeth of '^Chance," or of 
^^ Beauty," as even in a leaden ball, though my own 
hand pull the trigger, and missing is a bad habit, to 
which I have never given much encouragement. This 
uproar of voices and discharging guns, lasted for some 
two or three hours after camping, and then a silence 
&I1 upon the scene, interrupted only by the bark of a 
dog, the uneasy motions of the cattle, or the hurried 
exclamation and deep oath from some one whose 
slumbers had been interrupted by the cold nose of 
a bullock or horse touching his face. 

Our third day's journey brought us up to the mount, 
we having performed the distance one stage, or day's 
journey, less than usual, the dray being light, and 
ourselves mounted. We had been surprised, as I 
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liave said^ ^ tlie numbers passiAg and repassing; and 
alflo birouacked at the various balting-plaoes; but the 
scene upon our aorrital at Golden Point was indeed 
wonderful, causing us almost to discredit the evidence 
of our senses. In every direction, the neighbourhood 
was covered with tents, huts, bark shelties, and all 
kinds of contrivanoes to keep some sort of cover over 
head. The ground was burrowed in every direction, 
pits of all sorts of depths azud shapes yawned in one's 
pathway, and, in particular spots, the men were con- 
gregated in crowds, which at first induced in us the 
belief that a quarrel was taking place, but which 
turned out to be merely the gathering around some 
lucky find, each digger trusting to hit upon rich veins> 
mr pockets, in such a vicinity. There were not &few 
also who, like ourselves, were surveying the wondrous 
scene before us with blank looks of astonishment and 
dismay, lor the first natural feeling was, that in such 
a crowd all the land must have been searched and all 
the gold Ibund. 

Squaring accounts with our dray-driver, we took 
out our traps, and after a little ^arch finding a con« 
v^ent spot to pitch our tent, we hobbled the horses, 
committed them to old ^^ Chance's " care, got in all 
our goods, put our pistols in a belt, and started off to 
reconnoitre the place around; a few carelesaly-put 
questions gave us an insight into the state of affiurs^, 
though we could gain no information whatever as to 
the find of gold, all hands agreeing in a£Sirming the 
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spots on which they were severally at work to be very 
poor. Selecting a spot close to where one of the 
most considerable groups were hard at work^ we paid 
our license fee, pegged out the space allowed^ and^ as 
there was still some time of the day left^ resolved to 
olear off the superincumbent soil, which, though in 
many instances yielding gold, is rarely worth much 
trouble, the lower strata being far richer, and the 
gold more easily obtainable. 

A couple of hours' hard work carried us down 
nearly three feet through the soil, and by this time 
we felt the want of food and rest, and resolved not 
to make any attempt upon the gravel, which now 
showed itself. We accordingly shouldered our tools, 
and wended. our way back, praying devoutly that 
supper would be ready. As for my back, I verily 
believed I should never stand upright again during 
life, I felt so stiff from continuous stooping, shovelling 
out the earth, and the others were all much of a 
muchness. All around the ^^ diggers" were returning 
to their tents, some singly, some in companies, but all 
on the alert, and armed to the teeth; it was plain 
confidence and security had fled from Golden Point, 
and that each for himself was both the spirit and the 
letter of the law. 

Supper was luckily ready when we reached our 
tent^ and making a hearty meal, we proceeded to 
enter into arrangements respecting work and cooking. 
Five slips of paper were numbered one to five re- 

I 
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fipecttYelj; and pat inta a hat, and as we drew them, 
' so did each stand for cooking and housekeeping dntj. 
I was number two, so that I had a day^s woi^ prior 
to mj cooking daj. During the enrening we com- 
menced making acquaintances roond, and fbimd that 
s MrrauB feeling' of discontent was prevalent^ owing 
to the iQ-ad vised measures of the colonial govoimient, 
in passing an act doubling the licextse-fee, wUch had 
been 80s., and making it 81. 

' A second act had caBed upon all the diggers to 
act ae constables, under the penaltj of being con- 
sidered rogues and vagabonds, and being treated 
according^. We having onfy, however, paid the single 
fee, we inquired the reason, and found that the first 
act, doubling the fee, was generally understood to be 
the efiect of a cBque in the Assembly, who, alarmed 
at a petiticm whaeh had been presented, praying for a 
revision of the electoral Sstsr, had contrived to get 
th» bill pushed through the House, making the fee^ 
moreover, to be paid by every one employed in any 
way in connection with the gold — ^whether digging or 
not. Meetings had been held, and the differs resolved 
<nttker to resist the fee altogether, than to pay the 
increased one, and the consequence has been that 
both bills have become dead lettera^ and the old 
Hoense^fee is still paid. The feding of irritation 
i^ahist ihe Grovennnent, however, still existed, and 
comanittees had been formed to protect the interests, 
aaid wateh over the welfare of the great body of 
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mincnf; and I do not donbt^ Gthotdd the Oovemment 
be so Ibolsk nm to endea^^nr ti9 onfencie* these and 
other obnoxious acts^ that arms will be taken up to 
zepeiifoeee bjriBnser 

The neect motamg, tear of m wem iq)eedil7 at 
VDi^ tkrewing the grarrel oat of our dhira^ working 
•teaidSj laid togelEber;- after abont three honrs^ work, 
we relwrned to breakfaet, tiien woHced tiD a Abort time 
after mnm, when we bad our dinners f then again 
xactiL dark, when we* bad tea, or empper, n& m bnsh 
phrase we temed it Thb onlj lasted a short time, 
as we aftwwwdh woAed ftrongh the Ay, making 
our only meal after breakfast hte in the evening. 
When we retnmed in the eTenmg; the gravel was 
oat, or almost m; and the next day we commenced 
on a hard, compaet bed of a red concrete mari, inter- 
mingled wilfi bonldiers of granite and qnartz, and also 
with gray miri. In Ae mean time I was at home 
preparing breakfast of beef, tea, and damper; when 
the othei^ retomed, they told me that ft was very 
hard work, the picks making but little impression. 
At it they went again, and the three succeeding days 
saw ue stiU driving fhnousfy at the confpact mass 
At the end of that time, however, M— — , in throwing 
out seme of the rubbish, dSbcovered a lump of quartz 
intermemgled wi& small gold grains, like peas; a 
fihort time sufficed to clear out the grains, and a 
closer search was rewarded by the discovery of nearly 
fbur ounces, in the interstices of tie chister of boul- 
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ders we were digging out. Though but a trifling 
quantity^ this unlooked-for success inspirited us^ and^ 
indeed; we stood in need of it. 

'the constant work with the pick blistered our hands 
to such a degree^ that it was no uncommon thing for 
us to have the handles clammy with the blood, whilst 
the pain was excruciating^ and in addition, the labour 
of throwing out the refuse stuff, joined to our working 
in so confined a space, made our arms, backs, and 
loins ache most fearfully. However, we kept each 
other up, and played our parts manfolly, few words of 
complaint being heard, and those invariably with a 
laugh. Eight or nine days saw the bottom of this 
confounded s|uff, and we anticipated plenty of success 
now that we had come to the clay — ^the gold formation 
par excellence. Digging out the clay, we set to work 
searching and washing, and though not in any g^eat 
quantities, realized every daj gold enough to keep us 
going on in good temper. 

As we were returning one evening rather more than 
a fortnight after our arrival, I perceived a face which 
I at once recognized, and stepping up to the persop, 

said, ^^ Ah, Mr. , so you have left Adelaide and 

your cattle to come digging." 'Twas our old master, 
who we found had come up and joined our friend Mr. 

, and several others all more or less injured in 

pocket by the terrible effects of the gold mania. 
Both our old fiiends were delighted to see us, and 
insisted on sending a small keg of brandy to our tent 
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ftr our private use. Well meant^ and with a kind 
hearty was the present made, but it well nigh involyed 
ns in a serious scrape. 

I mentioned the doublings the gold license -fee^ 
which by-the-bye is not a tax upon gold^ but upon 
the chance of obtaining it— one of the greatest pieces 
of injustice that was ever perpetrated. Well^ soon 
after this precious act miscarried^ orders were given to 
seize all spirits^ Ac., coming up to the diggings^ the 
aim and end ostensibly being to put a stop to ** sly 
grog-selUng/' so as to keep the diggers from drinking 
and quarrelling ; a whole brood of informers instantly 
sprang iip^ and acts of the grossest injustice were 
every day perpetrated by the convict policemen; in the 
name and by the sanction of the law. 

Arbitrary seizures of private property for private 
use were made, and heavy fines inflicted; though in 
several instances the committees paid the fineS; and insti- 
tuted proceedings against the Commissioner and Go* 
vemment. This being premised; I will now go on. 
One of these poUcemen chanced to see this same small 
keg (about two and a half gallons for five men) come 
into our tent. In five minutes after; three of them 
entered and announced their intention of handcu£Sbig 
US; and taking us before the Commissioner* ''I 

rather guess you'll do no such thing," was H 's 

reply as he cocked his piece. *' Be quiet; H— ;" said 
M— -— ; and putting one of the fellows aside with his 
hand; all three looking very blue at our attitude of 
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mistmoBf he ^SBHei to aBv«ral 0f iba 4igg0i» who 
w^msttmdmg BboKA. OnT.hmanti» fvould^noir. g^adlj 
have beaten a retreat^ but could jmi^ ss aiaeMMl Prm 
fijMedilj ximniQur tent, .aalin ft few miiuiieB oiir Wo 
£Amd% ais9 pasbod thvoogii tba aesdiiifakd peo{de to 

906 wiut was tbd jmatte* M tbsQ >effplamad tih9 

casf^ poixUing oat that we had vemiwd tba spicit as.a 
fgeasAt &om A Mea^f that it was in our tout witbaat 
the slisbteot aiteiODt at ^vmflflalm^aif. • «t«^ £iaIlY m 
wnre freed Irom the tddicate attenlion ef the poUee* 
Had oat several o£ ss inter£e«e4y ^ i^einl J believB ihegr 
unottld hav6 stood a poor ahanoeia the cnmA, MiUbDrngk 
tbaj were anaed ; Juwrav^, they were allowed to paaa 
fwaot free, we haviog anade up our miiids to iwot^ 
should they endeaTOur to aofosos sp arfaitrarj a 
atratch of pome We Immiin0 manfpJkavemr., .^ the 
matter. 

^ frankly and &i% «pealaa|g^ tha CSoloaial Govam^ 
xaeat aoeni to be doiag. everything ih^j am i^ «ax»pel 
tha diggops to favesdc iafeo 4)pai revolt, and if thajr amyf 
oeed, the worse it will be Jor the aathoes of ths move*» 
aaaat. ISigHj thoaaaad or a .himdiad thousand maa 
ate not easily aot laovus^, but oaice m jnotMn, no 
hamor is atrongranouigh to <^poso the iaijpefus eSmtk 
a body. 

. W£ cDotioned wadiing and fiMsioking un^ wa.had 
alaarad our daim down to the alsKte stooa beneath^ 
oarefully fixftmining the atirfaca of that fannatiQa &r 
poofcate. Having &klj aleved all<nit^ wo found that 
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we had made in twtfitj-4bree days akrut 3602^ giripg 
eadi of us 72L lor less tluua a jaootb^s woik. 

We eet to work ainkii^ aaoijier hok^ and tluiugb. 
from habit, and oi»r handa beiii^ better msed to ths 
toil^ we could gat on het&t, yet w« fdlt the jturring of 
the stone more perhaps than at &at, on 9Coonnt of the. 
bolder and freer jaanner m wibick we handled 'Our 
tools* The strata w&fe mudbi the same all Jiound, 
wearying <xoij in thkdmesa, and we sank in all .hare, 
se^vea hdles, &tao, whioh, en sqvaiing aeeowBta, and. 
paying eaEpeuaes, we found we had neitted a eum of, 
8)400/^ or rather gold which at a .rip^gh ^^ulafckm. 
would net that Amoont in Helboume. 

A stiange^EaiacuBistafioe caused us to stefte our tokfe 
without parade^ aad vanish from GoldcA Point.. I bad: 
noli^ed a man (digjging in company withisevetnd oithm^ 
of rwhose jfoatuses I entertained some i^a^e feeltf^ <£ 
recollectionj jet though &ir days I was ende^iFotop^^ 
to xeeall who it was, I could not succeed. This pav^ 
had been gone some time from our wcini^y*wh9x (90fk 
evening, as I stood before the tent smoking;, I beboldi 
my unknown slowly walking along the edge «f a gull|r 
at a distance, and as I stood iookii^g I thoi^ht I dei- 
tected « kind of heokonin^ aigsal to me. Merely, 
saying to M--<— - and H^— — that J was about to take 
a stroll rounds I lalt that my pistols were saJfo, wkistled: 
softly to the dogs, and sauntered slowly towards, but 
not in a direct line to, where liie man was standing. 
I knew I was not acting wisely, as there were fixa^: 
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derers about who stood upon little ceremony; and 
there is no doubt but that the police, instead of assist- 
ing the plundered man, frequently shared in the booty 
obtained. When I was near the spot where the man 
stood, he turned, and as if then first observing me,, 
bade me '^ good evening ; " then glancing around, said, 
^'I have but a few words to say, and but little timeV 
you once gave me food when I was well nigh starving, 
and I am not a man to forget If you will follow me 
to-morrow morning, I will give you notice of where I 
and my party are now working in^ one of the creeks to 
the northward; we have made ahready, I should say, 
1,000Z.'' Turning on his heel, he quietly strolled 
away. I now recognized the man ; it was the younger 
of the two whom I had £EiIlen in with in the bush in 
my journey in quest of a run, and who now, in his own 
way, sought to repay the obligation he fisuicied he 
owed me. With beating heart, and quickened respira* 
tion, I sauntered along, not venturing to quicken my 
step for fear I had been watched, and t therefore 
took several turns to and fro until I had finished my 
pipe, when I returned. I quietly told my companions 
tliat we had better not begin another hole, as I thought 
it probable we should start, and drawing their heads 
together informed them of my adventure. ''' Verily 
there is gratitude in this world after all," quoth our 

sage M . 

We arranged that aU our traps should be prepared 
as for a return (our gold having been despatched by 
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escort did not trouble U8)| and that; after getting under 
weigh; they should diverge in the direction I pointed 
out We had taken out another set of picks^ our old 
ones being completely done up^ and next morning they 
busied themselves getting all things ready, whilst I 
mounted my horse^ and with my dogs cantered down 
the back of the tent grounds, as I had more than once 
done before. I soon caught sight of my grateful 
bushranger ahead, and as I soon overtook him, I 
pulled my horse up to a walk, so that he might keep 
pace with me. He then told me that almost all the 
creeks around were, as I well knew, all crowded, but 
that some of them, from prejudice more than anything 
else, had been passed over. One near Forest Greek, 
amongst the rest, was in this category, and was not 
even named. He had discovered it by a mere chance, 
and his party were hard at work. He told me that 
the ground was rich, and as he was known as well as 
his party to be experienced, the sooner we made our 
appearance the better. I thanked him warmly for 
these hints ^ but he again said he considered he was 
only making me a fair return, for probably saving his 
life and his companion's when they were in the bush ; 
bidding each good-bye, I galloped back and tethered 
my horse as though nothing had happened. 

Towards evening we started, bidding all our ac- 
quaintances good-bye, and at once proceeded to our 
point of destination. It was clearly evident on our 
arrival that we were expected, and welcomed by all— 
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a proof that mj iaformaat li&d told them of the eause 
of ilk widiizig to inform me, and of thair i^pn)Tal of 
his condudL Little time was lost ia pitcbing our 
tenl^ and conuaencing operations. Wa soon £>iind 
that considerahlB quantities of small gdd weee to be 
obtained from the soil, and whikt turn by turn we 
rocked the cradle^ the others supplied earth ; we £>and 
some rich pockats among a quantity of rubble staff, 
among which was one nngget which weighed S lbs. 
7 oz. 2 dwta., the heaviest piece we ever obtained. 

For eleven days we were undisturbed; wnrking 
without oesaation, and rearing a goldea crop j though, 
not so much as our neighboum' party, who, indeed, 
seemed to have tied Fortune's wheel, now that they . 
had reached, the summit. At the ^d of the time; 
menlianed, several arrivals took place ; the absence of; 
the party in question having excited attention and 
inquiry. A very considerable degree of astoni^ment 
was displayed at our presence, not unmingled, we could 
see^ with a certain admiration of our skilful jetreat, 
even tJiough they themselves wen3 ^ parties out- 
generalled. 

We remained a f<^tniglit longer digging, and then, 
as our ^tock of dust and nuggets was very considerable,, 
we resolved to start &r Melbourne, square accounts,, 
spend a few dajs|, and Tetum. JBy a little manage- 
ment we contrived to find good purchasers for all our 
traps and suiplus stores; our two eompanions pur- 
chased a eauple of good horses, saddles, &c., complete 



for 14:1 aadii ; aiui carefiiUy packing ^ our tueasorej 
and ready to ride down dxtjUwag in our waj, in our 
tBgemesB to get to Meiboume, off we went at a paea 
wMch w€ soon found was too good to last in sack roada 
as we i^er 6 in. 

We intended to hare stopped at an inn which has 
been erected At Kjneton j ia hct, there a.ra severai, 
but this one was recomi»ei>dal a« imvmg a dvfl land-. 
Icurd and attentive waitenu But as w« soon foun4 
that paying &r that dvilitf and attention wonM ease 
ns of a very gnaat amount of our gold, we r^olved tft 
do as we had done often tisies before — ^be oonteot 
with what we .carried withns, sand to <»inp oiiU zoond 
a fire in our blankets. We did not bargain for nans* 
^nitoes^ but got them neversdielesB, and ia great quan- 
tities ; though even that was better than paying at the; 
rate of about an ounce of gold each for >evary meal wa 
partook of. It was said that tiie innkeepers at tha 
villages between the diggings and MeLbonme wera 
netting on an average from three to five thousand 
a year j and, from own Jmowledge^ I can positivelj; 
assert that many of the storekeepers bave made pretty 
little fortunes and Jf^tired since the beginnij^g of tha 
mania for digging* At all the varioi» diggings— « 
JBallarat^ Golden Pointy Eonest Greeks Friar's Creel^ 
and a long hst of cisedcs^ gidlies, <&c* — one or more q{ 
these stores may be founds none of them making a less 
profit than one hundred per cent; msaxj <x£ then^ 
getting more. In addition to this, the principal ^ay« 
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ments are in nuggets^ for which these salesmen allow 
about 55«. to 6Ss. an ounce. This gold is remitted to 
Melbourne^ where it readily seUs for 62«. to 65s.; some* 
times even more ; thus adding about twelve per cent, 
additional profit to their already enormous gains. Their 
riskS; however^ are great; and the arbitrary exaction of 
the government in demanding 80«. per month for 
every shopman^ clerk; store-keeper; or other servant 
employed; although not making any very great abate- 
ment from their gainS; is still forcibly felt; more espe- 
cially as on some occasions where the servant has been 
seized by the police; and taken before the Commissioner; 
heavy losses have resulted from the man's absence. I 
have heard several of the principal store-keepers express 
their determination of commencing actions to recover 
damages from Government for these losses ; and should 
any of these cases come before a jury; such is the 
almost universal feeling of dislike to the colonial mea- 
sures; that the Government would surely lose the day. 
We hurried on next day; and succeeded in reaching 
Melbourne ; no very great journey for two dayS; as far 
as mere distance is concerned^ but a considerable feat 
when shocking roads; broken-down drays or waggons^ 
teams in confrision; dust; flieS; musquitoes; and a host 
of petty annoyances and hindrances; are taken into 
consideration. Our companions conducted us straight 
to their homC; insisting that we should stop with them 
whilst in Melbourne } laughingly telling us that a 
sofa; or even a soft deal board; would be a better 
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couch than a blanket and a heap of stoneS; with a hig 
bit of quartz for a pillow* 

We were warmly welcomed by the good lady and 
her family } and^ as we could well imagine their first 
feelings would not bear the presence of strangers^ we 
strolled out after our introduction^ promising to return 
in an hour's time. There were at this time a very 
considerable number of diggers in the town^ and we 
had gone but a very short distance before a volley of 
hails was to be heard from one of the upper windows 
of a large inn or hotel. On looking up^ several of our 
acquaintances at Golden. Point were to be seen, and 
bongre malgrSywe had to walk uprstairs to say '* How 
d'ye do ?" A cheer greeted our entrance, chairs being 
ceremoniously placed for us by the waiters ; though 
by the appearance of the room it was plain few of the 
present inmates cared for such a piece of furniture. 
Some seated on the table, some on the ground, and 
one half out of window, retailing all that passed for 
their ^^ mates' " information and gratification. '^ What 
would we drink ?" Nothing. Such a thing was not to 
be heard of. Sherry, madeira, champagne, brandy, any- 
thing or everything we may have ; but as for nothing, 
it wasn't in the house, and could not be thought of. 
Yes, indeed, there were shepherds, hut-keepers, 
shopmen, and errand-boys, drinking champagne at a 
guinea or a guinea and a half per bottle ; though I 
will say for them, all seemed to prefer the brandy, and 
ta understand it best. There are no gentlemen in the 
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colonies now. All baniers are broiseB Amm. There 
are only rich men and poor men. ; and as die latter 
may be rich in ai week^ eveij one is ^ kadi Mtaw, well 
met" witih enrery one dae;. 

ETadin^ with aome diffienlty a presoing invitation to 
^inner^ we at len^h cuatrived to get awny^ and at we 
learned £rom the eonireraation. Aat was gt»in^ on that 
many of our old neighbours were down, in the. town 
for the very landabh. purpose of gettingr rid of their 
gold aa fast as poesxUe in dd&aadbery- tndl drank^i- 
nesB, we tiiongbt it best to get beck to cor ^ matea** 
for the resMnoAer of the day. 

Oh ! the pleasmea d hone !! Vaay a hiqppy hour 
had we i^nt in. the boeih, and k Ithe geld fields^ but 
the cosy qoiet happmesse of that snup home;^ the placid 
look of eontentmcBfr which wis upom tike face of all^ 
and the kind and Ibnd kMiks wfaoch centred in our two 
fidendi^ cocdd not pass unnoticed^ and almost made me 
feel inehned &r trasqidttiity an»d retirement. The 
effect on osataagB was aoon evidieiit; his atteavtion to 
the yoBsger dsnghter of onr host being nnich greater 
than we oonaidemd three bouts' a^squamtanee wsrr- 
ranted. I told Mm soy whereat skm bhn^d; and he 

looked angry and fboUBh; so H and I set Mm 

down aa a gone nMu. The elder is engaged to* our 
younger eompani<Bi» 

The next day we negotiated the sale of our gold^ 
and obtained upwards of Sy9007.^ My share* of the 
whole of the affiur — ove-Mth — bezng l;473f. ; for 
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rather more limn fire months' work; the last month's 
speculation havings however^ jielded ns more money 
in one-fourth the time that our first enterprise did. 
This proves how much chance has to do with digging; 
though I do not beliere any single man, I mean work- 
ing singly, could fail of making, one day with another, 
1^ least twenty shillings* worth of gold. This^ mind 
you, is, in my opinion, the mimmnm ; and a man nrost 
he wdueh^ who only does this. I am not speaking, of 
course, of a day only, or a dozen days even, hut of 
three weeks or a month. 

We had some time before this, at M 's sugges- 
tion, detenmned upcm dmding the money we possessed, 
and letting it stand in our lespectiye names at the 
bank, and also upon making each his will, in case of 
accidents, and this we now proceeded to do. My 

share, and consequently each of the otihers', H 

am} M , was now, includisg our gold-seeking 

retoms, 2,1977. j about seyen times as much as we had 
when we landed in the colonies ysfj nearly five years 
ago. Had the gold discorery not taken place we 
should have stood in almost as good a poeitzon, fcr 
by this time our herd would be yiddii^ a large annual 
income, and firom the care witii which they had been 
selected, and the attention we paid to breeding, e^ery 
year would have rendered tiiem more and more 
valuable* I am very, very thankfiil for the success 
which to an almost unlook»d-&r degree has attended 
our exertions; still I am sorry we were obliged to give 
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up our pursuits; and I am resolved as soon as tUs fever 
subsides to commence again. 

After finishing our business, we spent three days 
cruising about, admiring the vagaries of the gold 
.miners, who had come to town. Their freaks and 
fancies are beyond description ludicrous. Nothing is 
too good — ^what do I say ? — ^nothing is good enough 
for them ! The costliest spirits, wines, and liqueurs ; 
the best of everything in the shape of food ; and as 
for dress, especially among the women kind, the excess 
is wonderful and laughable. Silks, satins, and laces, 
^the most beautiful and costly shawls, and other precious 
stuffs, are seen upon the coarsest forms, and associated 
with the strangest companions, in the shape of shoes, 
stockings, and other vestments; sometimes even an 
absence of them may be observed, though a shawl of 
princely cost may be observed on the lady's shoulders ! 
Many of the shopkeepers have made large sums by 
asking exorbitant prices for common but gaudy 
articles, which they have had in store; and as gay 
colours and a high price are the test of worth, the price 
ia immediately paid, and the^ worthless trash is ad- 
mired, worn, thrown by, and more bought. 

Strange stories are told of the yagaries of the men ; 
and I have been assured that several of them have 
eaten the bank notes which have been given them in 
payment for gold, the notes having been asked for for 
that purpose, I myself have seen them sitting '^ toss- 
ing" with each other for nuggets, or playing ^* blind 
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hookey/' ''all ibiirs/' or ev^ when cards where not 
procnraUe; ''odd or evtnJ " for their pieces of gold, 
the weight being gueesed at nearly enough for their 
purpose. 

The price of almost eTerything is^ in consequence 
of these causes, extreme ^ disad for many articles axiy 
price almost could be obtained. I have, on several 
occasions; been offi^:«d nuggets to the weight of eight 
or ten ounces for one of my pistols ; and a man at the 
Creek o£Eered me his day's earmngs, worth about 602., 
£)r my double-barrelkd gun. Beauty^ also, had sever 
xal admirers ; and finding I would not sell him^ one 
of the diggero attempted to steal him, much to mj 
dog's disgust, and his own too ^ for Beauty's teeth 
met in his wrist; and would have stopped there, had 
not I run out; on hearing the uproar, and released the 
unfortunate culprit. This affiur enhanced Master 
Beauty's value amazingly, butit also produced respect ; 
and I had no further attempts upon any of my poa- 
sessions; animate or inanimate. 

After sqouming a few days in town, we started 
back &r Forest Greek, to again try our fortune in the 
golden lottery. This time we did not take so great 
a variety of tools and stores; but, made wise by ex* 
perience, selected only those we actually wanted. 
We had picked up a tent cheap; and; as before^ rode, 
the dray carrying our traps. Carriage; however; was 
very high; and we had to pay 7Ss. per hundredweight. 
As, however; we knew that the driver was trustworthy, 

K 
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ve did not mind the expense ; and fis^ of course^ he 
'Would be longer on the road than oursekes^ we allowed 
him to start a day before we did. Pushing on over the 
well-known roads^ we stopped at one of the inns I men- 
tioned before; not feeling altogether inclined to stop at 
the Greek until the drays arrived^ so waited until we 
could arrive together. 

After a brief space spent in a cruize for recon- 
noitring purposes; we pitched our tent; and; as before^ 
Commenced our operations. It seemed this time; how- 
ever; that luck was dead against us. Morning; noon^ 
and night; found us slaving at our posts, but the find 
was extremely small ; the more especially as many of 
those at little distances were reaping immense sums. 
One party in particular, who had come over from 
Sydney, procuring, in about ten dayS; fix>m two pit«, 
no less thaii about ninety-three pounds of gold; princi- 
pally in nuggets ; and so abundantly was the search in 
general rewarded, that; on an average; a ton of the 
metal went down by each escort to Melbourne. 

We changed and changed again; but were still 
comparatively unlucky. I say comparatively; as, 
though we were obtaining an average of two ounces 
each per diem; this was thought nothing of; the diggers 
being seldom contented with less than from 601. to 70L 
a week ; and even this average; great as it is, is con- 
stantly and greatly exceeded, from 500Z. to 1,OOOZ. 
being a frequent week's work, and, in some instances, 
even a day's work ! 
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Wd went back at last to old Golden Point, trying 
over again round our former haunts ; and washing a 
considerable quantity of refuse, which had not been 
deemed worthy of attention : we thus obtained a con- 
siderable quantity of dust, and, by digging, we had 
added a considerable stock of lumps to the general 
store. 

After nearly three months, it was resolved to strike 
work, and proceed home again, in order to make 
arrangements for a scheme we had been lately talking 
about. We disposed of the greater part of our traps, 
retaining one tent, which we knew we should need^ 
and then down along home was the cry. Home we 
arrived safely, and at once proceeded to sell our stock 
of gold, which, when as before divided among us 
(all expenses being paid), gave us each 9132., which, 
considering the heavy expenses of horse-keepmg, and 
of ou. 0^ proper expen^was a veiy goid ^um 
for our labour, though very much within what we had 
hoped, and, indeed, had a right to expect, from the 
tesults of other diggers' adventures. 

We now set seriously to work about our scheme, 

and, as a preliminary, M married the younger 

daughter of our companion, the elder one being united 
to her fianc6 at the same time. It was then agreed 
that M and his wife should proceed to the dig- 
gings, with authority to purchase gold on our ac<» 
count; the old man is to dispose of it in Melbourne; 
and H , M , and myself are to form the 
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medium of coiiTeyanae.. We cakulste that we have 
a capital of 16^0002. among us-^that we can purchase 
gold at Mount Akzaader^ oe Ballairat (to either of 
which places we shall go^^accozding to idie gold price 
quotations) at about 55«. to* 67^. 6d, per ounce for 
cash, and tha;t we can. sell it in Melhonme for from 
655. to 705. per ounce cash; our profit being, at the 
vezj least, 13L to ItU. per cent^, whilst they were 
more Hkety tc> reach 182. to 20?. per cent., and this, 
too, BOt per annum, but per weak. As a reasonable 
eahsulation, wa consider we shall be able to pay every 
expense that may accrue— licenses^ housekeeping, 
horsekeeping, travelling. See. — and still lay by lOOZ. 
per cent, per aanuisK I shall, however,, soon be able 
to tell you; mcffe about it, that is if I do not aee 
your faces here before that to tell you verbally. 

If you come out^ bring coiofid money, sovereigns 
in preference; biUs and bank notes have to be dis- 
counted, the former at veiy heavy rates — ^fifteen and 
twenty per cent»> being not unusual. 

There are endeavours being made to obtain the 
establishment of a BHUt (or mkits^ if pos^ble), for 
the purpose of coiaing our gold, and thereby avoiding 
the enormous tax which we pay to the mother country 
in the shape of ir^ht and difference of price; 
the excitement oa the subject is very great, and the 
democratieal party skilfully take advantage of these 
times of excitement to inculcate and spread abroad 
their peculiar notions. There is no doubt that the 
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statesmen at home know just as much of our wants 
and wisheS; as they do of the man in the moon ; and 
the governors whom they appoint are just as fit to be 
our rulers as £jng Stork or King Log in the fable. 
The whole system, both of franchise and represen- 
tation^ is founded in error^ and the consequences can- 
not fail to partake of the nature of the source ; and; 
in the way things are now going on, I feel perfectly 
sure that ere long the feelings of doubt and exaspera- 
tion which have taken possession of the people, and 
which, as I have told you, are fanned and kept alive 
by demagogues, will burst forth against the Govern- 
ment; and anarchy will, I fear, be the result. A little 
consideration, a very slight exertion of common sense, 
would avert this, and conciliate the great mass of 
the Australian settlers; but no! the government 
measures are in the hands of a clique who will in- 
volve the social edifice in a blaze, which will surely ruin 
them and theirs ; and, alas ! the innocent will suffer as 
well as the guilty. Even now there is time for the Im-' 
perial Parliament to save these colonies from the mad 

m 

mismanagement of the colonial placemeny but this 
opportunity neglected, another is not likely to be 
found. 



THE END. 
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The foregoing ivprk shows the condition of the Victozia gold 
Aelds up to August 1852, Since that period much information 
of a useful character to the intending emigrant has accrued 
from various local sources, and from these Uie annexed parti- 
culars are selected with a view of giving the English reader a 
faithful insight into the difficulties he will have to encounter on 
arriyal in the colony, as well as into the advantages which lie 
before him. With this as his guide, as accurate a Imowledge 
of what the gold seeker may expect to find in addition to the 
precious metal, will he imparted, as it is possible to obtain with- 
out actual experience. 



A FIELD FOR IMMIGRATION. 

To men, able and willing to earn an honest living by the 
sweat of their brow, we need do little more than point to the 
elaborate details furnished from time to time, of the astonishing 
richness of the countiy, to enable them to form their own opi- 
nion as to the propriety of venturing to come amongst us. For 
their further guidance, we annex a few of the current rates of 
wages of working men, premising that when the term " rations" 
is mentioned, it means about ten pounds of beef or mutton, ten 
pounds of flour, a quarter of a pound of tea, and two pounds oC 
sugar, weekly :— 
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Married couples (without family), per annum 

with rations £60 to 60 

Married couples (with family) 55 „ 60 

Shepherds, with rations, per annum 32 „ 35 

Hutkeepers, per annum • . . • • 30 „ 32 

Generalusefulservants, with rations, per ann. 40 „ 50 

Bullock drivers, with rations, per annum 50 

Bullock drivers for the roads 32. to 42. per wk. 

Gardeners, per annum*. **.••••••«.»•••« •• 40 „ 50 

Cooks, 12. to 12. lOs, per week, per annum . . 50 „ 60 

Bush carpenters, with rations 50 „ 60 

Stock-keepers ....r«....»» 50 „ 55 

Grooms 50 „ 60 

Oaarp«ntM*a, pevaimiiitt ...•..• ..• .. 09 

BladbsmhhSyper aanuai ••..• • • (K> „ TO 

General farm nearftmts^ weeUy, IL to 11. 6t. 
Compositors, It. 9ir. per tbousand. 
Pvessmett, 41. per ireek* 
Shearers, 07. per week,, and rationBL 
Seftmen, tbt IrfmdoB, d€K. for the ran hcme^ 

or ion* p«r u(Hith. Coastiiig, A2. to 82. for 

the ran, or 7?. to 82. pat xaocith« 
GlMrpoBffefFS, 8:Ioimqm6Mi% MtdkaEidlKis, tsOmf 

employed in the towns are receiving, •mHik'- 

out rations, from IBs. to 20t. per day. 

Femak Serwmts.. 

Thorough servants, per annum •»•«*«>«.«... J620 to 2{^ 

Housemaids^ ditto ••«<.•.••«•• «»»•• 20 ,» 25 

Lftoxidresses, ditto *»••«»•«.»«»•»..• a«»««. 22. ^ 2J^ 

Kursemaid£(, ditto- «••«.* ««..«.«••• ^* 15 ^ 20 

Cooks, ditto «....«..«.«.^. .««..« 26 „ 34 

Nursery govemesset or neodkvQznes. ..«««• 25 » 30 

What the colony i? in the most trrgeEit need o^ however, 13 
female servants of an eligible ehanioter, and iftis want m tha 
source of great annoyance m most Ikunilies now resideDt hoe* 
The voluntary immigration to a gold country is afttaraBy Gom* 
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posed of a Teiy large proportion of males. Men have flocked 
here by tens of thousands, accompanied by bnt a very small 
oomparatiye nnmber of women and children, and as the first 
thought of a sticcessfnl digger is generally to get married and 
provide himself a home, the small proportion of women amongst 
us is soon removed from the sphere of domestic service. Al- 
though, doubtless, many rash and foolish matches are made, 
it is to be hoped that the minority may turn out well ; and, 
meanthne, the splendour of a digger's wedding is something 
rather starting to ordinary people. Young Irish orphan girls, 
who scarcely knew the luxury of a shoe till they landed here, 
lavish money in white satin for their bridal dresses, at ten or 
twelve shillings a yard, and disdainfully decline the purchase of 
a shawl, because the poor shopkeepers do not happen to have 
got the article worth not less than ten guineas each. 

Meantime the ladies of the colony have frequently to do their 
own work, from the Impossibility of getting servants, or perhap? 
s&Bi worse, have to submit to the annoyance of combined sauci- 
ness and incompetency. This is in reality one of the principal 
amioyazioes of the colony, and one which is driving many re- 
spectable ftmiiies away &om it. How far it may suit the views 
of the young women of the working classes of Great Britain tcx 
endeavour to alleviate this distress, ezposong themselves thereby 
to the very serious danger of having some day to dash down 
OHr main streets irader a perfect doud of white &vours, as the 
aewly-gained property of some lucky miner firom " the Movnt," 
we leave the aimable creatures to settle for themselves. Ko 
ooimtry can be permanently prosperous or happy without a 
due a4ju8tment of the sexes; and upfm patriotic principles 
alone, some of them will surely endeavour to come amongst us, 
even in defiance of ^e fiightM danger we have alluded to. 

A great drawback, next to the difficulty of obtaining sa*vants, 
consists at present in the extreme scarcity of house accommo- 
dation, and its natural consequence, an extravagant rate of 
rentid. Houses ore in fact ahnost unattainable ; and building 
materials and labour are so high, that there is no hope of the 
aoeommodation keeping any pace with the present aastoniahing 
rate cff immignKtion. Two>ioomed houses, even in narrov 
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dirty lanes, let readily at 14«. or 16«. per week ; in front situa- 
tions, from 20s. to 25«. ; three-roomed cottages fetch almodt 30«, 
to 40«. ; four-roomed houses are worth 150Z. to 2002. per annum; 
those still larger, £rom dOOZ. upwards, and so forth. Good shops 
and stores are worth almost anything that the owners like to 
ask for them ; and the very high rates we have quoted seem 
likely to advance still further. As we see no immediate pro« 
spect of things improving in this respect, all persons who can 
afford to make such an arrangement should provide themselves, 
if possible, with wooden or iron houses, to put up on their- 
arrivaL 

Intending immigrants of all classes will do well to bear all 
this in mind, that they may come prepared to submit patiently 
to the evils attendant upon the discovery of our gold fields » 
We now annex for their further information, a list of the pre- 
sent prices for a few of the principal articles of general con- 
sumption. 

The rates we give are not those ordinarily figiuring in com- 
mercial prices, but just the prices they would have to pay if 
going the usual round of shopping for the ordinary supply of 
their households. The 4 lb. loaf is 1«. 4d. ; beef and mutton 
are 4d, per lb. ; veal, Sd» ; pork. If. ; butter is about Us, 6d, ; 
cheese, 2t.; eggs, 5«, per dozen; tea, 1«. Qd. to 2«. per lb,; 
coffee, Is, 4d. ; sugar, 3d. to 4d. ; loaf sugar, 7d, ; ham and 
bacon, 2«, ; candles, Sd, ; soap, 4<i. to 6d, ; milk, 1«. to 1«, 6el« 
per quart; potatoes, 12«. per cwt. ; coals, 61, per ton; firewood, 
4:1, for a load that four bullocks will draw through bad roads ; 
water, 0«. per load of about two hogsheads ; hay, 14/, to ISl, per 
ton; and oats, 9s, to lOt. per bushel. Strangers will see, there* 
fore, that they have rather a formidable list of prices to en- 
counter, and they should weigh well their chance of an income 
to meet all this, before deciding to come amongst us. 

There is one class especially which we would strongly urge to 
be cautious what they do. 'It is the very large class of clerk» 
and shopmen, &c., with which all civilized countries seem 
strangely deluged. With this description of labour this market 
is constantly largely overstocked ; and eager as is the demand 
i6r most kinds of labour, it is quite distressing to notice the 
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number of worthy young men, incapable of severe mannal 
labour, who, with delicate health, and probably still more deli- 
cate purses, swarm our towns in search of employment, exposed 
to veiy heavy expenses which they can earn nothing to meet, 
and gradually sinking into poverty, and too often into dissi- 
pated habits, till they vanish somewhere, and make way for the 
conatantly recurring supply. Such men have rarely been suc^ 
cessful at the diggings ; the demand for their labour in their 
accustomed pursuits is very limited in proportion to iheir 
numbers, and we distinctly warn them that in rashly throwing 
up good situations at home, and trying their luck here, they are 
guilty of an act that is little better than sheer insanity. 



THE PERMANENCE OF THE GOLD FIELDS, 

On this subject various opinions are entertained; soma 
people boldly asserting that the very existence of these mines 
will be a matter of history in two or three years ; and others, 
with equal confidence, pronouncing them inexhaustible. Our 
own impressions, formed upon a tolerably attentive study of the 
subject, and confirmed by constant intercourse with intelligent 
men of all classes who have visited or worked at the mines, are 
decidedly in favour of their continuance, and of their very 
considerable further development. The whole history of gold 
discovery in Australia seems to point to the almost unlimited 
^Ltent of the gold fields of the continent, and in spite of all the 
activity engendered by the desirable nature of the object sought 
for, it seems unlikely that we have discovered as yet all the gold 
mines, or even the richest lands which the whole continent con* 
tains. Science has done little or nothing for us. Our processes 
in obtaining gold are of the rudest nature. The search is cha« 
racterized almost solely by what the sailors well call '* sheer 
strength and stupidity." From the very extended difitision of 
gold throughout the country, it seems unlikely that the field 
will be exhausted within any reasonable time. 

Events, we conceive, have shown that a vast belt of highly^ 
auriferous land extends across the continent from our own fields 
to those of Bathurst and its neighbourhood, and from thence to 
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the hmls of the Hunter, and the back of Moreton Bay,— a belt 
of land of handredfl of nnles in length, and of tmknoTrn width* 
This ec^ooy, in particnlar, seems to icontaxn gold in eveiy 
direotion. It has been found at the PTienees, at the Wardy 
Tailoek, at BaQarat, at the Clnnee, at Motint Alexander, and 
Beodigo ; at Anderson's Creek, sixteen miles flrom Melbonmey 
near Wangaratta, on tlie Orens, at Mitta Mitta on the Mtoray; 
it has been found even in the streets of Melboome itself. 

Even while these lines are being written, news has arrived 
fh)m Addaide, announcing Hiat an available gold field has been 
found within eighteen nules of that city. It is not, indeed, 
likely to prove eqnal to Mount Alexander, but it appears, upon 
competent authority, to be at all events remunerative. 

Even supposing, then, that the days of rapid fortunes should 
pass by, and that, by some singular coincidence, ignorant men, 
in a hurried aad desultoiy seardi, have etumbled upon all the 
large ** nnggjets," by which so many of tham have been taised tft 
comiietenoe in a dafy, we holdtiiat there are suffidoit indioations 
of the almost muTeraal diffoskm of gold in this coimtiy, t9 
juaHQr a belief that an ample ratam will be attainable for yea» 
to oome, by any man capable of hard work, and willing to exetC 
hixBsdtf with indatiy and steadiAeBs. 



OUR OTH£B KXPOBTS. 

Next upon the list of matters interesting to people at honey 
we pmume that wa may plaee the article of wooL Beoeat ad- 
inoeB htt^e aj^iiaed xa how large a preportton our prodndtioo 
in that way bears to the gMatqvaalily of wool now absolxrte^ 
jHj qu if B d for the oonannptioD of Great Britain ; and of the 
amdetj betrayed by the mansfaotunarB as to any delay in the 
airival, or falliz^ off in the quantity of an artiele, in theregv- 
lar aapply of which they aae so immediately intareeted. 

Ife are unable to supply details so anthentie upon thw, which 
was so lately our principal artiele of export^ as we have done 
with ngard to its new and f onnidalde rival. As to the last oSp, 
Itie peoide interested will be able ere -tlSi to form their ews 
episioo. The next dip, the note of prepara(a<m for which is 
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even now sounding, is a matter of far more importance ; and as 
to*' its actual fate, ijt would perhaps be hazardous to Teature a 
distinet assertion. With wages at a Tsiy high rate, and the 
gold-fields, as well as all other employments^ highlj remunera- 
tiye, the probability of all the flocks of the colony being pro- 
perly shorn, and the fleeoe duly conveyed to market, is a matter 
upon which opinions di£Bar. Our own belief is, that the shear- 
ing will be effected without much nniwwftl dela^r or inoonYeni- 
ence. High wages wiU have to be given, probably; bntwilii 
that drawback, most male labour is attainable, even despite the 
exaggerated prosperity of the colony. There is a large class of 
men here, who faayo been so accustomed to look for a little em- 
ployment in shearing at its particular season, that it has become 
a sort of second nature with them: — ^and between them and the 
squatters, anxious to get their sheep shorn at aU hazards, there 
is little fear but that an arrangement will be made. The rate 
of wages will probably be high, but we fear that we do not over- 
estimate the usual selfishness of trade, in believing that the 
English manufacturers will not take the heavy charges of the 
squatters vei^y seriously to heart, provided only they evoitualJiy 
get the wooL 

The carriage of this important article to market, particularity 
from the more distant stations, is a matter of more serious 
doubt. The rate of cartage of stores to the diggings, a distance 
of less than eighty mile% has lately averaged as high as 150Z. 
pet ton. English manofaoturers can calculate for themselves 
how far wool at fourteen or fifteen pence a pound, can afford 
auch a rate for transmission as this, if multiplied by the much 
greater distance of many of our grazing districts ! It will be 
some consolation for them to learn, then, that this extravagant 
rate has arisen from the absolute necessity for the transmission 
of stores for the actual subsistence of men well able to pay high 
prices for them ; and also from the terrible condition of the 
roads, never properly made, constantly wet from a severe winter, 
and cut up by an incessant traffic. As the season advances, the 
roads will mend, and the rate of carriage will eventually decline; 
and, in a matter in which our settlers are so seriously and per- 
sonally interested as that of the conveyance of wool to the 
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market, we feel every assurance that, somehow or other, all diffi- 
culties will be overcome, and that the cHp will be eventaa3l3r 
^pped^Dot perhf^ps with perfect promptitude, or in the vei^ 
highest condition — ^but the great bulk of it will be shipped, at 
last. 

The effect of the gold discoveries of Australia upon the future 
production of wool is a matter of very serious consideration. 
The country is capable of producing a far larger quantity, if the 
land were divided and managed in a more intelligent and effi- 
cient manner. But there is little doubt that wages will rule high 
upon the average. They may reach a rate which the settler^ 
cannot very well afford to pay. We do not think this likely, 
because in all large collections of men, great numbers are foimd 
who prefer an easy life with smaller remuneration, to severe 
labour wall paid ; and we think that a sufficient number of such 
men will be included in the very extensive immigration now set- 
ting in upon our shores, to supply a competent number of shep- 
herds and hutkeepers for our settlers. But the very extensive 
desertion of these pursuits for the more profitable employment 
at the mines is even already producing a very serious effect iH 
the propagation of disease — ^the scab now spreading with great 
rapidity in many districts, and its virulence being sadly aided by 
the necessity of running the sheep in very large flocks, and not 
paying proper attention to their folding grounds. 

Another most important consideration is suggesting itself in 
Reference to this subject, in the probable effect upon the wool of 
our sheep by the almost certainly increased value of the car- 
cass. With population pouring in with unexampled rapid- 
ity, the question arises as to the capacity of our present stock 
of sheep and cattle being long able to supply the wants of 
the community for food ; and any possible prospect of scarcity 
in that way must so materially affect the price of meat, that it 
is quite within the bounds of possibility that the day may come 
when the value of the carcass may bear such a proportion to 
that of the fleece, that the latter may be nearly altogether 
neglected. 

We may perhaps be allowed to hint at one very obvious mode 
of assisting the settlers to overcome their present and ftiture 
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difficulties. An increase in the price of wool of sixpence, eight- 
pence, or a shilling a pound, would enable them to do wonders 
in meeting a high rate of wages ; and the hard-headed and in- 
telligent manufacturers of England will do well to consider this 
Tiew of the subject, and to make up their minds, if the Austra^ 
lian wool is in reality of importance to them, that a few extra 
pence per pound will be very far from, thrown away. 

Two things lend particular importance to the present subject, 
and they are well worthy the attention of those interested in the 
continued supply of Australian wool. One is the absurd and 
barbarous system of the present occupation of the Crown lands, 
which, amounting almost to a monopoly in favour of a few hun- 
dred squatters, produces the certain effects of all monopolies, 
waste and mismanagement, the sacrifice of the interests of a 
community to the benefit of a class, and the interruption of the 
natural progress of a country, capable, possibly, of being 
eventually made all that England herself is. The other evil is 
presented in the feeling of irritation excited in the minds of the 
rest of the community by the unreasonable nature of the de- 
mands of those gentlemen, in reference to their claims to the 
exclusive possession of the lands, and the unscrupulous means 
adopted for the accomplishment of -their object. If measures 
be not taken to relieve them from their present position of an- 
tagonism to the great bulk of the people, we fear the result will 
be that, instead of being assisted in their pursuits, it will be- 
come a sort of religion upon the part of the colonists so to 
hamper and oppose them, as eventually to do away with them as 
mere nuisances, whose obstructiveness and want of adaptation 
to the altered condition of the times, render their very existence 
incompatible with the welfare of the colony. 

Of the minor articles of export we have little to say. The 
increased value of stock for slaughter will almost entirely do 
away with the boiling-down system, and the further export of 
tallow will most probably be veiy trifling indeed. As for hides 
and horns, and bark and bones, &c. — ^if our mercantile friends 
at home expect much attention to be paid to "such small deer," 
by a people standing up to their ankles in gold, we think that 
they will be likely to find themselves grievously disappointed. 
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THE CROP. 

The great drain upon the labour market, and the profitable 
nse of working cattle in conyeying stores to the diggings, hare 
prevented very much of the land in this colony from being put 
nnder crop. And again, the extravagant rates of fodder ^hay 
being frequently higher in price than brown sugar — ^have caused 
attention to these articles, to the prejudice of the growth of 
wheat As the only other great granaries of these seas, Van 
Biemen's Land and South Australia, have also parted with a 
"tast mass of their labouring population, we fear that the 
quantity of bread-stuffs which they will be able to supply will 
fall very far short of our absolute wants. The Sydney district, 
even in favourable seasons, cannot supply itself, and therefore 
we believe that very large importations of flour will be requisite. 
A few desultory speculations of the Americans to Sydney have 
turned out rather unfavourably, which may indispose even the 
enterprising Yankees to further ventures ; but we hold a strong 
opinion, that we shall be willing purchasers of this great article 
of food, occasionally at very profitable rates indeed. 



OUR SOCIAL CONDITION. 

Deeply interested as we are in the weUSaze of the colony, and 
naturally tenacioQS of its charaeter, it is with the most sincere 
sorrow that we confess that its larescnt condition, in a social 
point of view, is almost as bad as it well can be. 

Apart from the natural e£GBeis of a rich gold-countcy, in draw- 
ing together a population of at least a very adoentvroui cha* 
nhcter, our near neighbourhood to the idaad into which Great 
Britain so recklessly persists in pouring the criminals from her 
erowded jails, has very seriously affected the compositioea of our 
eommunity. ErtHn this source many thousands of the greatest 
wretches alive have reached our shores, and the tone thereby- 
imparted to our society is one which every good citizen must 
deplore. Added to this, a negligent, feeble, and incompetent 
Goranmieiit has, by its laxity its parsimony, and its absolute 
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imbedlitj, so complicated and fomented the evils arotind ns, 
that the social constitution of the colony is in the most wretched 
condition. Crimes of the most fearful character and degree 
abound on all sides; the roads swarm with bushrangers; the 
streets with burglars and desperadoes of every kind. In broad 
daylight, and in our most public streets, men have been knocked 
down, ill-used, and robbed ; and shops have been invaded by 
armed ruffians, who have ^ stuck up *' the inmates, and rifled the 
premises, even situated in crowded thoroughfares. [At night, 
men dare not walk the streets, and. thieves appear to be so thick 
upon the ground, and to be so unceasing in their operations^ 
that we feel certain they must often rob each other. Murders 
of the most £dghtful character have become so numerous that 
thej scarcely excite attention for a day, and such is the ineffici< 
ency of our police system, that scarcely since the foundation of 
the colony has any one perpetrator of premeditated murder been 
brought to justice. The police are cowed, or leagued with the 
actors in the outrages ; witnesses and prosecutors are bribed, 
or intimidated from appearing ; the administration of the law 
is fast sinking into contempt ; case after case is so confused 
with peijuiy and cross-swearing, that the facts are entirely 
hidden; jurors are so scared with the condition of things 
around, that they are only too eager to return unfavourable 
verdicts, but this disposition is so complicated by the gross in- 
capacity of one at least of the principal law officers of the 
Crown, that the results are most disastrous. It is a shocking 
thing to say it, but we really believe that in many of the cases 
abjudicated upon in our criminal courts, what with peijury, the. 
absence of witnesses, the fears of panic-stricken jurors, and the 
blunders of those who conduct the prosecutions, no more sub- 
stantial justice is administered than would be the fact if cases 
were left to the chance decision of a " toss up." We have all 
the evils of Lynch law without its vigour and its promptitude ; 
and a very considerable portion of the community makes no 
ceremony of advocating the introduction of that barbarous and 
sanguinary practice. 

This is doubtless a painful picture. It is, alas ! too true a 
one : we wish that we could soften its tints, or colour it a little 
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more Yna^^b^^ JkA ve haoM sham tiw aAraatafn ciC iSm 
colony; we eaaiuyt honest svpprewito opA. W« viito to ink 
/•m, not to mulemit; and ufaaterer tbe npwtctf the eateffy 
our dnisf at pteeeat s mxagS^ ta dnnibe it 



Tfte coBnnencenieitt of stesnt coiiiiniiiBceD0ii'-*4fae 6v€9tt w 
ansioasly looked tothy the eolonies ar so wStfanUsgeaos to frafOi 
tfonati JB» -^ hay not heen verj MVpieioas. "Fvre ttteauieift 
hs?e anired tip t& iSbe jjieaent time, and none of then 
haive adiie<rod ft pmrm^ nnMh 'anperior to that of masrf 
aaffiDg veaaeUL Tk6 AfutraMan md the Syine^ were the 
worst eases : judging' fttnn ^ese speeiniens, we are not £s- 
iposed to angnr mneh for the Aag tr aKaa Steam navigation 
Cnnpany'ff enterprise. The ChaMom and the Jformeta wero 
hett^, hot not e^nal to what we shovid expect from the spies* 
did fieet under tite eentrol of the Penmanlar and Oriental 
Steam NaTigalian Gempany. The Qnat Britain made m 
p a e o age of exght^^-three da^s ; hot proM>]^ die wocdd hamt 
cSataneed ail her zivids hf seme days had it not heen for a 
mistafte about Hhe coais. We hope rearj soon to witness ther 
reselte t«>he attained by the Panama nmte; hot meantime we* 
heg to xH^piesB npon the proptietorB of steamos to AvBtn£% 
that tlhey nmy jnt as weB aend out sailhig-^esseis if tker 
flteamefs cansof make paEwages of ahoufe siztiy to seTsntgr dflrja* 
The preloikged peasage of the Sfdnef^ ms m positive eifl of 
great magnitiide ; il detaaed the maifo seedEleaaiy, t iopfmie ^ 
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Xn ccmseefion with thu snlject, we may mentioB that aa 
xmmenae inceeaae ia intercolonial tmffio haa eansed a ooxxe- 
spondiog rise in the value of steam-vessela lor the trade. ▲ 
i|tri]dng instance recently oceoned. The CZorenee, a nmSl 
f teMner,' hmtt in England for the AastxaHan ealoiuea> was aoid. 
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fyp Sfl^^MME. ; niA lisr tot eost; iaehidia^ iSie ezp«ne of 
MngiHg ]Mr ont^ wai tiksmt 18,0002. Slie » the property of 
ft • oin fi my m Mmt DisBMB'v Land, sid runs betvreea this 
fovt HMt LwuMitu g. ^iHi < fliwi' ioitJBHm was tile Ktent; s&e 
QOBt alwiife t3;Oft0i: m Snglftiidi not moHy montlMP BEMOy adA 
was aoUt tbe oltez da^c te 10,aOO{. These lasts speal: ftr 
tiiemnives sb tt^ the p wAts miMky i^en tiie €spsrfeatiDi» of 
steanien^ aad t&s rate el TOBumeratBoa at wMi^ iflley esBtt te 



Tbe fiimnaal' prosperity of l^e colony is evidenced By t&e 
Hiet tiattire reremte fbr tbe past September quarter amoasted 
to 462,3402. Iv. hd,y while in the corresponding qoarter of ^e 
previous year it was only 69;l94r. 6f. 1& Land was sold during 
fte quarter to the vtdue of 907,7947; 4«. I0e2. The gold licenses 
gelded r09,79W. 10^. 4<f., besides 10,8972. 4*. lid. for escort 
ibes. The Customed duties alone realized 55,3782. 8«. 10<{, 
' On tiie other hand tibe pubHc expenditure has enonnous^ 
increased. The estimates for next year have just been'^Iaid 
Before the LegislatXTe CounciL The ways and means are set 
A9wn at 1,733,6002., the expencBtore at 1,749,0422. Of tSus 
latter sum not less than 412,7157. is for the police estaUiib* 
Itaents ; 94,4492. ibr penal establishments ; the administration 
<if justice, 42,2802. ; military, 67,489f. : maMng a total of 
ffi6,993iL to be spent in protectmg^ lifis and property, and re-^ 
^ressinif crime; That such a sum should be deemed necee- 
sory for t&» purpose in so Cmited a community, is sufficient^ 
significiBXt Off the blessings to be reaped from cfose proximz^ 
to apenaJfciDlaiiy. 



THE TIELB OJ* WOOL. 

An reoent advices agree is showing the eztseaie aniialit 
tlMt is felt atmoujg the wooHearmanufactmeis of Gnat Brilifci 
nHh respeat te th* probabla effiwt of iSk» gold Maemmf x^m 
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our yield of wool. We are happy, therefore, to he ahle to 
report so far fayonrahly of the matter as to state that the 
shearing is proceeding mth its usual regularity — that the 
settlers find no difficulty in securing the services of an ade- 
quate numher of men, hoth for washing and removing the 
fleece — and that there is. every reasonable probability of the 
wool being conveyed to the ports for shipment without any very 
ruinous expense or any very serious delay. The rate of wages 
for washing, shearing, &c., is, of course, higher than, usual; 
but, as stated in a previous English summary, there has 
grown up throughout these colonies a large class of men who 
have become so accustomed to take the shearing, reaping, &c.f 
at the proper seasons, that the labour-market must reach a 
veiy peculiar condition indeed before either the wool or the 
cereal crops are likely to go ungathered altogether. 

While upon this subject, however, we must remark briefly 
upon the fact of the last intelligence from the wool-markets of 
Great Britam being of a very unsatisfactory nature as regards 
the prices realized, the rates for most descriptions of wool 
ruling some pence per pound lower than previous quotations. 
It must be obvious to all that this affords but very poor en- 
couragement to Australian settlers to meet a high rat« of 
wages, the difficulties of contending with disease, and of getting 
up and forwarding their wool in first-rate style. We have 
before warned those interested in this important trade, and we 
now warn them again most emphatically, that there is a pro- 
cess going on which has a most marked tendency to lead to 
the deterioration of our beautiful Australian wools. The 
rapid influx of population, aU immediately becoming large 
consumers of animal ^food, and able to pay handsomely for it, 
must, at no distant date, lead to such a predominance of the 
value of the carcass, in proportion to that of the fleece, as to 
cause the latter to be comparatively neglected. 
^^ If, then, the |British manufacturer really values the fine 
wools of this contiiient, it will be necessary that he should show 
his appreciation of them by affording the only legitimate en- 
couragement in his powef. If he pays such a price as will 
still keep the fleece to its proper relative position to the carcass. 
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the filling up of the country will increase onr export of wool 
Tdthont much deteriorating either its quality or condition. 
But if he allows the price to sink again and again, till it 
becomes scarcely worth consideration in these golden times, 
it must be evident to all that *the sheep will be reared ahnost 
solely with a view to a supply of food, the fine wools of Austra- 
lia will become as matter of Mstory, and Great Britain will have 
to seek in other connlzies a supply of raw material for one of 
her principal maniifiactures. 



GEOLOGY OF THE VICTORIA GOLD FIELDS. 

EXTBACT FBOU A DESPATCH FBOM UEUT.-GOVEBNOB LATBOBE. 

I present the following report for the information of her 
Hi^esty's Government. 

In the case of the workings at Anderson's Creek, sixteen 
miles from Melbourne, though the ground was placed at the 
dose of August under the direct supervision of the Crown 
Commissioner of the county of Bourke, and no person allowed 
to continue the search for gold without permission, it was 
evident that the constant rains and floods interposed such 
obstacles in the way of the work attempted to be carried on in 
the bed of a watercourse, as to render any steady gain out of 
the question ; and subsequent events, to be presently referxed 
to, have caused the abnost entire temporary abandonment of 
the ground. 

The workings at Clunes, ninety miles from Melbourne, on 
one of the head waters of the West Loddon river, were mord 
persevezingly carried on for a lime, during the latter part of 
August and beginning of September. The people congregated 
there were subjected to the occasional oversight of an officer of 
Government, and surveillance of a small detachment of the 
native police-force, with the fuU understanding that licenses 
joaust be taken out as soon as the proper officer was in a position 
to come upon the ground, and carry out the regulations. But 
before this could be done, they also were suddenly deserted 
not from any real unproductiveness, but from the discovery, 
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'nation a disUmoe of thirt^r sdSfis^ eii3u» new gold^idd, tD'>r)w& 
I now torn. 

ApexKMaalTiffit and inq^ectkn fif 4h« growid, fiemn -wiutt. 
I Mtnined a few da^ys ago, has been of gceat nee to me m foaoii- 
ang a jodgmantof HiA xeal state of tSbe caaa 

The ]ocaI% luiw JaaowB 1)7 the sane <tf ii» BaOhrafc ^- 
, »gs lies ahoBt six salfis m a flheot lue &dbi tlie semack- 
aUe yoleanie luH stiU kaowa by tite mrtm naabe of Bamn* 
yong, and to the west of WarreQeep^ aaotibiur emiiiaiiee of 
amukr origin, rising on the same ridge or water-shed. The 
geological formation of the conntiy would appear to be the 
ordiaaiy quartz ore, icozi, sandstone, and day alate, which is 
80 general throughout this colony. Golden Point, where the 
prindpal woridngs at Ballarat haye been opened, pres^its, 
aapetfiela^, no feature to «iigtfwgnifth it from any other of the 
numerous forested spurs which descend from thel)r6ken rang€B 
at 4he foot of the Idgher ridges, and which bound the ydley 
«f tfM Iieigffa on either cade. Tet al^ongh' it is now seen 
iStoA the gold ts to he found in one position or anothei^ m 
giti a toi ' or lass quantities, in the whole of the suirounding 
ooo irt iy, h&Qi on the ranges, or in l^e flats, or in &e water- 
eeiteaes, yarioos causes would seem to haye giyen this parti- 
edtar point a supeifi^al structure at least yeiy fistinct from 
>thec8 in its neighbourhood as £ear as they haye been examined, 
and have made it the depository of a far greater quantity of the 
pfooious metal, within a limited area, than has hitherto been 
discoyered. This particular structure, as far as it is now das- 
tiosed, woidd appear to be confined to the lower, and especially 
llie northern and nor&-east^ii portions of the extreme slopes 
and extremities of the spur. Boughly stated, a section of a 
wofidng shows, under the superfidal sdl : — 

1. Bed feirugittous earth and gravel. 

2. Streaked yellowish and red clay. 
9. Quarts gravels of moderate size. 

4. Large quartz pebbles and boulders ; masses of ironstone^ 
set in yezy compact clay, hard to woric 
1^. Blue and white clay. 
6. Pipe clay. 
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Mt^am irfBchTioae e£ £be moridagB iiamjM jel been •enne^ 
Xefc .ifclthoBgh moh mi^ 1» stlka geBeoA order «f Ifae «tnlay 
aafcing is mom wU i kiwg tkan the iivGgiilaiaitgrtiif the p«opor- 
tiflOLS in wfaioh tbef «re IowemI to be ^iatalmtod, the ^Brietjjr «£ 
iiMdJMrtion oii«erf»blB nittaA « linitod qwoe, or tibe imeqtiaL 
diifth at wincsb aaa^ gxma stMUm -aiy be fonsd to lie below 
the surface. In some workings the pipe-day may be reached 
at the depth of ten or twelve feet ; in others, not at thirty or 
upwards. In faet, there are harc&y two workings, however 
approximate, which funuahfliiuUAr seotions. Gold has been 
detected, I believe, in all the superior formations, even in the 
«gqBefficittI seal. But by iat the richer deposit is foimd m the 
VBiftll vesfis of blue 4skt^, whieb lxe«lmDst above the so^aiDed 
^ ^pipe-clay,* in widdi no trace of the ore has been diseoveted. 
ThB ore is, to «il appeanmee, qmte pore. It is f oand oeo*- 
mnally m roHed tft watorwom irregidar lumps, of Tarions 
Met, from a quarter or half an eouoe to one or two oimees in 
«n^bt) BometniieB inetnporsted wi& round pdi>ble8 of quarts, 
wMeh appean to liave formed its on^^fld matrix ; at otiher 
times, wi&out any adnuxtore whatever, in irregular rounded 
«r fitmooth pieces, and agidnin fdsed, itreguUir masses of pure 
ttetal of great beauty, wisighing, in some instances, seven car 
nne ooaoes. It is also found combined with quartz pebbles or 
^Tsrelcf various sazes, evidently umted to them while in a^fused 
state, and on the surface of the detached masses ef iron sand- 
irtoae, but in the greatest sfbundance in die days, tram vriiich it 
Is wwibed in the form of rounded or flattened grains, like sifted 
^{fsvel and sand of wried sizes. These wiH, hcfwevet^ be fire- 
iqwntly seen to be interspersed with larger pieces, eHiier pure 
<et combined with qaartz, as beSore desoibed* 

I hwm met with bo ifistaDces in this loeatily of the form 
commoDly called ** scale goM." The seams of 1b<e auriferous 
Une day, the general position of which I have described, vie 
iound to be most iiregulaar in their deposit, and seldom more 
tban fimr or five indies in thickness. They appear, disappear, 
flttd hntk ofiE^ and thin out, continttally. The dosest jaozimilgr 
to a liefa vein in an acyacent working can afford no certain as- 
fituraiice tliat the labour of the adventurer will be simHariy re- 
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warded* I may gire your lordship some idea of the value of ih» 
partial deposit, however, when hit npon, by stating that I wit- 
nessed, during my visit, the washing of two tin dishes of this 
clay, of about twenly inches in diameter, the yield of which waa 
no less than eight pounds' weight of pure gold ; and I have seen 
two or at most three cubic inches of the same yield four ouncea. 



MELBOURNE AS I SAW IT. 

BT A STDNEY VISITOR. 

On arriving at Williamstown, the first thing which attracts 
the eye is the immense amount of shipping anchored in the 
harbour, most of which, from the disorderod state of the rig« 
ging, you at once perceive have been laid up from some cause 
for a length of time ; and upon inquiry you are informed that 
many of the fine fleet before you have been there for nearly the 
past twelvemonth for want of hands. " All gone to the diggings, 
sir," said our informant. ^ See that saucy little bark there ; her 
captain gave the men leave to go four months ago» and now he 
has advertised for them to come back — ^but don't he wish he 
may get them! " Of vessels so circumstanced there cannot be 
fewer than from fifty to sixty, notwithstanding that the enorm- 
ous figure of from 60{. to v70Z. ia freely offered to seamen for 
the run home. 

The city itself, though well laid out, is in the most wretched 
condition as regards all sanitary regulations, and as regards 
what is of still more immediate consequence to its inhabitants 
— ^protection for life and property. The rains, which have not 
yet ceased for the season, continue to pour down in incessant 
torrents, covering all the flat and marshy ground around the 
city, and within it it is no exaggeration to say that the streets 
are like so many rivers of mud, and in many instances knee- 
deep. So deep and so dirty are the streets, that one out of 
every three pedestrians you meet in the course of the day, has 
his nether man encased in a pair of huge leather boots — bd 
other way of getting along with safety being available. The 
corporation of Sydney may be blamed, and perhaps jusUy^ in. 
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many instances, for neglect of duty ; bat those who so seyerely 
taka them to task, ought to come to Melbonme, the golden city, 
and take a lesson from the careless and inefficient manner in 
which the city council of that city performs its functions. Add 
to the filthy state of the streets just mentioned, the fact that 
Hiere is no gas in the town, nor is there the slightest attempt 
made to light it in any way, and that water for culinary puiposes 
is so dear as to become an article of luxury rather than of use, 
and you will be able to form some slight idea of the samtaiy 
condition of this beau ideal city. 

Before forming your opinion, however, there is yet another 
ingredient in its social condition to be considered, namely, that 
there is not household accommodation for one-third of its pre- 
sent occupants. I have seen instances of over-crowding in 
sleeping apartments since I came here, that were it to occur in 
any other country in the world would breed almost instant 
fever. It is no rare thing to see twenty stout and stalwart men 
each requiring as much air for the proper inflation of his lungs 
as an ox, stretched upon the floor of a close, confined, un- 
r>eniilated room, night after night, and for this precious accom< 
modation various prices are charged, from one-and-sizpenve to 
half-a-orown. When I saw this crowd, I could not help thinking 
that the Yankee plan on such an emergency would answer ad- 
mirably. It was to lay the first batch down on the floor tiH 
they got asleep, and then ** stand them up on end'* against the 
wall, and lay down another set, and so on, till the room might 
be as well packed as the Egyptian Necropolis. Nor in this re- 
spect are what may be termed respectable taverns much better. 
I know an instance where four men were sleeping in one room, 
in a respectable hotel, and were aU thrown into dirty sheets, 
handed on the first morning of their sojourn, dirty, nay, filthy 
towels ; and after the lapse of four days, I happened to meet 
with one of the party, and making inquiry as to whether there 
had been any reform in the toilet department, ** No," said he, 
*' the same nasty things are there yet. We asked for a change, 
but were told that if we did not like them we might change our 
quarters, and so we are just as before." Change their quarters, 
indeed ! well did Mr. Boniface know that that was imppssible. 
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Tha fJiiMyft te this ftf>mwim<Miirtaom i$ 2t* 4kL ftg wi^fiA pir 

wmaax • fia* 6lL Der fllBIl ffllT ft TBIlfirilhlfl o»*«a*i Cur A kB9fiAk£Hifc^ 

^B^ for A di]iBie^i& viuch beef tad mntton on made to nng the 
(bhansee altematelv: and 2a. 6A far teih— 4&d oEfau va oods ! sboIl 
mtea. CWifily is ao acavoe an artkle ia tiie marhft^tfaatitis 
^wiqiifttahlfl. Frisato ^^g««*c° aie stiU more diffifliiU. to be oib- 
^aiaad, aad tha^ too, at tiba modest figoie of dQ». |^ weekior 
.anfiranmodatifmi that £sir vonkl think of oflwing in jam aitsr. 
!Qie honscii in i^naeid ane bat haH finished, aad whan thay aae 
cnmmed fall, sometimes as many as iour fsTniHfls in % small 
hsKof aplaoe m^ sufficient to anfiommodat^ n foncth of the 
yaapla tbrast into it, yon mi^ coneeivehDwdisagreaaUy aitnated 
iha whole aae. I hw been in many plaoes, and have seen the 
«vflB-4iB0)*ded lodging -hoases in almost all the emigmting ports 
4tf43xieat Britain; but all that I have ever behald inthatviay 
fnUsahoitof atithaof what I have seensinoeloametoMel- 
hoBiae; and yet the «xy is still th^ cam% '^aoi in single files 
hot in battalions." 

This alazming state of things has at length aroused the at- 
ten&m of Crovexament, and cansed them to ndyeitise iar tendexs 
.fior tho oanstrocdon of wooden sheds for the xecep^on of ihe 
iTn«Anai» jaasses of amigrants eipected hexe an the eomae of 
the .spiring, bat whether th^ will find woriunea anoagh to 
iosego tha chances of gold-digging to constmct them is at 
.^eeiont problematic Another matter which the Legislature 
Coandl has taken ap to remedy the evils arising from this state 
of things, is the relaxation of the Act in refenence to the baild- 
ing of weatherboard hoases within the city. If this had beoi 
done at aa eadier date, mach hardship, miseiy. aadhaman 
aafferiag would have beea airested : for I oaa aasare yoa that 
with all the ontward prosperi:^, the flowing wealth, and the 
profase ezpenditaxe of money which goes oa here, there are 
jnaay, yezy maay cases of hapless aad aafiirtaaato destitatioa. 
lULany a persoa has come hwe with a high hearty a stoat arm, 
aad a light parse, and althoagh the demand for laboar is aband- 
ant, still, before he coald inxMsore that suitable to his capacity, 
jastaaces aot few aor rare have occaired whereia the lightness 
of his purse brought him to destitution in a place whese e?evy 



jHBHAjQcirBBates a^fUBtA oasmgJMTOiilighiljpixrniedfor, i& 
.apmamiigy pouit of viev, &ar BiM>i]dd they stop hen long, tiiigr 
:sfiU fiad thafeitis no «ic3i ea^y aiittBr to lire, or efven snbsist, 
iatkiaplaea. 

Xlne mezel eoaditiMi ^ the populalioii ib (I loeaA of Ae 
niniigfli) dq»l(nahi^ lov. Fxoeeed viiere yon niU, oaths, eze- 
OBBiioBSy mmL ^ebfifionity gsete ir yyi * your ear. SSveiir pa M iw- 
jhoain and the Muneis lefiQii— i&am eady iDonmi^ till even- 
iiig ^no rmpertfthlfi people ace oat atfiter Twghtfnl^), sssesBda 
vatii hcawl uid iadeooaey. Iniozieatkm seems to have zim ost 
jywmgtbeloveEc^rdeaj andsofMr&onitJhatii^d, which thciy 
AUseem to have inpixifiuiaii, being attended vith a hlesaing, I 
vfioljr hfifie^e thai to xna^y it will he A bitter ouse. Ilkai«no 
jneans of estimating how mneh money ia spent daii^ in this 
wag; but when linfarsL JOB that no man ean opmi his month, 
jmd swallow anytiydng, e¥en a glass of ^' ecJonial," in a pnbBe- 
11008% uBder siipenoe, and wheni state that I brieve thensmie 
atleast &fiOO hafaitnal dnalEards within the e%, not to speak 
lof the "moderate" men, it will he seen that the amwmtqtfgoid 
dost thus dispoBed 4if mast be •enonnona. 

Grime of a moie heinoBS dye is jasi Ma pneTslent aa dnmk- 
fl">«*fla, No man having ewa the ajj^^earance of leapectahili^ 
ean go abroad in the nnlighted^ nnswept, and filthj sleeets 
sathont ronning the nik of being ^ bailed v^" as the sla^g 
phxase goes ; and should the victim of these maraudeis make 
reaii^anae, or^ what is wane, ^oold he pxove a '* blank,*' and 
nophmder be £(nmd iqion hdm, woe betide the unluc^ wight 
for daring to b& abroad withont his pockets bemg well lined to 
satisfy these gentlemen of the road, whose dq»redadons are 
gftndarod of easy pecfoimanoB in oonse^uenee of the laxily of 
tiie polioe f oree, if n f oree it can be called. 

Seme people here go so far as to assert that these mffiacas 
and the eostodians of the har and the jir&gertj of the people, 
are in league, with what grounds I cannot saj; but certain I 
juEB, that were it so^ thej could ziot mere effectually asEost the 
'*pDft.prig" &ateiniil;y than they at presoit do. It is ^nrerbial, 
that n polieeman is nerrer to be &«nd when wanted; hat in 
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Melboiime»it ia said^ that yon had better want a policeman ihaft 
find one; for, in the former case, you may protect yonxseU^ 
whilst in the event of calling for, and finding, one of the Blnes^ 
you are veiy likely to find a confederate robber. The per* 
formances of these gentlemen are not just confined to the mer« 
practice of *' baUing-np,** though that forms a very lucrative 
portion of their trade, for burglaries and highway robberies are 
becoming more frequent than ever. I may mention one inw 
cident, slight in itself, but calculated to show how audaciously 
these gently pursue their avocation. A few evenings since, I 
was at the house of a Mend of that peace-loving class called 
Quakers, and several other gentlemen were there besides, when 
we were all at once starled by a heavy rap at the door. Our 
host and '< friend" immediately opened it, when a herculean 
savage thrust a great buUet-head inside, and, in the most in« 
Solent tones, demanded either money or a night's lodging. 
iFriend John expostulated; but, being rather diminutive in 
stature, the intruder paid but little attention to him until he 
perceiyed the company, when he retired grumbling and swear> 
ing, ^ what, though he was a Government man, he had as good 
a right to summut as any other." It is generally believed here 
that the parties who are the ringleaders, at least, of those vaga- 
bonds are those gentlemen whom Earl Grey so pathetically 
describes as bearing favourable comparison with the free emi- 
grants who have come here ; and should the bill now before the 
Council for stopping the aforesaid class of scoundrels from in- 
festing these shores prove ineffectual, I understand that it is 
the intention of the citizens to form themselves uito a sort of 
volunteer watchguard for the protection of life and property. In 
fact, if the present disorganized state of society continues much 
longer, some such proceeding will be absolutely necessaiy, as 
Government seems to pay no heed whatever to the matter. 
They are, I am given to imderstand, too busy with schemes for 
the aggrandizement of their partizans and supporljers to heed 
the welfare of the community. 

The advance of Melbourne, in a commercial point of view. Is 
surprisingly rapid, and so far her prosperity seems to be based 
on a safe monetary foundation. The business part of the city 
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18 crowded each day by an anzioas throng, mostly parties pre- 
paring for, or returning from, the diggings. The physiqne of 
these different lots is qnite amusing to contemplate. In one 
lot you will see the lately arrived *'new chum,** with his care- 
fully^ cultivated moustache, raised on the voyage, a la Bond- 
street, his leathern overalls, his fancy stick, and his '* swag" 
done up in Macintosh. In another you may behold the ** old 
hand," the waxy old file who has campaigned it at the Turon, at 
Braidwood, and at the Mount, and who is now preparing for a 
trip to the Bendigo, but who declares that there is no use going 
till the roads are open. With him there is none of your finery. 
A piur of stout boots, a blanket, and the everlasting ^ hook-pot,** 
complete his equipment. Anon you enter a gold-buyer's shop, 
and perceive a party disposing of the proceeds of their ad- 
venture. One party of three that I saw the other day, had 145 
pounds weight to dispose of. Another, a sailor lad, had 28 lbs., 
the produce of three months' work at the Bendigo. Such in- 
stances are of no rare occurrence; in short, they are rather the 
rule than the exception. 

Whilst I have said so much about the immorality of the 
place, it is but fair to state that my remarks apply only to a 
certain class, who are, as it were, beyond the pale of society, but 
whose conduct exercises a pernicious influence upon the whole 
social system. I have been to most of the churches on sab- 
bath, and I was pleased to find all of them well filled with re- 
apeotable and attentive congregations. Indeed, in one par- 
ticular, it may be said that the clergy are reaping a golden 
liarvest from the diggings themselves. I allude to the demand 
which there is for their services in that ceremony which binds 
the sexes together ^ for better for worse " through life. And let 
me inform you that a diggei's marriage here is no every day 
^air, though they be on each . successive Sunday *< thick as 
leaves in Yalhunbrosa." The turn-out on all occasions is spicy. 
I have seen even the wheels of the vehicles (six in number) 
adorned with rosettes of love ribbons ; the Jarvey and the horse 
covered with white so profusely that at a distance they might 
pass for a small locomotive pyramid of snow. And such dresses 
as are worn by the brides and bridesmaids-HBuch silks, snch 



17* 

satins, oBttge Uobbohm, tmi sBttSUi pMpikeiaulm reqea^te mti 
nacesaacy to adorn, the sioriiet niiA Hn bioooing fUr «B»i» 
aiwafc to iBfllie of her precions 8«if to J^kn Snobs, fte fo rttaa i te ' 
grid-diggei; Ymt warn tlw toibljisrlaBnto Snobs. 

S6Beln»8 jmrinli see in flttniq*t»flfvtt0 goUeel inr s> 
sifle that ift tfid J ziiinLbiB. The 8<otd>hwg.ft fB o i€ib t»'fty 
ctfiaol ifaat ^ fairttor ifill eeme thraagft tho bfon," mc^ i» themi^ 
instMuies^ cvaTtfaing migiifc pan off vmotieBdy ani tila 
be cheaiktd iato^the baliaf tint thar pailiea weca natof tto: 
mob, bat far sobm aodi nniaal^ aiiiwiMlaiwu wm tii« ^hayfir 
man" eajo^ing the blast of Ite ^^dndeeny" av, na-ik: 
niliarly cdled, ^ blowing ai davd,* 

tha nonae aorroBBd him. On last Snadb^ ai ^enaa ^ 
](idna; malhad ateaight to tha dnndi^ pipe in hia 
nearer renMOBbavod the eircumstaMee tift 
altw by Ihe^aksgjtBian. en the levity af hia 
phis« waitchaa, and omaaante ^ aO hindB^ are giuailyhi »»- 
qpaaitioa by this dbss, mo^ of i^am,. Mke the ftunooa h^ at 
Kilkenny, in the olden time, "• aft stoafe vonag blBAaay* andl 
^md thaic buibc^ Irady, whan they gat into aonpaa^liriUi 
'^psatty yoBBg niaida.** It is at the oroos and kt the theflta9» 
howevecv ^^^ ^^ fartoBata gold digger is saeat to HA mdmah^ 
tage. Sn dftys gona by, wima T. V. Cooica naad to d» liv 
sailor, to the nnhovnidad adnnraiiaii. af eveiy true ftfiitiah tm^ 
jMik naed, on such oeeasiona, to detoaatoatu his oin»iMM^ 
ness and the atrei^th af Im pvAat al Ihe same time; Iral^ 
was reserved for the Melboame misar to oap'Ctiediinflcaff afr- 
BonHfyintiuBraqpeat* !Et is not «iaagh te Ua to giw ai^Mt 
or ten AlHings Ibr a aeat,^ asd to riHSt his sfplansa m^hmim 
any other danhej> bat ha iiead» maait Biaih hni iippmbaliMiiai 
the 'vaneat staff thai ever waa nurtad ftam a.ataga^ by thamaN' 
snhstai^aal tdoMur af aaoma, hatf-anwBB, and 
thaown on the alage to> 
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ax A aOUHBBEXUL 

MOuagkiSasBetnmyiBL tfas aeigfabowlioad ctf the Oi^itel oi 



IfiBtOBMi MB Iftj doB t» liot liltle pntensioB cf wbat Bft 
STBtax kft bis boaa in mtuli o^ itiB there are aMmyytiwuint 
fpoteiiLitSTOiiiaty vbere «Be gifen to ramWiny mt^ajftiadm 
qmt «ft«nfln% snd vbow *^ je naann «id ye *"f%'"*T' «C jv 
paofile^aMgrlkeleaiaedMiclMrfyasif ymt n^agM m afl tiuir 
»iiesj!«UQr amwatloBs* I do not lemember lAm it waslhalMid 
ikat a Liadoa sllopkeeper was en^ to be knawm utisB he gs4( 
Bd of tiie tiwAe ob a. Swadi^ ; and ireifly I Mie^e tiie i«naik 
appiies vMl great trathfaliiess to the slMpocnej of MeHHwne^ 
as weQ as to those of the insigaifinaiit Tillage <m tha haaks of 
tbeThaaMB. Amongst the »est popular ^aees of -lesorty or aa 
they n» fseetionaly styled hy some, Sehhath veeiealioo, are SU 
Silda, and Liardet's Beach, both sitaated on the nasgin of thcr 
noUe hay^ nea^y <^poske WUHans Town. Akhon^ Mel- 
howne pooMnes a tolerahlj fiar stoam fleets in the dnye ef 
Tazieas tog boats, bekngiBg chiefly to Ci^taia Cole, net one ef 
these 'vessels is aiOowed to jdy on Sunday ; and hense, as nag 
he siq^posed, tfaeie is, npoa one day in the week at lesst^ aisfy 
gieat damand te hosseflesh. In Uiei, the honw asiket— I 
mean, the haaaars and Uymy st ahloo n poa a Sondsy mnreiwgg 
fsesesits qpitoan animaitod qpeotarile» far here ahaoete^eiy maa* 
online hifcd of the pcnaf hoam oenaidefs iikaBpeoeliarpmSafB 
t^sHnm* his hoise on Sooday, witheut, he iiiemeniheved, the 
SBMOeet lefvenoe to the &ci as to whether he ean nde or notf 
and pendt an to sij tbet sundry jokes hanFO been cnhed al 
iwrihastmkiBiiliaiil, hot wen the perpetratoss to aaaalotoC 
gggi i s §mtk riM^men in MelheiDEBe aMfantod en their Boai- 
■aates^hencsteih and te efer th^ would hold thair peawr. 
SoeDas the aosi langhahTa oesar, 7^ ^ seeais to he in good 
part Tltai^ews have some eat to e^jcy themselfs, and mm 
Bottehapatoatof haiBoarhxtiifleiL 
8t KiliaKmdmitthieasdteftomKeIhoaxBe,oattreseaair 
of thaHanay and aaflMTi is ■» highway, eMSftAeasaal 
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bosh rats, after the Prince's Bridge is crossed, the walk or ride, 
which you please, is yery pleasant. Arrived at the village, jou 
are somewhat surprised at the appearance of rapid growth 
which eveiything indicates. Houses (wooden of course) are in 
aourse of construction — some nearly finished, others but com- 
menoed-->and yet so eager are the people for house accom- 
modation, that the shingles are scarcely on the roofs before 
they are tenanted. At St. Kilda there is a very fine hotel, at 
which I can assure yon they charge vexy fine prices ; but then. 
Lord bless you, in the '* go-a-head city,'* as Melbourne is now 
ealled, who cares for a handful of silver ? I was much pleased 
to observe here a taste more generally diffused for the cultiva- 
tion of flowers than is to be found generally about Melbourne. 
I like to see those pretty little plots of ground, in fi^nt of 
dwelling-houses, neatly and carefully cultivated, as to my mind 
it gives stronger evidence of the comfort of the *' people within,*' 
than almost any other circumstance, barrin' a balance at your 
banker's, which can be named. 

The ramble from St. Kilda to liardet's Beach, by the margin 
of the wide and noble bay, a distance of about two miles, is both 
healthful and agreeable — not that the scenery of the bay is of 
such a description as to call forth many encomiums from the 
tourist, for beyond the broad expanse of water, dotted, nay, 
closely studded with shipping at anchor, there is nothing to 
relieve the dull monotony of the place. At Liardet's, however, 
the scene changes, and from the shore and your own reflections 
(that is, if yon be like the parson's horse, of a reflecUve turn of 
mind) you are once more aroused by the din of human voices. 
Here they are again — shopkeepers, shopmen, diggers, ladies, 
diggers* wives, horses, hackney carriages, shandys, gigs, and 
almost every possible and sometimes very, questionable modes 
of conveyance, all congregated on the sand. Pedestrians wan- 
dering, promenading, flirting, diixiking, laughing, talking on 
the pier, and in the shade of the cool verandahs, pic-nics in the 
scrub, mirth and merriment everywhere ; boatmen lustily bawl- 
ing for passengers, and waiters for more drink at the bar of the 
hoteL Tents are pitched npon all the ground surrounding .this 
house of entertainment) wherein many a new ohum for the 
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first tune indulges in a glass of ale, and when he has paid six- 
pence and swalloired his swankey, declared upon his honour and 
soul that '* It is not half so good as Bnrton or Alton." A good 
deal of novelty is added to this scene by the constant transit to 
and from a huge ship, the Duke of Bedford^ which is here 
moored off the pier, and tamed into a model lodging-hoose. 
** Bed and board, sir," said our conductors on board, the other 
day, " fear two pounds a week ; delaghtfol marine residence and 
hoatage found into the bargain." Decidedly the accommoda- 
tions are excellent^ and the wivthy proprietor, I was informed, 
keeps a good table. I need, scarcely say, that his apartments 
are full; and it would be well if a few more <^ the doxens upon 
dozens of idle ships now lying in harbour were turned to an 
equally useful and prc^table account to th^ owners. I was 
a good deal surprised to find amidst all the recreations of all 
classes and all kinds who visit the beach upon Sunday so little 
riot or intoxication. That an immense amount <d liquor & 
drunk there is no doubt ; but still, exc^t upon the anival of a 
lot of "new chums," with more money £han sense, you will 
hardly observe any riot or drunkenness. Noise there is — Babel 
itself could not be worse, but still there is order. 

The road from the beach to town lies through a low, marshy 
scrub, which presents not one single plearang feature, except, in- 
deed, we were to diverge at the Emerald Hill, and take a look in 
at the encampment. This encampment, it will be observed at a 
glance, consists but of the tents of gold-diggers in trantHu to 
the Mount or elsewhere. You are scarcely on the hill till that 
fact becomes painfully apparent. There are the coverings 
erected by poor new-comers to sh^ter thanselves from the 
heavens, and to make a temporary but safe refuge for them- 
selves, their luggage, and their families. And oh ! such squalor, 
such misezy, and such a ground for imbilnng tibe seeds of dis- 
eases, which may never again be eradicated from the syst^n ! 
It is pitiable to see weil-dressed and genteelly reared females, 
young and tender infants as well as grown-up persons, eioach- 
ing, and squatting in those miserable wigwams, of whidi a 
North American Indian would be ashamed. But what can the 
creatures do? I do not like to partJcaJanae^ b«t a few days 

X 



178 



APPENDIX. 



since I dropped upon an old friend, one who at home was wont 
to have and to enjoy the comforts of life and polished society, 
and never shall I forget the mute but expressive look of abject 

desolation with which -he brought me in to see Mrs. S 

and the two children. " This is different from what the hum- 
bug lecturers and paid philanthropists at home led us to be- 
lieve," said he. And so it was. I asked if he had got a 
situation. " Yes," said he, " I have; but what of that? I get 
4Z. a week, but cannot get a two-roomed hovel to put them into 
(pointing with affection to his family), for less than 2Z. 10«., and 
what with bread at 7^d. per lb., beef at 6rf. and 7d,, wood at 
82. 10«., and water at God knows how much— do you think it 
possible we could subsist on 30«. per week ? *' I could remain no 
longer, so shaking my friend by the hand, bade him be of good 
cheer, and departed. 

The botanic garden is ai'iother favourite resort for the Mel- 
boumites upon Sunday : but its visitors are of a different class:. 
This is the ground where half the " matches'* which grace our 
churches daily are contracted; here it is that newly-married 
husbands display to wondering iswains their lovely (?) and 
loving (?) brides — at least during the honeymoon it is so. The 
collection of flowers is not of the best description, being rather 
too gaudy and too common for such a place ; but if they be 
gaudy there is some excuse to be found for the curator, in the 
circumstance that he is naturally driven to compete with gar- 
deners of human flowers who perambulate his walks. Such 
blaze of silk and satin, such bonnets, such feathers, flowers 
(artifldal, of course), and such f ribbons — such finery of all 
kinds as is displayed on that littie piece of ground on one single 
Sunday, would set your brains a wool-gathering as to how on 
earth Melbourne produced as many dress and bonnet-makers 

- as could rig out this mart of fashion. I was particularly struck 
with the freshness and beauty of many of the charming belles 
who frequent the gardens, regular Baby Blakes in their way, 

- contrasting strongly with the general sallow and somewhat ac- 
climatized style of female beauty prevalent about Sydney. 

• They are generally handsome, and fresh in colour; but then, 
i if they should chance to open their lips, the delusion is at onoe 
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dispelled, and the dimpled cheeks and laughing eyes which but 
a moment before you had been ardently admiring, are trans- 
formed into the most imsophisticated lumps of barbarous 
ignorance that has ever been pitchforked into the world. '* Oh 
ladies," said a, Mend the other day, " if you could but hold your 
tongues!" 

Far different, however, are the scenes to be witnessed here 
sometimes ; and amongst the many strange vicissitudes of for- 
tune which I daily witness, none strikes me so painfully during 
my stay here, as the forlorn condition of the newly-arrived pas- 
sengers from Europe. The convict is cared for, tended, fed, 
housed, clothed, and respectably treated in Van Diemen's Land 
upon his arrival. The &ee emigrant is more or less cared for ; 
but the man — ^the man whose honest sense of independence, and 
whose manly pride, has withheld him from placing himself and 
. his wife under any eleemosynary obligations from his countiy, 
is permitted in this overflowing, glutted, immoral, misgoverned, 
. and debauched town, to perish in ihe ditch side ; and happy for 
. himself and his family if he get leave to do that in peace, and be 
not taxed for the luxury. In a country like this, with land illi- 
mitable, what think you of Government, and such an imbeoUe, 
spendthrift Government, charging 5«. per week per tent to such 
creatures, and appointing a staff of officers to collect this im- 
post, the one>half of whose salaries the whole revenue from this 
, source would not pay? Oh ! it is monstrous. Labour, give us 
labour, shouted the people of Victoria. Thousands, tens of 
thousands of sturdy artizans and labourers ara poured upon her 
, shores weekly — her gold revenue produces nearly 900,000/. a 
year, independently of all other sources of income, and yet not a 
hovel, not a shed, not a free tent, has been appropriated for the 
use even for a night of those hardy adventurers, who havej^been 
wiled to her shores. Such a state of things will carry their own 
cure with them. Men will begin to speculate upon the expe- 
diency of retaining a government which does nothing but batten 
on the vitals of the^public, whose every act either betokens gross 
carelessness, gross ignorance, or what is still worse, gross favour- 
itsm, almost amounting to misappropriation of the public money. 
Men will ask, and the question must be answered, what has be* 
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oome of the lerenties of the colony? But, periii^ the heet 
illtntration I can give jou is to point out the ehsrges to 
wMch poor, confiding passengers are subjected to before landing 
here &om the bay. These people take their passage at lAret- 
pool or London on the faith that themselTes and luggage will 
be delivered at Melbourne the same as at Sydney; but guess tiieir 
astoidshment 'when they find that they have is. each to pay for 
steam-boat fare up, and 90t, per ton for their luggage, and when 
they get on liie wharf, there are other dues which, as the 
wharves belong to private individuals, are fixed at such rates as 
the owners please. 

1 may give you an instance of the utter destitution which 
some of these people are thrown into on their arrival here. 
IVhen the Lady Head airived here from Liverpool t&e ireather 
was most indement; wet pouring down in bucket-fbSs, and the 
dhrt, slop, and mud more than knee-deep, not only the thcNrough- 
fares, but in eveiy spot where it was possible for human beings 
to set foot. In this state of affldrs I saw more thaa four huu- 
dred poor people thrust upon our wharves, without food or shel- 
ter, but what their scanty bedefing supplied. In this state of 
afikirs Mr. Cole allowed the poor sufierers the use c^ the sheds 
on his wharf; but which, from the traffic upon them previously, 
were wet, damp, and muddy, to an inconceivable degree, under 
foot Happening to be there in the early part of the night, I 
' was informed, and subsequently ascertuned for a fkct, that a 
young woman, the wife of an intelligent Scotchman, gave lartii 
to her first-bom child. And, oh, such a plight ! such a mtuation 
for an anguished mother to be in ! Porters roaring, carters 
swearing, men, women, and children clamouring andsereaming, 
and none, no not one, but the faithful husband and partner of 
that poor afficted woman, to render either medical aid, oc to 
minister the slightest eonsoladon imder the droumstances. It 
is melancholy to reflect on the increased amount of human 
suffering, which is patiently endured by new-comers here. I 
give you this as a sample; and farther let me assure yon, that 
no night passes but persons the most respectable are eompelled 
to sleep out under such miserable coverings as they can geit. 

The pubhe buxldingB of Melbourne are of a most inferior de- 
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scription, both in point of architectural style and internal ac- 
commodation. The only building of note at fdl adequate 
to its xeqoirements is the Mechanics' Institution ; and it has 
now to do the treble duty of concert haU, assembly room, 
and town hall, including offices, &c., for the town clerk. The 
library attached to the institution is very good indeed, and the 
rooms spacious and commodious, much better than your School 
of Arts. The Legislative Council sits now in St. Patrick's 
Han, and that august body in its wisdom wishes to place an 
additional tax upon gold, without thinking of spending a few 
thousands upon the erection of Leiitall's " talking shop,** as the 
Argus would say, for themselves. With all their boast and 
braggadocio you may rely upon it Sydney has but little to fear 
from the legislative sagacity of this body. I was present during 
the debate which affirmed the principle of the Export Duty 
xqpon Gold Bill, and expected, you may be sure, to hear a bril- 
liant debate, but in this I was disappointed. I^e initiation of the 
bill was entrusted to the honourable the Attorney-General, who, 
to my mind, is not just cut out for a Chanoelloi' of the Exche- 
quer. The debate was dull, prosy, and insipid hi 'the extreme, 
having but one characteristic, namely, that honourfabfe members 
managed with a truly Victorian facility to recant almost every 
one of their previously formed and expressed opinions, as readily 
as Sir Hudibras— 

'* Cenfiite^ change handi^ and stfll eonftite." 

And certamly it was marvellous to see how each could fumisli 
reasons as sound as were that most analytical gentleman's foe 
their tergiversation. A few honourable exceptions^ however^ 
frere to be made, but in the bulk all were aHke. 

Dhe state d society consequent upon the increase of our popu- 
lation, the morfll and sanitary pestilence which pervades this 
place, together with a rambl« or two in the country, must be left 
over till aaother letter. In the mean time I reiterate my advice 
te all hew comers here, namely, let your purse be your fiiend^ 
for depend upon it, if you rely upon any other you will but rea- 
lise the fable of the fiirmer and his friends — ^the lark and her 
yUmgones. 
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DIAKY OF A JOUBNEY FROM MELBOURNE TO 

BENDIGO. 

A day or two after the date of my last letter, the weather 
having apparently cleared up, we determined upon starting at 
once for the diggings. As there were several roads to them, 
some discussion took place as to which we should take, eveiy.one 
we inquired of giving us different accounts concerning them, 
some preferring one road, and some another. " Is not one road 
as good as another ? " said one of the party. <* Av coorse it is," 
said an Irishman, who was present, ** Av coorse it is, and het- 
ther." Influenced in some measure by this sagacious opinion, 
we resolved to leave it to chance, and to toss up in order to de- 
termine the route to he followed. " Man or woman ? " " Woman ; " 
then we followed *' woman," which was nothing but what is usual 
and natural. Accordingly about 12 o'clock a.m., on the 8th Sep- 
tember we started from the camp, just outside Melbourne, in 
which we had been for the last day or two. Having kept a 
journal, it is at your service, if you choose to make use of it. 

Sept. Sth. — ^Left the camp, passed through Fleming^n, about 
three miles out of Melbourne ; roads in a dreadful state. Hun- 
dreds going to and returning from the diggings. Met several of 
those who came down in the Waratah with us, who had been 
up at the diggings, and had returned already, having '^ ta'en a 
scunner" at it, as they say in Scotland. A most beautiful coun- 
tiy, as green as emerald, hills richly sloping, and dotted with 
umbrageous trees. The country, from the appearance of the 
soil, and formation of the hills, appears to be admirably adaptied 
for the cultivalion of the vine. The mimosa, which is a much 
handsomer tree here than in New South Wales, being large and 
shady, appears scattered through the forest, and being now in 
full bloom, presents to the view a perfect mass of beautiful gol- 
den flowers. Travelled to-day only five miles, the roads being 
ankle-deep. 

9t7L — Our horses strayed away during the night, and we did - 
not find them until mid-day. Just after starting it commenced . 
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to rain slightly. Crossing Keila Plains the roads were awfully bad,. 
and to add to our ills, the rain poured down in regular torrents. 
Had our horses not have been first-rate ones we must inevitably, 
have stuck fast, as during the whole day they had heavy pulling, 
men on foot being unable to walk the road without sinking knee- 
deep. We had two horses in the cart, and had about 1 2 cwt. on 
it. Notwithstanding the plight in which we were, we could not 
but admire the scenery, which was beautifully varied — ^now 
broad, undulating meadows — ^now groves of she-oaks, eucalyptus, 
and mimosa ; while the grass everywhere was green and soft as 
silk. Grossed the Broad Meadow, and came to the foot of the 
Gellibrand's HUl. Several drays were At the bottom of this, try- 
ing to get up, but it was' with the greatest difficulty that they 
reached the summit, five or six bullocks falling down at a time 
through the slippeiiness of the road. Ascended it without much 
difficulty, and encamped on the top of it. Travelled seven 
miles. 

10th. — Boads worse than on either of the previous days, the 
ground being quite rotten and swampy. Country resembling 
parts of Liverpool Plains, timber principally box. In the even- 
ing a suspicious looking character came to the camp, having no 
boots or hat on, telling us that he had been robbed, and threat- 
ening vengeance on the thief. Our clothes-box being in the 
«art, C wanted to have it brought into the tent, as our for- 

tune he said was in it. Upon which some wit in the camp re- 
plied, that it was a ragged one. The fellow, however, who ap- 
peared to be a shepherd for some one in the vicinity, after stay- 
ing some time, and using some ferocious language in reference 
to his spoliator, departed quietly, but not before we had given 
him several hints that his room was more acceptable than his 
company. Eight miles. 

lltft.— When at breakfast this morning, a large brown snake 
came out of the log that was burning, and went into a pool of 
water close by. Those who doubt the fact of a snake's having 
legs might have been convinced of it by seeing this one, as the legs 
were distinctly visible after they had been swollen by the heat, 
and muoh resembled those of a caterpillar, only they were much 
larger, Boads very swampy. Kept along the Deep Creek for » 
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oonaiderftble port of the da.7, Moont Macedon being in siglit on 
our left hand. Much of the seenexy very pictaiesque, especially 
on Hie Deep Creek, the trees consisting of honeysucUe, ^eny- 
tree, mimosa, eucalyptus, &e. There is a species of thorny 
mimosa growing here, which I ha^e never seen in New Sooth 
Wales, and the foliage of which is very prettj. Game to the 
Bocky Waterholes* Plain, where we met a hoHodk driTer, who 
informed ns that gold had been foond witlmi a few miles on a 
station b^onging to Mr. Bigg. We detemiined upon in^^ecting 
the new gold-field, and leairing the others with the cart, three of 
ns started in searoh of it After going about' half a mile, we 
came to Bigg's house, when we were directed to the diggings, 
abont a q^aarter of a mile distant. When we got there, there 
were about a dozen mai, two of whom only were at woik ; the 
rest haTiBg come, like omrsehres, to see the place. The two men 
who had diseovered the gold informed m tiiat they had been 
working there about a fortnight — ^no one knowing it until the day 
before. They had sunk scTeral holes on the top of a pretty 
high hi]l-~the gullies as yet being too wet to allow of a hole 
to be sunk in them. From what we eovdd learn from them- 
selves, and from washing several tin-dlshfiils Kji earth taken front 
the bottom of ihe hd.es wh«^ they had sunk, it did not appear 
to us that much coidd be done in that spot, although it seems 
very probable that a rich gold field will be discovered somewhere 
in the neighbourhood. About four feet below the surface there 
was a vein of quartz, which was eztraordinaifly rich in ore. 
"Eycxj sUme we broke was dotted with minute spedis of g(d.d» 
One of the men shewed us a piece that he had obtained from 
one of the holes, about &e size of a pea. The s<h1 through 
which they sunk Was decomposed slate, resting on a bed d pipe- 
clay. The appearance of the country around is Teiy picturesqtoe 
particularly near the banks of the Beep Oeek — gently skiing 
hills, dotted with umbrageous gum-trees, and eovered with a thick 
sward of grass as green as emerald. Went back to our mattes, 
intending to proceed about half a mile farther before we pitched 
our tent. Grossing a fiat, we were obliged to divide the load into 
two; but notwithstanding this, we got bogged, and were ol^ed 
to unload and take the horses out. Camped on Bigg's station* 
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"Fiie ndles. The mosquitoes yaj troiidbleflome, K/bath one woold 
not e3q»6ct at tliis tone of the year. 

12th (Sunday). — Stayed at encampment Some west out to 
inqpeet the new diggings^ and letomed, bringmg nith them 
several pieces of qnartz fiaiSX of specks of gold. The mugority, 
notwithstanding, detennined on prooeeding to Bendigo, in 
preference to stopping to give the place a triaL Foor men 
encamped with ns this night, who reported a fight about a daim 
at the diggings, in n^ch two or three men were killed, and 
several wotmded. They told os also that a nugget of pare gold, 
wei^^iing iqtwards of ^ lbs., had been found at Eagle Hawk 
Grully, Bendigo. The Deep Greek, on which the new diggmgs 
are situated, runs eastward. If, therefore, gold in abundance 
be found there, it will be somewhat in contradiction to geo- 
logical tibeories. The ^stance is twenty-five miles from Uel* 
bourne. 

13t&. — Yery bad roads again. Country undulating and mora 
thickly timbered; box and stringy-bark ranges. Qet bogged, 
and take the horses out Ascended Pretty Sally's, or the Big 
Bill. The soil excellent, and cultivation on the very top of the 
mountain. The road which we came and that to Sydney meet 
on the top of this hill. MagnMcent view from the top of l&e 
hill — open plains, wood-crowned heights, shady vall^s, and 
towering hiUa — ^** places which pale passion loves'* — the view 
extending on ooe side to the sea coast, and the habitations of 
man alone being wanting to make the scenery perfect De- 
scended the hQl and encamped at the foot of it Twelve miles* 
A tall Highlander itbo was at a camp dose by came down to 
oonverse with soma of his countrymen who were with us, and 
afforded us much amusement. Many puns were perpetrated at 
his expense, all of which he to<^ in good part Some one 
asked him from what part of Scotland he came, he answered,—- 
^ From Ihe Isle of ^sye." *^ That^s the reason you look so blue 
on it," said one. ^'That's why he's so lofty," said another. 
<* That* s a lof)y thought," sud a third. And many othem whidt 
it woTdd be tiring you to mraition. 

- l^th. — ^Passed through Kilmore ; the land very rich ; saw the 
wife of l^e man who had obtained the 28 lb. nugget at Bea^ 
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digo. She informed us that her husband had sold it for 41. per 
oz. About midday it commenced to rain very hard ; roads in- 
describably bad ; got bogged and unloaded, pulled the dray out, 
went a few yards and got bogged again ; pulled the dray out 
again, and camped on the side of a ridge ; the ground everywhere, 
both on the road and ranges, being perfectly rotten. Up nearly 
all night drying our bed clothes, &c., which we had got wet 
through. Obliged every night to cut poles and boughs to put 
under us, the ground being a regular quagmire. The tink- 
ling of tbe oxen's bells, which one hears at eveiy encampment, 
gives somewhat of an oriental character to the scene. Six 
miles. 

l^th, — Crossed Donohoe's Creek ;. broke one of the traces in 
crossing, with fair pulling. If the horses had not been extra- 
ordinarily good they could never have k^pt on, in the state in 
which the roads were. Came to a creekin which were several drays 
stuck, one with nine horses, it being unable to cross. There is 
scarce a dray you meet on the road that is not accompanied by 
one or two women, oftentimes with families of children, all 
bound for or returning from the diggings. Got bogged in 
crossing the creek, unloaded, and then had great difficulty in 
getting over, as the horses had no footing, and sank up to the 
shoulder. The countiy very beautiful, compensating in part 
for the badness of the roads, which were the worst we had en- 
countered. The hills and valleys were covered with flowers, 
daisies, white and yellow butter-cups, snowdrops, &c., while the 
mimosa bloomed along our path, adding fresh beauty to the 
scene, and fragrancy to the air. Each succeeding scene only 
impresses more forcibly on the mind the appropriateness of the 
title bestowed upon the country by Sir T. Mitchell, of " Aus- 
tralia the Happy." The country is well grassed and watered, 
the timber low and branching, without any underwood, and 
more beautiful and picturesque than any park. Just before en- 
camping, got bogged the second tame, the ground beiag very- 
deceiving, the horses sinking to their middle in a place where 
^ou would least expect it. Encamped in a most beautiful and 
romantic valley, on the banks of a deep creek, with large water- 
hples— which some fanciful individuals of our party imagined 
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might be the retreats of the far-famed bunyip. Honeysuckle, 
mimosa, and eucalyptus, were the most common trees, and 
formed beautiful groves. Five miles. 

16th, — Crossed two very bad creeks : met a great number of 
drays ; crossed box hill and stringy bark ranges, the latter always 
dreary looking. Witnessed some beautiful scenery ; hills rising 
over hflls, covered with grass and shady tree : the valleys ena- 
melled with flowers. Passed Morrison's station, a beautiful 
place. Ascended the Dividing Bange. Granite in large masses 
begins to appear; quartz predominates in this to a very unusual 
extent, and this fact may probably throw some light on the rich- 
ness of the Victoria gold-fields. The rocks are ofttimes of veiy 
peculiar forms, and in remarkable situations ; large masses of 
tons weight, and quite round, lying on top of one another ; the 
least e£fort being sufficient to remove them, and send them 
headlong down the mountain. The ranges are veiy low, and in 
fact the whole country is remarkably level : a circumstance which 
is contrary to one's preconceived notions of a gold-bearing re- 
gion. The roads much better, and lined with diggers homeward 
and outward bound. The soil decomposed granite, which appears 
to be the only rock in the neighbourhood. The honeysuckle is 
met with here much farther from the coast than in Australia Pro- 
per, and grows in all sorts of soils and situations. Crossed Mor- 
rison's Creek, over which there is a bridge, the passage over 
which is rather unsafe, in consequence of the late heavy rains. 
Overtook two horse teams from Goulbum, which had been four 
months on the road, having been detained in crossing the river 
a week or a fortnight at a time. Splendid views from the axis - 
of the mountain ranges ; sheep and cattle feeding on the wood- 
crowned hills, and in the fertile valleys, and forming a charming 
and enticing picture of pastoral life. Encamped, having for 
beds the branches of the gum wattle, as soft and luxurious as a 
bed of down. Fourteen miles. 

17th, — Crossed scrubby stringy bark ranges; got bogged, 
and were obliged to lay logs for twenty or thirty yards in 
order to get through ; roads pretty good except in the gullies, 
which were desperately bad; fragmentary quartz, in great 
libundance, and strong indications of gold : got bogged the 
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second time near the M^vor Inn ; most beaatifal Bcener7, roais 
ezeellent, and as level as possible fbr the last three miles of th» 
day's journey : encamped in the most delight&il Tsllesr that the 
eye of man could behold. If I had the descriptive powers of 
Pope and the language of Milton, I would still fiul in oonveyiaig 
to yon an adequate description of a scene, which, to be jnstLj 
appreciated, mnst be witnessed. Nev^ before did the coimtry 
seem so jnstly to merit the appellalaon of the ^ blest Anstralia" 
— neyer before did the mimosa seem to bear such lovely blos- 
soms, or shed such fragrant odours — ^nerer before did the air 
seem so pure, clear, and inspiring as in thai deiidona yallej. 
The herbage, soft, green, and luxuriant, formed an emerald 
sward, on which Titania h^fself might be proud to lead the eMu 
dance. Flowers of all hues, white, and purple, and crimson, and 
gold, and violet, in which those of a golden ccdourpredominatedy 
as if indicating the richness of the soil from which they sprung, 
enamelled the hills and valleys, grateful alike to the sight and 
smell. Buttercups, dandelions, eglantine, daisies, snowdrops, 
&c., completely covered the ground; the first mentioned, in 
particular, growing as richly as possible over acres, nay,mitlfis of 
ground. The trees are piineipany mimosa and honeysuckie^ 
and [here and there some giant of the eucalyptus order grew m 
handsome dumps, some in frill blossom, otheis without ai^^ 
but not the less beantiftil ; while between them were green open 
spaces, on which the glorious sun poured down a flood of golden 
light. To complete the scene the M'lvor meandered tfanmgh 
the valtey, each winding turn ^sdosing " some fresher beauties 
varying round," and fed — 

flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice art 
In beds and anions knots, but natnre boon 
Poured forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plata^ 
JBotii where the aoning son first wumlf miAto 
The open field, and where the nnpiereed shade 
Imbrownedthe noontide bowers : thus was the place 
A Itttjpn rural seat of various view* 

" Baszled and drunk with beauty," I sat down on a grass;y 
knoll, feasting my eyes upon the enchanting landscape, until the 
god of dacj hid his beams behind the hiUs of the far west) and 
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the '* diaste cold moon" rose in her virgm beauty over a scene, 
destined in some future day to be the retreat of lovers, and tiie 
theme of bards. Travelled to-day eleven miles. 

ISth, — ^Travelled along the course <^ the M^Ivor for eleven 
mfles. The scenery equal, if not superior, to that of yesterday, 
each succeeding scene appearing to the enraptured eye more 
beautiful than the last. Even those who are usually unmindful 
of natural beauties, were unable to gaze on the landsci4)e with- 
out giving vent to passionate exclamations of admiration. 
English, Irish, and Scotch, all concurred in agreeing that they 
had never before seen anything so beautiful, and that the 
dw^Jings of man alone were wanting to make the scenery the 
most delightful that the imagination could conceive. To add 
to our pleasure, the roads were excellent, and as level as a 
bowling-green. We passed over ''flowery plains,** with pic- 
turesque sloping heights on our right hand, through ''groves 
whose rich tr^s wept odorous gums and balm," the sky brightly 
blue and cloudless, and the air wafting "Sabean odours." 
The formation of the country is principally schistose, with an 
abundance of fragmentary quartz. Crossed the M'lvor, and 
oame on to box flats, in which swamp oaks appeared for the 
first time. Scrubby ranges, box, and stringy-bark, coarse grass 
and herbs like those at the Twc<m ; country more level than at 
the Tnron. From the geological structure and general appear- 
ance, I should imagine that gold would be found somewhere in 
the neighbourhood, in abundance. Boads very bad again, 
dossed a box flat entirely consisting of hillocks having the 
a^^tearance of waves, and very uniform in their size. It seems 
as if the land had been thrown up in a fused and slightly agi- 
tated mass, and then snddenly cooled. Came to the Cam- 
paspie Biver, and had a fresh view of the celebrated Motoit 
Alexander; romantie scenery, great abundance of trap rook. 
When we got here, we were told that we could not cross, as the 
river was up. About forty drays were encamped on the banks, 
waiting the first opportonity to pass over; we accordingly 
pitched our tent on the bank of the river, intending to cross 
<fif&c on Monday morning, the stream being then considerably 
swollen and nmning rq^dly. To-day eighteen miles. 
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19th (Snnday).— Bemained in camp. An immenfie ntunber 
of people, on foot and on horseback, crossed the Campaspie 
to-day, on their way to and from the diggings. The riy^ fell 
considerably daring the day and preyious night. About sunset 
the sky became overcast with heavy clouds, threatening imme- 
diate rain, and therefore we thought it advisable to cross the 
river at once, as it was probable we should be detained on its 
banks a week or two, if it should happen to rain. Packed iq^ 
• according, and started to cross over, one of the party riding the 
leading horse. When about half way over, the leader laid down, 
which circumstance was nearly causing an unlucky termina- 
tion to our passage ; fortunately, however, she rose again, and 
we crossed without further trouble, although the water was 
above the bed of the cart, and running with a strong current. 
It was lucky for us that we did cross, as it rained hard during 
the night. 

20e?i.-~Eaining hard during the forenoon, but fine in the 
afternoon. Passed over box and gum forests, scrubby in places, 
and thinly-timbered weU-grassed flats. The country in general, 
so far as this, was as flne as could be wished for. The grass 
every where soft, silky, and as green as a field of young wheat. 
Unlike that of New South Wales, the grass and pasture here 
consists of nutritious herbs and very fine grass, growing in a 
thick sward, and completely hiding the soil. Hills and vales 
alike were covered with flowers, principally of a yellow colour, 
- and growing as thick as they could, presented to the eye of one 
accustomed to the almost flowerless fields of Australia, an un- 
usual and beauliful appearance, realizing in some respects the 
description given of English meadows. Everywhere, too, the 
mimosa, loveliest of the flowering trees of Australia, and des- 
tined to be as much celebrated in the lays of her poets, as the 
• hawthorn has been in those of the British bards, scented the 
air with its perfume, and dazzled ,the eye with its rich yellow 
blossoms. Passed over some barren ranges covered with 
quartz, the only thing pleasant on them being some flowering 
shrubs, chiefly of the mimosa species. Through some fertile 
flats, the roads very level and good, as indeed they were during 
the greater part of the day ; the only fault in them being a bog 
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here and there, which, after our previous bad roads, we consi- 
dere4 a mere nothing. Met several men who were returning 
from the diggings, and from whom we learned that robberies 
and murders had of late been veiy frequent at Bendigo. On 
Wednesday last near thirty drays were stopped by a large gang 
of bushrangers in the Black Forest, and rum, tobacco, and other 
property taken from them to a great amount. One man lost 
upwards of 7002. worth of gold. No less than three murders 
have been committed during the last week at Bendigo, one in 
Eagle Hawk, another at Peg Leg Gully, and another in the 
Long Gully. One of the murdered men, we are informed, had 
his head completely severed from the body. Our informants 
told us that they had heard cries of " murder " from the tent in 
which one of the unfortunate men was killed, but hearing some 
one (probably one of the perpetrators of the crime) laugh* at the 
same time, they thought that the men were joking among them- 
selves. The police are out scouring the bush in all directions. 
We thanked our stars that we had not gone by the road through 
the Black Forest as we had at first intended, since, being in- 
differently armed, how much soever we might have wished to 
display our heroism, we should have had but little chance of 
doing so. Crossed Emu Creek ; the country of slate formation, 
quartz in abundance. An immense number of people passing 
to and from the diggings ; men, women, and children, along the 
whole road from this to Bendigo. Came to Bullock Creek, 
where we saw the places that the diggers had made for cradling 
during the dry weather, when the washing stuff had to be 
carried here from Bendigo, a distance of seven or eight miles. 
Four seizures of sly grog-sellers* carts, <fec., were made here by 
the commissioner and police this morning. Passed over barren 
ridges, the timber on which consisted of iron-bark, box, gum, 
and stringy-bark ; this was the first time that I had seen iron- 
bark in Victoria ; quartz in great abimdance, every ridge being 
covered with them. The coimtry, in its geological structure and 
general appearance, very much resembles that on the Long 
Creek in the Western Diggings; the ridges are unusually 
uniform in their size, lower than one would be inclined to 
imagine in a gold region, and have iall the same direction. The 
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strike of the strata is north by west and soutiii hy east, sflhiskose 
jEbnnatiQn well developed, and quartz in nniisiial sbnndaaee. 
The whole, or nearly the whole of the eonntiy over whidi we 
passed to-day, has evezy appearance of being a rieh gold-fidid, 
but it has not yet had a fair triaL About 3 p jn. eame in sight of 
the comniencement of the Bendigo diggings, or what is eaUed 
the Back Creek ; but as Bendigo deserves a more lengtliened 
description than I can give yoa at present, I shall not aittampt 
it in this letter. Pitched oar tent on the Back Creek. Travelled 
to-day a distance of sixteen miles. Thus making the wh(^ 
distance to Bendigo 107 miles, which I think is correct^ al- 
though less than what we were informed it was. 

We, however, travelled upwards of 140 miles, having to 
make so many detom^ in order to avoid bad places in the 
roads. 



LmdM : Pnnted by Stxwak asd Minui4Z, Old Biikj. 
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many cnriona bootui on the anl|iect^ of 2q^» Bug( And invatnahln. lo30iU^*'^Aioer' 

•Ammgm 



In 2^Tols. Square 8to, doth, fiill gilt back and side, 0«. 

MACFARLANE*S INDIAN EMPIRE. Being our Indian 
Empire, its History and Present State, from the Earliest Settle- 
ment of the British in Hindoostan to the close of the year 1846, inclu- 
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claimed in Bunope by the nefeeiies of tfapoleon."' 
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volution. 
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CARLETON'S TRAltS AND STORIES OF THE 
IRISH PEASANTRY. A new Pictorial edition, with an Autobio- 
graphical Introduction, Explanatory Notes, and numerous Illustrations 
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In 2 vols. Svo, beautifolly pcmtedt cloth £ztra. Pnee lOv . Qd, 

COUNT OF MONTE CHRISTO. .% AjE^AnMsDoaiAs; 
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POTTLETON LEGACY : a History of Town and Country 
life. By Albsbt SniTH. With Ulustratioiis by PAir. 
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In cloth, emblematically gilt. Price 3s. Qd. 

MAYHEW^S WHOM TO MARRY, AND HOW TO 
GET MABRIED; or, the AdrentuEes of a Lady in Search of a 
Clwd Husband. Illustrated by (?«w^e Crw«A»/ian*. WithUF&tcs. 
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THE FAMILY EDITION 
In Small Post 8vo, dotii extra. Price 2s; Gcl« 
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THE drawing-room EDITION 
la eloth extra> emblematically gilt Price Sb Qd. 
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1. BiWMmcn .of War., by J«na»6fHiti 
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5. AdTCBtsrn of an A^e^euCams, by Jaaiea G&anfet 
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6.- Hawtliome'i Scarlet Letter, and Honee of the S«reb Oiliies. 

6. Jasper Lyie, a Tale of Kaftrland,.by Mtb. Wavd. 

7. Grace and Isabel, and Charms and Cbontsr ChavnM, brM'lAtosh. 
& Seottisb Cavalier, by the author of the ** Bomauoe of War," 

9. Fortei'a (Miss) Rednse of Korway, and Knight of St Joha. 

10. Jane Sinchir, The Clarionet, and other Tain,, by W, CarletDn. 

11. Sdf-Gontrol, and Discipline, by Mrs. Bnmtont- 

12. Nigbft^Side of Natore, by Mrs, Crowe. 
IS. UneleTom's Cabin, and the White Slavs. 
14w Whitehall, by the author of ** Whitefhars." 

In Fcap. 8vo, clotH extra, Price 2b 0(1 

POPULAR LIBRARY (ROUTLEDGE^S).---lWform with 
the STANDARD NOVELS. 

Contwts of the Seriet, vU^: 
1. Lift of Mahomet and hfs Snccesson^ 1 toL 

5. l^ckerbocker's New York, and Salmacnndi^ 1 toL< 

8. Mayo's Kaloolah. and the BeHier. 1 tc£ 

4) fc 6. Bancroft's History of the United Statat^of Americat S vols. 

6. Rev. W. Ware's Palmyra, Borne, and the .Early Christrans. 

7. Oliver Goldsmith's Biography, by Irving— his Vicar of Wak <fiBlJ,.aid 

complete Poems, 1 vol. 
9: Hliwth<nn»'s complete Twice Told TiOeii^ 1 vol» 
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THE RAILWAY LIBRARY, 
Price ONE SHILLING each Volume. 
This Series contidns some of the best works of fiction bj popu&r 
Authors, and additions will be made Monthly of works that will merit the 
extensire circulation they have now reached. 

They are printed with new type, on good paper, in Fcap. 8to, bound in 
fancy boards, and published uniform with the " Popular Libraiy." 

Vol. Jutkor^t NatM, 

1 The Pilot J. F. Ck>oper. 

S Jane Sinclair— Neal Mahme W. Curleton. 

8 Last of the Mohicans J. F. Cooper. 

4 The Pioneers J. F. Cooper. 

7 The Spy J.F.Cooper. 

8 Sense and Sensibility Miss Austen. 

10 Pride and Prejudice Miss Austen. 

U Charms and Couuter-Channs Miss M'Intoah. 

13 Lionel Lincohi J. F. Cooper. 

14 The Clarionet— Dead Boxer W. Carleton. 

16 The light Dragoon G. B. Glefg. 

17 Xiongbeard C. Maekay. 

18 Hope Leslie Miss Sedgvick. 

19 LillT Dawson Mrs. Crowe. 

50 Dark Scenes of History # 6. P. B. James. 

31 b 23 Romance of War. 3 vols ;.. James Gnnt 

38 Cinq Mars De Vigny. 

34 The Little "Wife Mrs. Grey. 

35 Louise de Bourg; or the Conspirator Miss Dnpiqr. 

36 b 37 The Aide-de-Camp. 3 Vols J. Grant 

38 b 39 Whitefriars. 3 Vols. By the Author of WhitehaU. 

80 Scarlet Letter N. Hswthome. 

81 House of the Seven Gables N. HawthcHrne. 

83 The Knight of St. John Miss Porter. 

83 & 34 Jasper Lyle; a Tale of Kafirland. 3 Vols Mrs. Ward. 

85 AdeUiide Lindsay. Edited by the Author of ... Emilia Wyndhara. 
36 fc 87 The Scottish CsTalier ; James Grant. 

88 Grace and Isabel Miss Mlatosh. 

89 Aecluse of Norway Miss Porter. 

40 Idlias Bavenant Miss Stewart. 

41 Jew of Denmark M. Goldsehmidt 

43 Discipline : Mrs. Brunton. 

48 Self-Gontrol Mrs. Brunt(»i. 

44 k 45 Night-side of Nature. 3 Yohu Mrs. Crowe. 

46 Zingra the Gipsy A. M. Maillard. 

47 Valerie Capt. Manyatt. 

48 Martin Beck ; or, The Story of an Australian 

Settler (price 1*. 6rf., Double Vol.) A. Harris. 

49 Soldier of Fortune Capt. Curling. 

60 Susan Hopley (price 1«. 6d.) (Double VoL) Mrs. Crowe. 

51 Viola ; or a Tale oft Told Miss Goldsmid. 

63 Helen Charteris Mrs. Ward. 

63 fc 64 Whitehall. By the author of Whitefriars. 

65 P(dtsh Lancer (The): or, Napoleon's Inyasion 

of Russia (Double Vol.) price lj.6i Louis Beelstab. 

66 Passion and Prindple Mrs. W. Grey. 

57 Comnuisonr Marriage Mrs. MaillarcL 

58 Woodxeve Manor (an Ori^^ American Tale). Mrs. Horsey. 
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THE POPULAR LIBRARY (ROUTLEDGE'S). 
Price ONE SHILLING each Volume. 

Consists of a Series of first-/ate works on Biography, History, Travels, 
&c. printed on good paper, in new type, and carefully edited by literary 
gentfemen of merit ; as a whole, forming a Library of instruction, blended 
with amusement, which, for cheapness and elegance, has never been 
equalled. 

4^ They are published uniform in size, binding, and price, with the 

" Railway Library." 

Yol. Author's Name. 

1 B^presentative Men R, W. ]&mer8(m. 

3 OHver Goldsmith W. Irving. 

8 life of Mahomet.... W. Irving. 

8 SucoeBion of Mahomet. W.Irving. 

15 . Sahnagimdi W.Irving. 

16 Kniekerbockar*8 New York W. Irving. 

23 life of Sir Robert Peel Portrait by W. Harvey. 

3S Kaloolah: an Autobiography '..... W. S. Mayo. 

24 The Berber W. S. Mayo. 

25 Western Clearings.... , Mrs. Kirkland. 

26 Letters firom Palmyra Ware. 

27 Monk and Washington F. Guizot. 

H* ?2» I Histpry of America.— Four Parts ....^,..., Bancroft. 

29 Borne and the Early Cluistians W. Ware. 

31,34.-> 

86 ta89 V Shakspear^'s Works.— ISght Parts W. Hazlitt. 

45, 46. ) 
82 Miscellanies Limn. 

40 Vicar of Wakefield, and Poems Goldsmith. 

41 Mosses from an Old Manse I N. Hawthorne. 

42 Two Artists in Spain C. MacFarlane. 

43 Stone*Catter of St. Point Lamartine. 

44 Four Sons of Aymon Translated by. W. Hazlitt 

47 & 48 A Lady's Voyage Bound the World Ida Pfeiffer. 

(The unabridged Edition.) 

49 Twice-Told Tales N. Hawthorne. 

50 Twice-Told Tales (Second Series) N. Hawthorne. 

51 Tales and Sketches £. A. Poe. 

52 Story of my life, and inSweden Hans Andersen. - 

53 Gold Colonies of Australia G. B.Earp. 

54 Burmah and the Burmese Mackenzie. 

55 Two Years before the Mast Dana. 

56 Hyperion. Longfellow. 
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ROUTLEDGE'S NEW CHEAP SERIES. 

Messrs. BOUTLEDGE & CO. eespeetfully inform the Public gent- 
rally that thej intend this New Series shall contain more Beading Matter, 
of a better Quality, in a more Attractive Style* and at -a Cheaper Bate, 
ihiua a»y nmUftr WoiJkB publiflhed. Many of the Yolunes ^nu ooataia 



^he tiiameteitol&es of this fletfes of Wofln -wfll be}-* 

!• Good Paper and good Print, in a 
peliablefof^^ Broiaitm, «uital>le 
for the Traveller's Pocket, or 
for A lihiajy. 



2. Works that are worth reaSit^ 
and worth presernng. 

S, A large amount of refludingfora 
smdl price* 



Each Vohmifi wiUJbe complete^ andin nearly every intUtne$i^OJ!fE'iSmLLING 

each, in fancy boards. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY ; bfsing a FmtAal Treatise 
onBiurineas. ByEowjour T.^bkedley. With.«n Jbiqsijy intocthd 
•Chances of SviBCfMS .and Cauaes of Failm» in BiuriiMW. 

CLOVEBlffOOK. By AucB Camt, With Two lUustra. 
tions. 

SPECULATION ; <m, THE GLEN LUNA FAMILY. 
A CompsBuon to the '' Wide- Wide World.*' WiHi Two Illustrations. 
Double y«L 9nteU.^ 



W 



IDE WIDE WORLD. By Elizabeth Wethbwx. 
With Tiro Illnstrations. Double YxiL Pzusc U^ Qd. 



NELSON (Life of). By Jakm Axxcn, Awtbor of the 
" Battles of the British Navy." 

WELLINGTON (Li£b of). By C. MAoFiUAxs. Lidnd- 
ing the FnxeEal. 

THE WHITE SLAVE. Another Pi^tiue of Slare Li& ia 
AmffnifA. By £. Hu^dssth. 

NCLE TOMS CABIN. With Pre&ce by the Eaei. ot 

Cablisle. 



u 



PIERCE (Life of), the Americem Presiaeirt. By N. Haw- 
YHOBMJE. 

VICAE OF WAKEFIELD ak© POEMS, By Ouyml 
Goldsmith. 

OSSES OF AN OLD MANSE. By N. Hav- 

TfiOfiMlL 



M 
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In 1 vol., oloth gitt, price 29. 6^^ 

FR ANKLm (Sib Johr) AND THE ARCTIC REGIONS: 
Being an Account of the various Expeditions sent for the Diw owny 
of the North- West Passage, and more detailed particulars of those sent 
oat to Diseover the Fatfe of Sir John IVankfiii, and the Tessel^imdet'hiB 
cosmuuid. By P« L. Qaatomok. With an lUiistratlon aud Mapsk 



JUVeiflLE PUHLICATIONS. 

BOUTLEIDGE'S ILLUSTRATED STANDARD JUVENILE BOOKS. 

The greatest care has heen taken in producing the present series. They 
liaye been carefully edited ; but, at the same time, no liberty has betn 
taken with Hie Author's meaning, or fofrm of enression. They are 
printed in a lai^e type, on superfine paper, and iSustrated in the 'first 
style of art; by H. K. Bnywne, John Gilbert, W. Hanrey, H; Wanren, 
Corbould, (fee., and are, without exception, the Cheapest, Best, and 
Most Complete Editions of these Universally Popular Works, and are 
fi«bUshed «t, vis.»*> 

Bound in Cloth, extra Gilt Back 8 6 each. 

Ditto aiU.£dge» 4 „ 

Ditto Coloared Plates 5 „ 

OrinM6it>cco,extr8> 8 6,, 

COJiTJBMTS OF 'TEA' ffiBBiaBw 

SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON ; or, Adveatuees mi aBesert 
Island. A New Edition. The Two Series complete in One Volume, 
entirely Bevised'and Improved. . Bight lUostraitions by John Gilberts 

EyfESnOS^GB AT HOME ; or, The Juvenile Badget Opened. 
By L. Aiken and Mbs. Babbatjld ; a New and Revised EditioxL. 
Eight Engravings, 416 pages. 

SANDFORD AND MERTONT. By Thomas Day. A New 
Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected. Eight lUnstrstions, 416 
pag)es» 

ROBINSOW CRFSOE ; mcludmg His Farther Adrentmes. 
Complete Edition, with Life of De Foe. Illustrated by PhU, 
482 pages. 

GUIZ0T9 (Madame), MORAL TALES FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE. Transited from the latest. Preneb Edtyx>n, by Mss. 
L. BuBKE. Binatfated by CampbeiL 

THE BOrS OWN STORY BOOK. With mtmarouB Dins- 
^ trations by Wm, Hitrvef, 
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HANS ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES AND LEGENDS. 
Complete Edition. lUoBtiated by H. Wisrren. Translated bj 
Madaue de Chatelain. 

TRAVELS OP ROLANDO ; or, A Tour Roand the World. 
By Lucy Aiken. Newly Corrected and Beyised by Cecil HAHTitXT, 
A.M. . Illostrated by Harvey. 602 pages. 

THE SEVEN WONDERS of the WORLD, and their 
ASSOCIATIONS. With beautiftd iUustrations by Harvej/. 

A PICTURE STORY BOOK. Containing Good Lady 
Bertha's Honey Broth, Life and Adventures of PiinchineUo, 
Genius Goodfellow, Honest Hubert, and Bean Flower and Pea Blossom. 
Illustrated with Four beautiful coloured Engravings, and Four Hundred 
Woodcuts. 

VOYAGE AND VENTURE ; or, The Romance of Tfavel 
and Adventure. Illustrated by Oilberi and Harvey, 

Uniform in rise with the above Series, 
In 1 vol. Price 4)S. cloth, emblematically gilt, or 48. Qd. gilt edges 

THE ANCIENT CITIES OF THE WORLD,in their Gloij/ 
and their Desolation. By the Rev. T. A. Buckley, MA. Hlustrateti 
with numerous Engravings. 

** This if a very good work* presenting Buch a life-stining and pictUresqae series 
of panoramaB as wiU impress the mind powerfolly, and excite a desure to learn more 
of the great countries of which these renowned cities were the capitaU. ff eat]y 
illustrated and carefully written, it is * the book* to put into the hands of every 



one.*' 



CAPTAIN MARRYATT. 
In 1 vol. Price &. cloth, emblematically gilt; or &. Sd. gilt edges. 

THE LITTLE SAVAGE; or, Adventures on a Deaart 
Island. By Captain Mabbtatt. With beautifctl FiUgravings by 
John Qilbert; engraved by DaUiel; and most elegantly printed in Fcap. 
8vo, new type. 

In 1 vol. Price &. cloth, emblematically gilt ; or &. Bd, gilt edge4* * 

THE CHILDREN OP THE NEW FOREST. By Caft, 
Mabbtatt. With 8 beautiful Engravings by Jo?m Gilbert ; engrared 
hy Dakiel; and most elegantly printed in Fcap. 8vo, new type. 

♦♦* These two works are two of the prettiest volumes as regards type, 
plates, and binding that have yet been offered for the instruction and 
amusement of young minds. 
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In ISmo, sc[i]Are cloth, 2«. 

BIBLE STORIES ; From the Creation to the Conquest o. 
Canaan.. Second edition. With Illustrations on Steel hjR. WestaU, 
R.A.y and John Martin, 

** The author's aim in this vohnne has been to render the scenes under description 
moJIrt distinct and impressive to youth, and has, guided by the principles proposed by 
the great Milton in his ' Paradise Lost/ endeavoured as far as in him lay to 

, Assert eternal Providence, 

And justify the ways of God to man. 

Imperial 16mo, beautifiilly bonnd in cloth, 8«. 6^. 

TlypCHAELO AND THE TWINS. A Tale of the Lazza- 

jJlJL roni in Naples. By Winter. Illustrated with Engravings by Dicfcw. 

The SAME EDITION, Plates Tinted, 4». 

The SAME EDITION, extra cloth, gilt edges, Plates Coloured, 4s. Qd, 

'* This is a work of much interest and instruction, illustrated most elaborately, and 
is calculated to lead the youthful mind to a grateful acknowledgment of the blessed 
privileges an dl^wise God has been pleased to confer on our happy laxA^^—Bertsfwrd 
Journal. 

Elegantly bound in cloth, 28. 6c2. 

HOLIDAY RAMBLES ; or Peeps into the Book of Nature. 
By Elizabeth Gbant. With Six highly-finished Engravings. 
Demy 16xno. 

" It is the earnest wish of the author, that those who read these pages may expe* 
rience the same deUght in contemplating the wonderful works of God which she has 
felt while emoying a quiet ramble through the lovely woods and lanes that abound in 
our beaut^ country." 

Elegantly bound in cloth, 80. Qd, 

THE WORKS OP CREATION. By Mrs. Best, with 
numerous Illustrations, and Frontispiece and Title printed in 
Colours. 

The SAME EDITION, elegantly bound in morocco, 7«. Qd. 

** This is a splendid work on the mightiest of subjects j the authoress has swept 
through air, earth, and ocean, reporting upon all the great facts which presented 
themaelvesi with simplicity, beauty, and devotion."— J5^ri/wA Banner, 

Bound in cloth, emblematically gilt on side and back, 7«. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. 8th Edition. With 300 En- 
gravings. An entirely new and beautifully printed edition, on 
stiper&ie paper, with SCO Woodcuts and elegant Frontispiece, &c. 

< '- The SAME, with gilt edges, 8f. 

This edition, originally published by Mr. Tyas, has been so much 
improved in this issue as to establish itself as the best edition now offered 
for sale in England. 



Ko. 1. Wotds of One Syllable. 
„ S. „ of Two or more do. 
n 8. » of Two Syllables, coU 
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TWOPENCE- EACH. 

ROUTLEDGE'S ILLUSTRATED CLOTH BOOKS, OR 
INDESTEUCTIBLE BATTLEDORES. 

No. 4. Words of Two or more Syllables. 
„ 5. Readmg and Spelling. 
„ 6. Figures and Counting. 

Each, of the above little books have above 80 Woodcnts, and are ptisted 
on a patent paper, with cloth inside, so that it is impossible for 
Children to destroy them. 

In ISmo, with elegant Ornamental Covers. 
ONE SHILLING EACH, 

PICTURE STORY BOOKS, by Great Authors and Great 
Painters. With many Hundred Illustrations, and coloured Frontis- 
pieces. 



Xife of Fnnchinello. 
Bean Flower and Pea Blossom. 
Adventurea of Prince Hempseed. 
Histoxy of a Nutcracker, 2 Tarts. 



Lady Bertha's Hon^ Broth. 
Bame Micbell and Her Cat. 
Genius GoodfeUow, &c 
Wind and the Rain. 



POETRY. 



A COMPLETE, WELL PRINTED, UNIFORM SERIES OF THE 

AMERICAli POETS. 

Ebyal $Umo, cloth extra, gUt edges, 2«. ; or in morocco extra, 5«. 

LOWELL'S (James Russeix) COMPLETE POEMS. 
With a Short Memoir. 

** His works, be they as widely read as they deserve, should be in every dwelhng 
of theland.'*— Xi^^rofy FbfM. 

" His celebrity is daily increasing. Mr. Lowell never writes without thought, or 
publishes for the sake of praise or profit."— PAt2a<f0i^Aia Cfaeeitc. 

LONGFELLOW'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. 
Including his Translations, " The Spanish Student," and Ms neVr 
poem, " The Sea^side and Fire-side." 

" Longfellow's Works are eminently picturesque, and are distinguished for nicety 
of epithet and elaborate scholarly finish. He has feeling, a rich imagination, wbAm 
cultivated taste.**— £. 7F. Griswold, 

WHITTIER'S POETICAL WORKS. Reprinted from the 
Last American edition. 

**His productions are all distinguished for manly vigour of thought and latu 
guage."— JZ. V. Griswold. 
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SIGOUENEY'S POETICAL WORKS. With Introductoiy 
Prefece.by F. W. N. Bayi^y, Esq. 

" Her wiitiii^ have endeared her name to the lovers of virtue and of song every- 
where; as a wnter of verse she has high moral aims ; and though this circumstance, 
with ordinary talent, might entitle Iter to consideration, she can add the effectual 
claim of literary excellence. The poetry is characterized hy ease, tenderness, a 
chastened fancy, and a delicate susceptibility of whatever is beautiful in nature or 
charming in trvLXhJ'—Chambars. 

WILLIS'S POETICAL WORKS. Reprinted from the 
Last Revised Amerlceoi edition, in which the Author has embodied 
Poems never before Published. 

" The poetry of Mr. Willis is distin^ished for exquisite finish and melody : his 
language is pure, varied, and rich ; his unagination brilliant; and his wit of the finest 
description."— £. W. Qriswold, 

BRTAlTrS COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. With 
Life by Geiswold, and Preface by F. W. N. Bayley, Esq. Royal 
24mo. 

HOLMES' POETICAL WORKS. With an Introduction 
by ScoBUs. 

** Hohnes is the Thomas Hood of America. His poetry is an vneeanng flow tf 
hvmmat and good nature," 

Uniform with the above in Size, Priee and Binding. 

CAMPBELL'S PLEASURES OF HOPE, Gertrude of 
Wyoming, and Miscellaneous Poems; to which are added, COL- 
LINS'S and GRAY'S POETICAL WORKS. 

** Had Gray, written nothing but his Elegy, high as he stands, I am not sure that 
he would not stand higher—it is the corner-stone of his glory."~-Zor(i Bifron, 

T?ie most complete lUuslraied edition Published, 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 8vo, cloth gilt, Price Qs. &d. ; or 7«. Qd. with ^t edges. 
Horocco extra gilt edges, 12s.; or Antique Morocco, bevelled edges, 18*. 

LONGFELLOW'S POETICAL WORKS, beautifully lUus- 
trated with upwards of 34 Engravings, from designs by/oAn Oilbert; 
and Steel Plates, executed in the first style of art, £rom designs by 
TJiomas, Printed on a superfine paper. 

" The greatest care has been taken, and no expense spared, in producing the most 
complete and best edition of this mest j^pular poet; it contains many pieces not 
contained in any other edition, and the illustrations are equal, if not superior, to any 
work of the kind." 
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Bonad in eloUi embmoMtMoJify gOt, 8f.6i.; or with @at edges, 7«. OA; 
Morocco, extxa giit ^tes, 12f.; Bitiqae bctelled edges, &^ 

13«. • 

THE LIYEMPOOL EDITION OF 

LONGFELLOW'S COMPLETE POETICAL WOEES, 
printed m Stpatt IStmo, Widi iianMn>Q» Weodents, and 4 Steel 
nates by Thmuu, 

Uniibria wiih the Fcap. 8to edition of Lobokbllow's Poems* | 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 6to, cloth ^, 4s. 6d.; or 5f. with giU edges; 
or Morocco extra, 8». ; or Antique Morocco, 10*. 6d. 

KIRKE WHITE'S POETICAL WORKS ; to which «e 
added his 2EMAINS, FaA0MENXS, and aainr pieces not 
nsoally included in previons editions of his woika, with IiUe. Bj Bo- 
BKBT SouTHET. With Illustrations, by Birlut Foster, And Portrait of 
the Author, by W» Harvey, Beantifally printed on a superfine paper. 

In Royal dvo, Price lOi. doth gHt. 

POPE'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS ; including his 
Translations. Edited by H. P. Cabt, M.A. ^^th a Biographical 
Notice of the Author.—- The onlyoomplete 1 toL editioiB. 

" Pope's works, however often p ciiod, eilard fresh delight, and may be consitoed 
as one of the hooks best adapted toezdte a hwe of litenfcaie."-~9MMi. 

In 1 vol. Boyal 24mo, Price 3e, cloth, or $«. Od, gilt edges. 

HOMEB*S ILIAD. Translated by Popb. A new edition, 
printed in a eaperior manner, on saperfine paper. With Qlustra' 
tiens. 

In 1 vol. Boyal 2imo, Price 3e. eloth, or 8». Sd, gflt edjges. 

HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Tranriated by Pops. A aew 
edition, printed in a superior manner, on supecfine paper. WiiSi 
lUostrations. 

NEW EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE'S WORKS. BY W. HAZUTT, 

In 4 Tols. Fcap. 8to, cloth, embleBoatioally gUt, plain edges, Priee lOff* 

SHAKSPEARE'S DRAMATIC WORKS. A new ediUon, 
with Notes and Life, printed in a new type, from the text of Johk- 
so^, Ststvms, and Bbed, and edited by W. Hazlitt. 

The same edition, boimd in calf, marbled ed!ges,Tzice SUf . 

" This edition, now complete, has oar heaity aiq^val; its cheapness is not iohe 
exeettsd, and the hinding. printing, and paper, are naexceptiooabie. In thnsa daya 
of ceDriat*, this Shakapeace ia behind no book yet oJfeced to the paUic^-ri' — ' — 
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In 1 roU Fcfl^ 8tt>, ctotli gUt, PricerS^. Bd. 

SHAKSPEARB'S DOUBTFUL PLAYS ANV POEMS. 
Printed uniform with his Dramatic Works, to which it forms, a Sxxg- 
plemeutal vokime. 

** a%e DwiUfBl Plajs of Sbakspeare an raintec^tiaifoni witk Hadittf ft edili«tt of 
his imdoabifed wonkt, becavie the mat faei of their kaviiif beeA rqieaUdly jiriotod 
as Mi prodnetiMui, entitleft them to popular pei^tiiatio&r uul b«ca«a& there la a lair 
presumption that, in great or less proportion, several of them at least actually passed 
ummgh his hands." 

THE BESI CHEAP ONE YOLViSE EDITION. 
In I vol. Demy 8vo, cloth. 

SHAKSPE ABE'S DEAMATIC WORKS, with Life and 
Glossaxial Notes. Printed in large type, fmd on superior ptsper; 
Johnson, Stbvens, afid Bsec's Text. ' With. SFteel Frontispiece, Is. 

Tlw SAME EDITION, doth estea, gilt bnk and ^des, Bn 

The SAME EDITION, half Morocco, marbled edges, lOtf. 9<t 

The SAME EDITION, full Morocco, gilt edges, 15«. 



RBUQIOUB PUAUCATIONS. 

CHEAP EDITIONS OF RELIGIOtTS STAMMKD WOREB. 

Ia 1 vol. Price 4^. 0d^ clotblettered. 

CALMErS BIBLICAL DflCTTONAEY, Abridged, Hfb- 
demized, and Be^edited, afeeording to the Most Beeent Biblieal Ro* 
searches, by the Bev. T. A. BtcKLxr, M.A. The Tohzmecootains xipwat^ 
of 700 pages, and is printed in a new, beautiful, and clear type. 

'* The t»^8S«Qt work is not desigiied to compete with the many leamed and tola* 
mtnoas (nrelopsMliBs; ui^ other books of refiereiiee, already in circulatiDii, but simply 
to pkwe m the hands of the great mass of the people suae somder utd more exten* 
give information than the ehwp bibliesl dictkmaciesrhitbarto puhttshed eonld fnmish. 
The advantage of middng an established book the ^^roundwork of such a publication, 
at the same time medermzing its whole dhaxaetar, it teo'^lMrioHS to need duicuMian." 

Ia 1 Torl. Prioe 4>. Bd*^ eioth lettcsBML 

LIFE OF CHRIST, OUR GREAT EXEMPLAR. By 
Jebehy T^tlob, being the History of the Life and Death of Our 
Saviour, Jesus Gfansk Beviaed and Edited, with a Life of the Author, 
ty the Bev. T. A. BmcKLSS, MA. With a Purtfaity 760 pages.- 

<* I am aeouainted with no work of Tagrlor'a (I magr say wxHi no work of any otiicr 
author) ia which more practical wisdom may be found, a greater knowledge of the 
human heart, and a more dexterous ^application, not only of the solemn truths of 
Christianity, but of even the least important circumstances related in the life of Our 
Saviour, in the development of soand principles of action^ and te the oaneetfoa and 
gtndflneeof our daily cmiaei,**—Sgtra€tfr(m Ufe h^Mtkof lU^er. 

*^ mien ike name of Jeremy Taylor Is no longer m flrt mb eied with nvcMBee, 
gauns will have become a moclwry, and virtue an empty'shade.'''>£4Mii2l/.^ 



20 CHEAP EDITIONS OF STANDAED KEUGIOUS WOfiKS. 



In 2 vols. Post 8yo, Price ^$, cloth lettered. 

CHANNING'S (Dr.) LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
Edited by his Nephew, William Henby CHAmoNO. A new edition, 
with a Portrait. 

" His nephew has compiled his bio^phy with singnlai judgment. He has foU 
lowed the method of Lockhart in his Life of Scott. As far as possible, the narrative' 
it woven with letters and diaries; the subject speaks for himsetf, and only wach 
intemediate obserrations of the editor are given as are necessary to form a connected 
whole." 

In 1 vol. cloth. Price &8. 

PICTORIAL LIFE OF OUR SAVIOUR. By Dr. Kitto. 
In one Handsome Volume, with 250 Illnstrations. 

" To meet the demand which is happily increasing for subjects connected with 
Sacred History, tiiis work of sterling value has been produced by one of our most 
learned studoits of Bible literature. The ' Life of our Saviour ' is drawn from a 
dose examination and comparison of the¥onr Gospels, and elucidated by an accurate, 
and extensive knowledge, on the part of Dr. Kitto, of all those habits and customs of 
the East whidi are so necessary to be understood in order fully to comprdiend the 
Seripture narrative. It is illustrated with a large numba of beautiful engravings, 
copied by our flnt artists from the most celebrated productions of antiquity." 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 8yo, fancy hoards. Price ]/. &d.; cloth, 29.; gilt 

edges, 29. Sd. 

FAMILY PICTURES FROM THE BIBLE. Edited by 
Db. CuMMiNa. And an Introduction. Illnstrated with Frontis- 
piece and Vignette by George Measam. 

" This work is a gallery of portraits of Scripture Families— a studio fuU of ^ups 
and models — worthy of our study, because tney are Casts fjrom perfect originals; 
where flaws and ddrects exist in any family, they are clearly marked for our avoid- 
ance; where excellency and beauty are, these are presented clear and voluminous; 
and, at the same time, the elements that Compose and generate iQiem are tudicated 
with unmistakeable precision.'* — Extract from Lr, Cumminff's Prtfaee, 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 8Y0,f!ancy boards. Price 1^.6^. ; cloth lettered, 2^. 

CHEEVER% (Dr.) MEMORIALS OF THE LIFE AND 
TKL^S OF A YOUTHFUL CHRISTIAN in Pursnit of Health, 
as developed in the Biography of Nathaniel Cheeveb. 

The SAME EDITION, cloth extra, gilt edges. Price 2«. 6d. 

"The subject of this memoir died at sea while in pursuit of health. There is a 
valuable account of a medical examination at Cuba, but the hook is mainly o ec «y e d 
with rehgiona journals and experiences. The well-known names of t»e editon 
certify and distinguidi its claims upon the community."— Zi^afy World, . . * 

• 

In 1 voL 8vo, cloth lettered. Price 5«. r r 

KITTO*S (Dr.) BIBLE HISTORY OP THE HOLl? 

LAND. Being an Account of the Physical Geography, NattiilU 

History, Arts and Antiquities, of the Holy Land. With numetdQl| 
Hlnstrations. 

"The object of this work is to fumirii a trustworthy analysis of the interestintg 
results of Eastern travel. The facilities of modem communication have wonderfUfy 
increased our desire to learn more of these lands, which possess the deepest iikezest 
for aU Christian leaders." « 
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BARNES'S NOTES. BY DR. CUMMINQ. 

New Ready, the Entire Series of Dr. Cumming's Complete and Accurate 

Edition of 

THE REV. ALBERT BARNES' NOTES (Explanatory 
and Practical) designed for the Heads of Families, Students, Bihle 
Classes, and Sunday Schools. Edited, and carefully Revised by the Rev. 
John Cumming, D.D., Minister of the Scotch Church, Crown Court. 

" Mr. Barnes is one of the sonndest and most accomplbhed scholars and biblical 
commentators living;, and his Tarions works have been recdved with the mort 
cordial favonr wherever thev have been read. His yolumes are a most yalaable 
contribation to the biblical hteratore of the country." 

NoTir Ready, Completing the New Testament. In 1 vol. cloth lettered. 

BARNES' (Albert) NOTES ON THE BOOK OF REVE- 
LATIONS Map and Woodcuts, 512 pages, cloth extra. Uniform 
in binding with the 10 vols, of the New Testament, and 5 vols. Old 
Testament ; or, 5 vols. New Testament, and 4 vols. Old Testament. 
CuHUiiro's Edition may be had both in Sinolx and Doublx YoLums. 
The Edition in Single Yolumea contains : — 

£ s. d. 

The Notes on the New Testament, in 11 vols 18 

• Book of Isaiah, in 3 vols, without abridgment 7 6 

, Book of Job, in 2 vols ^.... 5 

The Complete Commbntabt, in THIS FoKM 2 6 

Any of these Yolnmes are sold separately, as follows :— 

Tlie Notes on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, 1 vol 3 6 

__...,___^— ^ Lukb and John, 1 vol 2 6 

■■ ActsoftheApostles, 1 vol 2 6 

Bomans,lvol ;..., 2 

: First Corinthians, 1 vol 2 

. >_— __ Second Corinthians and Galatiana, 1 vol 2 6 

Tlrhniinnn. Philliprifinn, ani! ^nlfrnniffinff 2 

Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, 1 vol 2 

, I Hebrews, 1 vol 2 a 

Tnmnn, Peter, John, and Jade, 1 voL 8 6 

_ Revelations 4 6 

The Edition in Douhle Volumes contains : — 

The Notes on the Ifew Testament, in 6 vols 16 

., ■ . Book of IsMah, in 3 vols 7 6 

. . - r—— Book of Job, in 1 vol 4 6 

The Comfletb Commkntaey, in this Poem 1 17 

Any Yolume may be had separately, as follows : — 

The Pour Gospels, in 1 vol. containing 906 pages 4 

jy>ts and Bomans, in 1 vol. „ 786 „ 4 

Corinthians and Galatians, in 1vol. „ 786 „ 4 

]glphesians to Philemon, in 1vol. „ 626 , 3 6 

Hebrews and General Epistles, in 1vol. „ 788 „ 6 '0 

The Revelations, in 1 vol. „ 512 „ 4 6 

Hbft^B^ook of Isaiah, in 8 vols. „ 1220 „ 7 6 

The Book of Job, in 1vol. „ 788 0-4 ^ 

*4(« In ordering the above it is particularly necessary to specify " Cuic- 
minq's Edition." Published by George Rouiledge 4* Co., Farringdott 
Street. 



S» CHEAP EDITIONS OF STTAWDARl) KBLRHOTTS WOMS. 



KE-TS»UB OF 

BARNES' NOTES ON THE NEW AND OLD TBS- 
TAMENTS IN SIXPENNY PARTS. 
Bftrfe I. ^piM pnbtished on the 1st of ISehnarjf 189$u 
To be eooBpkitod in 66 Sasspeosij Parts* 
A Part jraUished on .the Ist mk IQihot eadi Men&ii , . 

In Fcap. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price ^, 

ELUAH THE TIgHBITE. Txanskled from ttite Geraum 
of I>fi. F. W; SfimniACHEB, A neif editioa, witb PortaaHiof: the 
Author. 

In 7eap« dv», deih lettered, Price 2ir. 

HAWKER'S (Dr.) MORNING- PORTION. The Poor 
Man's Morning Portion, being » Selection of ft Verse of Sezipiiire, 
mtb Short Observations for eyeiy Day in the Year. A newedition. * 

In Fcfl^. 8vo, doth lettered, Prisee 2«. 

HAWKER'S (Dr.) EVENING PORTION. The Poor 
Man's Evening Portion, being a Selection of a Verse Of Scriptural 
with Short Observations for every Day in the Year. A new edition. 

In Foap. 8vo. cloth lettered. Price 0r. 9eL 

HAWKER'S (Dr.) DAILY ^RTION. Being the above 
two works boiond together. 

In 1 vol. I2mo, doth lettered. Price 0f. 

KOMAINFS LIFE, WALK, AND TRIUMPH OF 
FAITH. A new edition, with the Life of the Author* 

In 1 vol. Foap. 8vo, cloth lettei«dy Price 2«. 

BOGATZSKY*& GOLDEN TKEASTJRT FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF GOD ; Consistmg of Devotional and Pracdeal 
Observations for every Day in the Year. A new edition, printed^ in 
Xjaxge Type. 

In 1 voL cloth lettered,Fea|r. Svc^ Price 2r. 

PNKS^ PRAYERS, and OfScea of Devotion for Fam9^ 
and for particular persons on most occasions. A new editt^HOU B^ 
tiw Bev. Chablbs Smacat. With a Pre&ee by the Bev.^ Albert Barnes. 

In 1 vol. Priced doth. 

DODDRIDGE'S RISE AND PROGRESS 0§? 
BELIOION IN THE SOUL. A new edition, just publish. 
Printed in a Large Type on Good Paper. 

■'Is a body of practical divinity and Christian es^rience that h6Bnmet'bmm''mK^ 
ptMtA^y any work of the same nature."— (TZnubmrf. 

"^d %8t, as a universal storehouse. I reeommend 'PoddHdfe's Lectores* «l 
««<i^*Miry intbe conduct of theological paTsnits.»->£i«fttfp qfDwfkam't Chm§9^ 



CMMB JSBimsmS OS &£AN^AMJ) mUGtlOUS WOB£S. »8 



in Foap. 6vo» elotfi, Bnce Isu 6^ 

HAWKER'S BYIMG PILLOW MADE EASY FOR 
A DEATH-Bfii). Edttod by tlw Rer.fi. fleoTri:, Aeefcor of SL 
FMtii, Loudon. 

TMs cnriongiy-discovCTed maa i p te ryt is supposed to be by the auAoc 
of the "^ Daily Portion," aztdnboirnds is sizoiiicrpaaBflges inr tibe i&iitnidliott 
and fciigioas oomfoxt of ISteimy^ftrixrg pilgnm to Zion. 

SaMo EDITIONS. 
In 1 Ycd. nerr and elegant lai^ type, ^50 pages, clolSi,'Ift. 

BUNYAN'S PILGMM PROGRESS. The Three Parts. 
With Explanatory Notes by the Key. J. Newton, Dr. Bradford, Dr. 
Hanrker, and otiiers. 

Tk» Si&CBfE MJX^JXXS^ (dotft^xtiia, gUt od^^^i. BtoelSwiimii, 

920 pi^eSr «loi3i, n&ir Isege type, Ic 

BO(3^AT2JSKY'S €K>LKEN TREASURY FOR THB 
CKLIffiEN OF GOD. Beprinted from the best translated edition. 

a:;h6 SAldJS EDITION, vith Engraved fiteel Frontiqcwce, 

^tedgesy Is. .6?. 

Clotli, 996 pages. If. 

W:ATTS' SCEIPTUEE HISTORY, recked and eom* 
pared with the best editions. With Flan of the Tabernacle. 

*«* Elijah, Elisha, and others will shortly foUow. 

In these editions due regazd has been ebserred to give the lai^est ^e 
lihat^oadLd possibly be used, and nudie ibe booics -jxmch anpexiaa? tto.aii^ 
others of the same size that have been preiionsly published. 



In 3 Tols. 8to, doth lettered. Price lOf. 9d, 

FEEE CHURCH PULPIT. Containinff Sermons by the 
most noted Scotch Ministers, i&clnding Dr. Chalmers, Bey. Andrew 
Bonar, Dr. Candlish, Dr. Hamilton, Bonar, MaeFarlaue, Biichanaa,.Lo> 
rimer, Isley Bums, ^c. &c, 

**The above voliiines contain sermons by above one hundred and twenty different 
ministers, and the editor feels assured that he has pronded for future generations 
the nieana of fonning an estimate of the qualities of these eminent men." 

In Post 8yo, cloth lettered. Price &. 

STUART'S (Moses) CRITICAL HISTORY AND DE- 
FENCE Of the OLD TESTAMENT CANON. Wiih Intro- 
duction and Notes by the Bev. Samusl Davidson. 



2« CHEAP EDITIONS OF STANDARD REMGIOITS WORKS. 



In clotli, eztara, Fzice 3b, Bd.; or in roan gilt 4)f. 

COBBIN'S DESCRIPTIVE TESTAMENT. Containing 
the Authorized Translation of the New Testament of oar Lord i^f 
Savionr Jesns Christ With Notes^ explanatory of the rites, costoitiii, 
sects, phraseology, topographv, and geography, inferred to in this portion 
of the Sacred Pages, especiuly designed for Schools and Families. By 
Ingbam Cobbin, M.A. illustrated with numerous Engravings and Maps. 

In Fcap. 8yO| cloth lettered. Price 2<. Qd. 

FOXE'S BOOK OP MARTYRS, from the Earliest Period 
of the Christian Church ; abridged from Milneb's large Edition^ 
forming a volume of 512 pages. With an Illustration. 

*' A tale of what Bome once hath seen,— of what Borne yet may see."— ifdu^oalay. 

"In the abridgment of *Foxi's Book ot Hajittbs' now submitted to the 
public, every fact really bearing ou the subject has been retained ; but the te^ous 
repetition and lengthy historicia digressions have been omitted. Great eare has also 
been taken to free the text from the many objectionable phrases and narratives to 
which the qnalBt s^le of the old work sometimes save place. At the present time 
there is litUe occasion to advert to the thoroughly Irotesumt diaracter of the work, 
or to the excessive cheapness of the present edition, adapted to psaeal distribution." 

In royal 32mo, beautifully bound in colours and gold. Price Is. 

EELIGION AT HOME, being an Explanation of Im- 
' portant Scripture Subjects. With Illustrations. New Edition. 



NEW AND UNIFORM EDITIONS OF JACOB ABBOTT'S WORKS. 

Edited hy the Revt. H. Blunt and Cunningham^ viz. : — 
In 18mo, doth lettered, Iv. Bd, 

ABBOTT'S YOUNG CHRISTIAN. Edited and Bevised 
by the Rev. J. W. Cunninohah, M.A. 

In 18mo, cloth lettered, I9. Sd. 

pORNER STONE. Edited by the Rev. Hbhbt Bluht. 

In 18mo, cloth lettered, Is. 
T ITTLE PHILOSOPHER. For Schools and Families. 



C 

Xn 18mo, cloth lettered, 1». 

W AY TO DO GOOD. With Frontispi->ce- 



In 18mo, cloth lettered, 1». | 

HILD AT HOME. With Frontispiece. 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF STANDABD RELIGIOUS WORKS. SS 



New and Improyed Editions. 
WARD'S EDITIONS— The 18mo demy. 

WATTS' PSALMS, HYMNS, AND SPIRITUAL 
SONGS. With Introductory Prefiace, Index of Sabjects, Table of 
liie first line of each Verse, and Scripture Illustrated. Printed at press^ 
in long primer, fine face. 703 pages. 

17o. i. d, 

1 In black sheep, cat edges 2 6 

3 roan, embossed 3 9 

S roan, embossed, ^It edges , 8 

4 I J ,.— ~— calf, with plain lines 4 

Demy 82mo, thick or thin paper. 

5 ' on stout paper, 610 pages black sheep 1 

6 roan, sprinkled edges 1 2 

7 gat edges 1 6 

g • black calf, with plain lines............ 2 3 



11 K 13 1 ^ ^"''^ ^^ ^"^ I^P^* BA^c prices. 



Demy 48mo, superfine thin hard paper, clear type. 

13 "Wlfttts's Psalms, fcc. in cloth, neat, 620 pp 8 

14 ■ black sheep, cut edges 9 

16 ■ roan 10 

le roan, gUt edges 1 

■yj calf, very neat 1 6 

These editions, now passed by Messrs. Ward and Co. to our hands, are 
offered at a cheaper rate than those now generally on sale, notwithstanding 
the many more pages that their larger type takes up, a consideration of 
great vsdue to the purchaser. Strong binding and first-rate paper has 
been used, and they are the best now in use. 

In 32mo, cloth lettered. Price If. Qd.; roan, embossed, 2«.; morocco 

ds. Qd. ; morocco, elegant, 4^. 

THE COMMUNICANT'S SPIRITUAL COMPANION 
FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER. By the Rev. T. Haweis, L.L.D. 
With Meditations, Helps for Prayer, Communion Service, and Preface, by 
the Rev. Hugh White. New Edition. 



THE REV. T. A. BUCKLEY'S WORKS ON TRIDENTINE HISTORY. 

In Post 8vo, cloth, extra, 5f . 

THE DECREES AND CANONS OF THE COUNCH 
OF TRENT ; with the Appendix of additional Statutes, containing 
the Condemnation of the Doctrines of Wickliffe, Hnss, Luther, and other 
early Reformers. Now for the first time literally translated into English, 
-with a brief introduction, by the Rev. T. A. Bucklst, M.A., of Christ 
Church, Orford. 

"AteijrusefyilandtimelTpabHcation."— T^G'iMriltan. ' \ 

The version, which we have most careAxlly examined, is accttr«te.*'-«ir«»{0y«fi. 
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96 CHEAP ISDITIONS OF STAm)ASD WCmSIS. 

In 1 voL 600 pp. Post 8vo, cloth lettered, 6». 
ZTWi/orm un/A </^ Decna and Canorts. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE COUNGFL OF TRENT. 
Part I. On Fad&, and the Article* oi the Belief.— P»fe IE* On the 
Seven Saenunent8.-~Pert III. On the BeeelogBe-ead GomuuBuhiBnts*-^ 
Part lY. On Prayer, and more partioiibD^thB Loed's PrayeK^*— TcfBalstoA 
into English, with Notes, by the Bev. T. A. Bucsi.et, M.A., of Christ 
Chorch. 

"This is a Tahiable boolc, as .being the dunfest complete ediGoa of this fiwoos 
nuumal, and far more aceorafce than tho ordiDarr Roman G&tholie rersioiL The 
notes are dear and mefnl, and the trmalatiott reads Tery ynSL **^-Tke (h u urdian. 

^. . i Uniform wUh ths Decreet^ wnd Canoru^ and Cathechum of^Jhe 
^ '^'' Wm ^ Comcd of Trent 



Post 8to, cloth lettered^ 6». dM i"4[ MF^ 

HISTORY OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT. ITBy 
the Bey. T. A. Buckley. Compiled from a eonipBiisoB of Tacioas 
writers. With a Chronological Summary. 

"Will be found a rery conTenieDt and soffleient manual of tMa most important 
event in the Church's history. 3Ir. Bnekley is clear in his style, and as impiurtial as 
can be reasonably expected in one who sees and feels the sad effects of tiie errors and 
achisms of Borne."— i^tttA Ckurehman. 

MISCELLANEOUS UTERATUAE. 
In 1 ToL Feap. 8vo, Fftee'St. deth. lettered. 

rrHE CATACOMBS OF ROME. By Crasles ItfAcFAW- 

Jl uiinfi. With nnmerons Illustrations. 

' ** I haTC attempted to put in a popular and attractive form a very solemn and in- 
teresting subject, closely connected with our religion and our church, and to con- 
dense in a few pages the moat strikin^'andtmoortant contents of many voLumiaoaa 
irorkB,**'^JSxtnut from Pr^fut, 

In 2 vxAs, 8ro, Price 10s. deidi lettered. 

HALF HOURS WITH THE BEST AUTHORS? witti 
Biographical and Critical Notices. By Cbables Entoizt. A new 
edition, Illastrated with Portraits. 

"In the above work is given a coarse of general reading taken from the best and 
the highest works in all Uteratnre— gems from the rich treasury of instruction and 
amnaemeut, whieh the master minds of the world^aad especially of our own nation, 
have heaped up for an ezhaustless and imperishable store.** 

In 2 vols. 8vo, doth lettered, 7«* ; or the 2 vols, in I, 6««6i. 

HALF-HOURS OF ENGLISH HISTORY. Selected and 
arranged by Chablvs Emioht. Femmig' a Compaauen Sexi^ to 
the *' Half Hoors with the Best Anthorv." 

"The articles*are chiefly selected so as to affiurd a snocessien of grapUe parti of 
Etagliah history, chronologically arranged, from the consideration that the porttone 
of history upon which general readers delight to dwell are those which tol some 
■tory which is oompleta in itself or Jhiorish sonuaiUnatasfciea yrtiichihBS.a.sspawiiea« 
wAm a.| 1-4-*—* »» 



CHEAJP EDITIONS OF STANDAED USEFUL WOB£S. 87 

In 5 toIb. Reyal Sto, Fitoe Sli. ololii lettered. 

PENNY MAGAZINE (New Series). The New Series of 
this Popular Work (the forertmner of the numeroTis lUustrated 
Pafalieations that hare appaasai of late jaem) eoAtains about d^fiOO pagoB 
of latter-press, aod iqnranis of 1,100 Wood Bugzanags, exeouted in Om 
fiM*^^e.of«(. 

In 1 Yoh Faap. Price 8«* fi^« doth letteiad. 

L0N6FELL0WS COMPLETE PROSE WOEKS. Ciw 
.taining his Hyperion, Kavanagh, and Outre Mer. 

nnift>zm in Size, Binding, and Price, with the AMEBICAK POftTS. 
In 1 Tol. Boyal 24aBo, cloth, gilt edges, St. 

T ONCFFELLOWS HYPERION AND KAVANAGH. 

InlTol. 

LONGFELLOW'S OUTRE MEB; or, a VUgnmage be- 
joiLd the Seas. 

*0* The popularity of Longfellow in England is all but imiTersaL Of 
his Poems no less than 40,000 copies have been circulated within the 
last three years. 

Demy 8to, cloth extra, 6». 

pUEIOSITlES OF INDUSTRY. — THE APPLIED 

\J BCIBVCEB. By GsoaoE DoDD, Author of " Days at the Faetories." 

" The title ' Curiosities of Indastfy' will pietty dearly eiplaia itself. Many awo* 
cesses are curiouB without being nova], many are both novel and cnrious. Many 
rereal to us the store of ttraiige and valitabie tbiiigB which aeiCDce preseaia to those 
who know bow to apply it in aid of industry : aiany arise out of tiie diMovaay of 
new materials, and many more by new applications of old materials. Of all such 
are these 'Curiosities' oomposed.' 



STANDARD USEFUL WlORK.8. 

d2mo, gilt edges, roan lettered, 9<f. 

JjQHlilSON'S DICTIONARY of the English Language, 
isoproved by the addition of many thousand words, the accentualigsi 
cgn«0ted according to the most approyed mode of psouunciation. 

Ditto ditto «lo&. Sixpence. 

Bitto «litto roan, i^zmhled edges, 3d. 

This edition is very carefully printed, and strongly bound, and Ss 
reconimended for general use. 



S8 CHEAP EDITIONS OF STANDABD USEFUL WOBKS. 



The best Standard English Dictionary, 

In 2 vols. Royal 8yo, 1,000 pages each voL cloHi extra, Price 2^. &.; 
haU Morocco, cloth sides, 22. 10«> 

CKAIG'S UNIVERSAL ETYMOLOGICAL, TECHNO- 
LOGICAL, AND PBONOUNCING DICTIONARY OF THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE, embracing all the terms used in Science, 
Literature, and Art. 

The rapid strides made of late years in the arts and mannfiEUitares, as 
well as in science, hta occasioned the introduction into our langnun of 
a vast number of new words, some of them of foreign extraction, others 
the invention of new theorists or scientific discoverers. This extension 
of our language has, to a certain degree, made all the Standard Dic- 
tionaries extant imperfect. A new and entirely complete work was 
therefore considered a great desideratum, and it has lately been com- 
pleted, after seven years of hard and Uborious mental exwtion, under 
the superintendence of JoHir Ceaig, Esq., F.G.S., and Geological Lec- 
turer at the Glasgow University. 

From numerous literary critiques, the undermentioned are selected as 
giving a fair and impartial character to this important publication. 

** We have withheld cor opinion of tins work uutU its rapid progress has enabled 
us to give it our full and perfect attention. We now nnhesitatmgly pronounce it as 
cue of the best and most complete works it has fallen to oar duty to critidse for 
many years." — Okugow Citusen. 

** This Dictionary is the only one tbat gives the pronunciation and derivation of all 
words.*' 

'* The work before us fills up a decided desideratum in the EngHsh language. He 
would indeed be most unreasonable who did not own the debt mie to the author in 

S'nng us the singular information of the traveller, the deep learning of the divine, 
le curious play of the philologist, the succinct definitions of the mathematician, the 
technical terms of the manufacturer, the terminology of the naturalist, the newly- 
formed instruments of the musician, th^ gentle science of the herald, and the abstruse 
information of the physiologist."— Amo ^/mrlerl^ Mevitv, 

For the convenience of many parties, an edition of the above is issued 
in Jji, parts, published monthly. 

Fcap. 8vo, boards, 116 pages, Ir. 

CLARKE'S (Benjamin) ESSAY ON THE SOURCE 
AND CONSTITUTION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAOB,jnth 
a Keview of the Origin, Construction, and Progress, of Oral and Wztt|en 
Comm uni cations among the Ancients. 

18mo, roan embossed, 2«. 

WALKER'S PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, showpg 
at one view the Orthography, Accentuation, Explanation, and: 
Pronunciation of all the purest and most approved terms in the English 
Language, according to the present practice of the most eminent Iiffidco- 
graphers and Philologists. New edition, carefully revised, augmented, and 
improved. 

Ditto ditto cloth, sprinkled edges, new and cheap edition, X*, B9^ 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF STAKDABD USEFUL WORKS. 29 



MYLIUS' BOOKS. 
Fcap. 8vo, roan embossed, 2s. 6<f. 

MYLIUS' FIRST BOOK OP POETRY, for the use of 
Schools, intended as Beading Lessons for the younger olasses. 
The Twelfth edition, revised, enlarged, and improved by the Rev. W. 
RouTLEDOE, M.A. With Frontispiece. 

Foap. 8yo, roan embossed, Price 4f. 

MYLIUS' POETICAL CLASS BOOK; ob, Selections 
from the most Popular British Poets; for the use of Schools. 
The Eighth edition, revised, enlarged, and improved, by the Rev.^W. 
RouTLEDOE, M.A. With Frontispiece. 

Royal 24mo, roan, 2«. ^» 

MYLIUS' SCHOOL DICTIONARY of the English Lan- 
guage, constructed as a Series of Daily Lessons, by W. S. Mylius. 
With a Guide to the English Tongue, by E. Baij)Win, Esq. 

Best Pocket Pronouncing Frencfi Dictionary, 
Royal 32mo, 706 pages, roan embossed, sprinkled edges, 4». 

SMITH'S (Leon) FRENCH-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH- 
PRENCH POCKET PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY. Entire 
new edition, mucJh revised. 

T he SAME EDITION, in stiff sewed covers, 3«. Qd, 
Thick 12mo, 880 pages, in paper wrapper, 6«. 

TAMES AND MOLES* PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 

tl of the English and French and French and English Languages, 
with the Accent and Literal Pronunciation of each Word, Proper Names, 
and the Regular and Irregular Verbs. Good type, and well printed. 

Ditto ditto cloth, strongly bound, 7«. 

Ditto ditto roan embossed, sprinkled edges, 7<* 6<2. 

Square 12mo, 870 pages, sewed in wrapper, Ss. 

JAMES'S NEW AND COMPLETE GERMAN AND 
ENGLISH AND ENGLISH AND GERMAN DICTIONARY, 
compiled with especial regard to the English idioms for general use, 
containing a Concise Grammar of the Languages, Dialogues with refer- 
ence to Grammatical Forms, Rules on Pronunciation, &q. Excellently 
brinted in good Ijpe, and on fine paper. 

Ditto ditto cloth, strongly bound, 7'. 

Ditto ditto roan embossed, sprinkled edges, 7<* 6<l 
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64mo, roan embossed, Price 0<2. 

HE MINIATURE READY RECKONER. 



ao CHEAP EDITIONS OF SUPEBIOB SPELLING BOOKS. 



ISmo, cloth lettered, (Serenth Edition,) Jjg. 

MASTER'S READY RECKONER, for finding the Price 
of any article from ene-fonrtii to five thousand, at any Price from 
One Farthing to One Pound. 

"In this Sdition two differest kind of HiaatM have be^ oied, which addsray 
mxuh. to the fadUty wiUi vhieh the prices ox articles may be finad." 



M 



18mo, roan embossed, Jjb, 6(f. 

ASTER'S READY RECKONER, superior edition, thick 
piqper, vith inqunvaneiite. 

SSmOj roan, "Ls, 

THE TRADESMAN'S READY CALCULAT0B, &r 
Masons, Plasterers, Slaters, Painters, &c. The chief design of this 
work is to furnish, at a cheap xate, an easy method of calculating the 
sqoare oontents of all kmdfi of work, where meafanzeraeais are takeoi. 
TabloB of wages are ako added. 

MURRAYS ABR&GMENT OP ' THE ENGLISH 
GRAMMAR FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS. Royal 18mo. 
roan embossed. Entinely New Edition. 

YAS'ONE SHILLING HAND-BOOKS. 

Sq. 32mo. cloth gilt, embossed. With HloflKxations. 

Lui of Ibe Series : — 
1 Angling. | 17 Geology. 
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5 Astronomy. 
4 Arofaitecture. 

6 British Emute. 

6 Carving. 

7 Chemistry. 

8 Chemical EzperimeiEtSa 

9 Chess. 

10 Coins. 

11 Cotichology. 
13 Cookery. 
18 £lectriei!hr. 

U English Chucdi 

15 French Langoa^. 

16 French as it nxuA be spoken. 



3 Ancient History. I 18 German Scholar's Hand-book. 



19 Health. 

50 Heraldry. 

21 History of the.Middle Ages. 

82 Magic. 

523 Mataral ?heBeinaia* 

24 Sacred Hi8toi7 of the Werld. 

26 Steam Engine. 

26 Swimming. 

27 Teeth, their Use and Beaoty. 

28 Whist. 

29 Wines. 

90 Eanoily Derotion. 

51 Bapier^s First book of Wiiiiag. 

52 ifnenoaico, m Art of Memory. 



*0* These little brochures, of nice convenient pocket size, will be fomd 
to contain the lateet information on any of the sid>jects tueated* 



SUPERtOfl SPELLING BOOKS. 

MAYOR'S ENGLISH SPELLING BOOK, with entirely 
New Cuts, by John Gilbert. A New Type, and Printed on Fine 
Paper, in large Fcap. Bvo, doth. Price ONE SHILLING. 

Or, on stout paper, etronsiT bound, roan embossed. Price 0K£ 
SHILLING and SIXPENCE. 



CHEAP ESSnONS OF AGBICULTURAL WOSKa 81 

VYSE'S NEW SPELLING BOOK, with entirely New 
Cuts hj John Qilkert; aad a New Sat of the Eingv ondQiMeas. 
New Type, and Printed om a PIoub Paper; large Fcap. 8vo, cloth. Price 
ONE SHILLING. 

Or, roan embossed, strongly bonnd. Price ONE SHILLING and 
SIXPENCE. 

FENNING'S NEW UNIVERSAL SPELLING BOOK, 
with entirely New Cats by John Gilbert, A New Type, and printed 
on a Fine Paper ; large Fcap. 8vo, cloth. Price ONE SHILLING. 

Or, roan embossed, and strongly bound. Price ONE SHILLING and 
8ISPBNCS. 

MARKHAM'S IMPROVED SPELLING BOOK, with 
Cats by Joim Gilbert, k New Type, and Printed on & F^e Paper, 
in Fcap. ayo, doth extra. Price ONE SHILLING. 

Or, st rongly bound, roan embossed. Price ONE SHILLING and 
SIXPENCE. 

*«* These Spelling Books are bron^ ont by the Publishers with a con- 
fidience that notMng can anrpaas. or equal them, and they will be found 
a very desirable sulMtitute &r the yery old editions mostly read at the 
country village schools. 



AGRICULTURAL. 

In I voL Price 4t* 6(2» doth lettered. 

THE COUNTRY HOUSE. Containing the Poultry Yard, 
the Piggery, the Ox, and the Dairy. Complete. Illustrated yriih 
numerous "V^xMleuts. 

" Baflroads, steam-boats, and other rapid conTevances, which hare added sa largely 
to urban popnlatioiM, have at tbe same time afforaed the meant to a nnmerom bo^, 
whoM iBdustiy is carried forward in towaa, of seddng health and amuaemeat m 
mra) purtniitai to these, aa well aa.to>the aettied oonnt^ residents, tha book can- be 
oosfidently recommended.** 

FBIGE TWO SHTLLDP&S, 
In I voL 3dmo. 216 pages. 

BOSWELL'S POULIRY YARD, being a practical view 
of. the best method of selecting, reaidng, and breeding, the VBrioQR 
fi^eciM^ef .DomaflitiA F<mL A new elbtion,. doth gUt.^ 

TTffK SSVENTB TBOJ3SMND. 
PRICE ONE SHILLING. 

BOSWELL'S BEES, PIGEONS, &c., being the habits, 
propensities, dispositions, &c^ of Bees, Pigeoaa, Babbits, and the 
Gftnary Ihrd^ ^OBoSSSiasiy explaiiied>; ttteir modeoftrestment in heaith_aad 
disease. 8vo, clath.|Blt. 




In 2 vols. 8yo. doth, emblematically- gilt, redaced to 128. 6d. 

(Pablished at ;^1. Ss.) 

CARLETON'S TRAITS AND STORIES OF 
THE IRISH PEASANTRY, a new Pictorial edition, 
with an Autobiographical Introduction, Explanatory 
Notes, and numerous Illustrations on wood and steel, 
by Phiz, &c. 

ThefolUtmng Tales and Sketehet are comprised in this edition : 



Ned M'Keown. 

The Three Tfesks. 

Shane Fadh's Wedding. 

Larry M*Farland'8 Wake. 

The Battle of the Factions. 

The station. 

The Party Fight and Funeral. 

;nie Loagrh ^errj Pilgrim. 

The Hedge School. 

The Mid^ht Mass. 



The|Donagh, orthe Horse Stealers. 

Phil Parcel, the Pig Driver. 

Geography of an Irish Oath. 

The Uanham Shee. 

€k>ing to Maynooth. 

Phelim 0*Tbole*s Courtship. 

The Poor Scholar. 

Wildgoose Lodge. 

Tubber Derg, or the Red Well. 

Neal Malone. 



** Unless another master-hand like Carleton's should appear, it is in 
his pages, and his alone, that future generations must look for the 
truest and fullest picture of the Irish peasantry, who will ere long 
have passed away flrom that troubled land, and from the records of 
mstorr." -Edinburgh Review^ Oct. 1853. 

** Mr. Carleton has 'caught most accurately the lights and shades of 
Irish life ; his tales are f uU of vigorous picturesque descr^on and 
genuine pathos. They may be referred to as fumisldng a very correct 
portrait of Irish peasantiy." — Quarterly Review, 



In Fcap. 8vo. with Frontispiece, cloth extra, gilt back, 

Price 28. 6d. 

ROUTLEDGE'S STANDARD NOVELS.— Uni- 
form with the Popular Library (Double Volumes), 

Contents of the Series, viz, : 

Romance of War, by James Grant. 

Pride and Prejudice, and Sense and Sensibility, 

by Miss ^Austen. 
Adventures of an Aide-le-Camp, by James Grant. 

4. Whitefriars, by the Author of *' Whitehall." 

5. Hawthome*s Scarlet Lcjtter, and House of tlie Seven Gables. 

6. Jasper Lyle, a Tale of Siaflrland, Inr Mrs. Ward. 

7. Grace and Isabel, and Oharms and Counter-Charms, 
by M'Intosh. 

8. Scottish Cavalier, by thi Author of the " Romance of War. ** 

9. Porter's (Miss) Reclu8«(of Norway, and Knight of St. John. 

10. Jane Sinclair, the Clarionet, and other Tales, by W. Carleton. 

11. Self-Control, and Discipne, by Mrs. Brunton. 
13. Night Side of Nature, br Mrs. Crowe. 

13. Uncle Tom*s Cabin, and the White Slave. 

14. WhitebaU, by the Author of ** Whitefriars.** 
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